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Time, and the End of Time. 
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READER, 


1 the often and TY 
Defire and Solicitation 41 
ſome ſober Perſons, that heard 
theſe Sermons Preached, Hate 4 
adventured to make this Plain I | 
Diſcourſe (about ITimely Prepa- 
ration for Heaven). Publik. And 
if thou art Reconciled to, and 
ally in Love with Truth and Ha- 
lineſe; here is that put into thine 
Ham, ( which if Gad add bis 
hing) will ſtir up. thy pure AY 
EMind to. greater ſeriouſneſs , and 
CHE ence in the matters of thy. J 
ae that it may. canduts. 4 
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N To the Reader. | 
F » to thy ſpiritual and. eternal Ad- 
vantage, is his Deſire who pray- 
et for thy Souls welfare, 


J. FOX. 


"+20 


e 
M Ar. XXV. 10. 
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And they that were Ready went in with 


Him to the Marriage, and the Dour 


| beſides this preſent World, (which 
- muſt have its. period) there is an- 


will our doom and eternal habitation be in 
the World ro come; ſo chat there is an in- 


cern, The Parable of the ten Virgins warns 


* - 


""Fick, the Churches Preparation to meet Chriſt, 


fifth verſe. 
Secondly, the Bridegrooms coming 
them, from the fifth to the twelfth verſe. 
The Text falls under the Second part, vix. The 


and fooliſh Virgins, at Chriſt's coming by Death 
ot Judgment. 43 


1 


HE Things of reft moment are 
by moſt men little believed, leſs. 
conſidered, till it be too late; That 


other World of eternal duration: and that ac- 
cording to our choice, life, and doing here, 


diſpenſible Neceſſity to make ready for a blei- 4 . 
ſed Life of Immortality. This grand Con- 


and alarms us Undo. In which Parable are two Fj 4 


called here The Bridegroom, from the firſt to the 


forth to meet 


Bridegrooms coming to fetch home bis Bride: 
© welcom day! The words ſerve as a 
Glaſs or bright Sun beam, to repreſent the dif- 
ferent eſtate of believers and unbelievers, Wiſe 
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1. The preparation of the wiſe Virgins, They 
were ready. | 

2, Their Welcom and Admiſſion to the Mar- 
riage, They went in with him, i. e. into the Preſence- 
Chamber of the King of Glory . 
' © 3. We have. the Uoleful Rejection and Ex- 


* 


cluſion of the fooliſh Virgins, And the Door was 


A ſhut. 4 * 


The Doctrine that I ſhall Collect and Handle 
5 from the words 1s this, They, and only 
ich who are graciouſly qualified and prepared 
For Chriſt in this World, enjoy eternal Fellows 

ſhin and Communion with Chriſt in the other 


World. 
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tall have in Heaven lies in this, That we ſhall 


tine eye ever npon thine end, and know that 

here life is gorren or loſt to Eternity. Sinner do 
© nor deceive thy ſelf to hope for Heaven, and 
dc rhe work of Hell: If thou doit expect to go. 
„in with Chrift, and enjoy God and Glory here- 
after, daily uſe the; means, and go in the way 
to Heaven. here. There is a congruiry between 


In. which obſerve three things. ; 


Ilube greateſt part of our happineſs that we 


be with Chriſt. Doſt thou deſire a better 
Country ? viz, to come ſafe to Heaven: Keep 


- 


the way and the end: They anſwer one another, 


as Face anſwereth Face in the Water; or as the 
Wax and the Seal, the Voice and the Eccho do an- 
ſwereach other. If ray Heart. and Liſe cry Heaven, 


Heaven, then thy End or Death willcry Heaven: 
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But 


rn 


But if thy Life and practice ery Hell, "Hal, thine 
End like the Eccho to the, Voice will oy Hell, 
Hell. As Men brew they drink, and receive wa- 

ges according to their work and as you ſow you 
— The Haryeſt is the end of che World; ;they." 
that were ready went in, not one more. Heaven 
conſiſteth partly in the fitneſs and preparation of 
rhe Soul and Body for that bleſſed es above. - 
The Paradice of God would be a Priſon, may I 

not ſay a Hell to the impious and unholy. 2 4 

Sore eyes cannot behold the Sun without grief; 

Swine will not ſtay in the moſt pleaſant Medows?: 
bence no work ſo irkſom as Chriſts, no time 
ſo uncomfortable and tedious to wicked Men, 
as, abiding under Chriibs wings in his Ordi- 
nances, 

Before, 1 proceed to ſpeak to the ſeretal 
branches in t Dockri ine, I muſt enter a Caveat 
or Caution. 

Firſt, chis Merueſt Fitneſs, os Preparation 2 
for Heaven, is not to be underſtood in away of, ñ 
popiſh Purgation or Merits, - viz, by Prayers, - | 
125 Muni ficence, Aims, Pilgrima es, Penance; 
urgatory, Oc. The Reward, is of Gtace not of 
Debt, or Deſert, for all cur Rizhteouſr:efes are but *s 
& filthy raps ; and whey, we have done all we are bt 
unprofitable Servants ( ſaith our Sayiour ) I/. 44. 
6. Luke 17. 10. Our good hope and everlaſting 5 
conſolation is through grace. - 4 
© Secondly, the readinefs is not to be underſtood 
as if all that ſhould go to Heaven with Chriſt have 
an inherent, ſinleſs, and perſonal Perfection; as ; 
Stars have their rwinklings, and Diamonds their 
| flaws, and the beſt Gold doth need ſome gramm 
"MP of allowance; ; lo the moſt eminent Chriſtians have” 
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their frailties and mixtures of corruption; 
+ Solomon chalengeth the whole World, when he 
| faith, Nuo can ſay I have made my heart clean, I 
am pure from my fin ® Tis true, there j 4 gener a= 
tion pure in their own eyes, yet are not waſhed from 
their filthineſs, Prov. 30. 11. Such were the 
Phariſees, and ſome PerfeCtionifts of this our 
age; whereas the Life of the moſt holy Man in 
the World, is not as a Garden without weeds; 
this is reſerved for Heaven. And if none die 
comfortably, of go in with Chriſt, but thoſe 
who have lived perfectly; then every man muſt 
go out of the World with deſpair and terrour; 
for the failings of God's People are more than 
| their duties, their corruptions more than their 
WET. graces: fo that whoever goes to Heaven muſt be 
beholding tothe redeeming Blood, and juſtifying 
ERighteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus. This being 
premiſed, I ſhall proceed to the Explanarion of 
the Doctrine, in which I (tall obſerve this Or- 
der and Method, "Ba 3 | 
Firſt ſhew, That there is a Fitneſ and Prepa: 
redueß in believers far their future ſtate of ble 
F . neſs, GENES . > 
= Fcondly, That thu Fitneff is in the day and 
eine of Life, not after Death. | 
Thirdly, Vit thy Fitneſs for Chriſt and Hea- 
* „ Eh 
Pourthly, I ſhall give the Reaſons upon which. 
4 all muſt prepare, and why none elſe muſt go in with 
Ci. I | 
8  Fifthly, Tinprove all in. ſeverat Ne. 
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Firſt, That Beliesers are divinely. qualiſiel 
for their State of Bleſſedneſt; being a People 
made ready and prepared for the Lord, Luke 1.47, 
That rhoſe wile Virgins are fit and accounted © 
worthy to go in with Chriſt, will appear three 
ways. | | | 
- Firſt, By their intrinſical Endowments and 
nn, or what God hath done in 
Secondly, By the choice Epithites and Titles, © 
given to chem. | | 4 

. Thirdly, Their Priviledges and Regalities 
with which they are inveſted and ennoblel. 

Firſt, Their inward Frame and Confſtiratuon 
doth exceed the whole World. There is moſt 
rare, curious and inimirable work of the Diving 
Spirit upon the Souls of all chat fhall go in with 

hriſt. Behievers are his erg they are 
renewed in the Spirit of their mind, an have put on 
the new Man, which after God is created in rigbte- 
ouſneſi and true bolineſſ. They are holy Brethren, | 
partakers of the heavenly Calling, and a divine = 
Nature, and transformed and changed from glory to 
7577 into the ſame Image. They are ſaid to be gal- 
led to Glory and Vertue, and the life they live is cal- 
led the Life of God, and their Converſation is 
ſaid eo be in Heaven, Eph. 2. 10. Eph. 4. 23, 244 
Heb. 3. 1. 2 Per. 1.4. 2 Cor. 3. 17. ; 
_ Secondly, Their Titles do ſpeak their Fitneſs; 
They are called the Children of the Bride-chamber, 
Children of the Kingdom, Children of the Rein- 
SIS, 54 8 MAS.” <A. 
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rett ion, Chriſt's fair One, the Ning Dag lter, 
Gods Fewels, hy peculiar Treaſure, his eæcelleut 
Ones, ſuch of whem the World is not worthy. -- 
Wbat is the Chaff to the Wheat, or Pebbles to 
Pearls, or clods of Earth to the bright Stars, or 
the children of Hell, ro theſe earthly Angles. | 
The Name of a Chriftiah is a moſt honourable Wl 
Name. Alexander thought himſelf happy that 
he might be named Achilles, and Ceſar if he if 
aught de called Alexander, The Believers Name. 
is of greater Renown, Solon was called the 
Wonder of Greece, and the Glory of the Greeks, 
but he was not to compare with the meaneſt || 
Saint. Conſtantine and Valentinian, two famous: 
-  Emperours, called themſelves YVa/ſalos Chriſti, 
dhe Vaſſals of Chriſt; and Theodgins another Em- 
erour profeſſed, It was mere honour to him, to be 
embrum Eccicfiawquam Caput Enperii, 4 
Member of the Church, then Head of the Em- 
Pres... : 
* Thirdly, Their Priveledges alſo do evidence 
this Fitneſs, which are all Royal. 
Il Firſt, They have a Royal Deſcent, and ſo the 
| Sons and Daughters of the Lord God Almigh- 
ty, My Firſ-born, faith the Lord of Iſracl of his 
people. We read of the Children of baſe Men, 
viler then the Earth, Fob 30. 8. Fezabel is called 
a curſed Woman, though a Kings Daughter. 
Nebuchadnezzar is called an abominable branch, 
and Antiochus Epiphanes, a vile perſon? Believers 
are of God, and born not of blood nor of 
the will of the fleſh, nor of men, but from a- 
bove, John 3. > 
Secondly, Moreover they have a Royal Spirit. 
Nebuchadnezzar told Daniel, In him was the 
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Spiris of the holy Gods. Feſhua and Caleb (that 
cn into the holy 12800 were Nen el an- 
other Spirit, Numb. 14. 24. This Spirit that fits 
them for Heaven is a holy Spirit, Rom. 4. 4. A 
Spirit of Grace, a Spirit of Glory, 1 Pet. 1. 14. 
called, becauſe it comes from the God of 
Glory, and preparesthem for Glory. : 
Thirdly, They have Royal Offices, and are 
employed about Royal buſineſs. They are Kings 
rand Prieſts, whoſe Employment is Projin and 
divine Praiſe, Rev. 1. 6. Pſal. 6.24, 1 Pet. 2. 5,9. . 
 Fourthly, They have Royal Attendants, the 
glorious Angels; theſe Watchers, whoare great 
in ſtrength, ſtand as Sentinels at their doors ro. 
rotect their Perſons, day and night while they 
ta : and they muſt convey their Souls thorough 
the Devils Territories ſafe to the Place of 
their everlaſting habitation, after they are dead, 
Pſal. 34. 8. Heb. 1.14. Luke 16. 22. If you are 
by Grace prepared for Glory, God is your God. 
3 and this is your Guard, ; | 
Ss Fifthly, They have a Royal Law, which js the 
Rule and Standard of their Obedience to God. 
Fam, 2. 8. The Writing was the Wriring f 
God, who was both the Dictator and the Scribe, 
Exod. 32. 16. where note, that the Scripture is 
the Word of God, John 10. 35. | 
Sixthly, e Res Royal Apparel, a Royal 
preſence, and belong. to a Royal City: and 
when they go in with Chriſt, they ſhall be on 
= Throne-Royal, and have the Crown-Roy. © 
al. | | iz} | 
It cannot be denied, but that they are ſet apart 
for God, and fitted for his Preſence, Eſal. 4+ 3. 
God hath ſet apart the man that ij godly * 
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felf. Mire ſegregavit cum indicio excellentiæ, 
( ſaith one upon the Place) God hath gloriouſly, 
wonderfully, miraculouſly ſeparated to himſelr 
the Godly Man. Here Note, | 
That we do not make our ſelves fit, or meet | 
for Heaven, God muſt do it. ho can make 
hy heart clean? we may waſh the out-fide of- 
the Cup, God muſt cleanſe that which is within, 
viz, the Heart from wickedneſs. I am the Lord 
that healeth thee, | 3 
i.  Chriftians are made fit by. Redemption, by 
Vocation, by Adoption, by Juſtification, by San- 
f ctiſication. „ | 
This ſhonld cauſe the godly ro wonder at 
the Power of Divine Grace. If a King caſt 
bis favour on a mean ſubject or ſlave, and pre. 
fer him to a great and: honourable Office, yet 
he cannot change his .nature, and give him fit- 
neſs for that place: But God doth not only 
give- a Kingdom to his Saints, but inwardly 
adapt, and fit them for that Kingdom. And 
as nene had right to the Land of Canan but the 
- Iſraelites, ſo none have right to Heaven but the 


ö * Jaints; (but of this more afterwards ). 
erer. 


Secondly,” This Readineſs is in the day and time 
of Life, not after Death. O that thou hadſt known + 
in this thy day ( (aid Chrift to the Jews) be 
things that belong to thy 3 There is a time 
Lf known and appointed o after which they 
cmall never · repent and be converted, who have 
Br 
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bd a , 
and are not cbnverted. Tis true, the eternal 2 
God is not limited to any term or means, 
but Man is limited to time and means. Sin- 
ner, thou haſt a great Work h do, a long - 
Journey to go, and many and mighty Adverſa- 
ries to divert and hinder thee; thy Work is ta 
prepare for Death and judgment, which is ve- 
ry near; thy Voyage or Journey is to the eyer- 
laſting World, Provifion muſt Be made while in 
the way. To apply this a little, and to quicken 
you to husband che precious Talent of Time 
in order to Eternity, I ſhall propoſe three 
things; Firſt, conſidet how ſhort and uncertain 
our being in the World is. Secondly, as Life 
is ſhorr, ſo the continuance of the means of 
grace will not be long. Thirdly, when gray 
haires, old Age, ſickneſs, ( Solomons evil day) 
comes, that is not ſo fit and proper a ſeaſon to 
prepair for Heaven. Firſt; remember how ſhorr 
and uncertain thy being in the World is; Our 
life ij but avapour, Jam. 4. 14. that ſoon appear- 
eth and diſappeareth, diſperſed aſſoon as 4qailed. 
Tis a liltle ſpot of time between two Eter- 
nities. One of the Ancients doubteth, whether 
- to call it a dying life, or a living death: And 
it our Life (which is a breathing Death) had 
bin leſs then a vapour, it had bin nothing at all. 
The Pſalmiſt deſcribes Man as Graß, Plal. 9c. 
In the Morning it flouriſpeth, in the Evening it i- 
cut down, and withereth. _ | 9 
Mas continueth but a very ſhort time, his 
life is but a ſpan long, or but a day long, like 
Fonah's Gourd, came up in a night, and periſhed 8 
| in a night. The firſt Step Man ſets upon che 
ſtage. of chis World, he is going out 1 el 
Key 44 World. 4 
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World. The Naturaliſts ſpeaks of a Fly 

they call Ephemeron, a creature cf one day, 

which cometh forth in the Morning, is very 

active about Noon, but u hen the Sun declineth, 

ogra; too, and ſets with the ſetting of the 
un. ; 

Man is an Ephemercn, a creature of one day. 


The Ancient of days ſets up our Glaſs in Hea- 


ven, there it is running, and we ſee not how 
it baſtens to an end, Think O deyour Soul, 


of the ſugaciry and ſwiftneſs of thy time here 


by 
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Rirth, and Act all our 


below, the Line and Leaſe of Liſe will quickly be 
our : Ir is but a point of time that we live, while 
we do but turn, Immortality is preſent. This 
preſent Lite is but the place of our Inn and Se- 
pulchre; the beginning of this Life is but the 
Exordium of Death, Vite bujus Principiumſt atim 
Mortis eſt Exordium. We are carried every mo- 
ment of time to the End of Time. Our Life is 


but like one failing ; he who doth ſail, whether 


he ſtand or fit, whether he fleep, watch or 
walk, he is carried nearer the Port? may we 


not ſay with old Jacob, Gen. 47. 9. Few and 


evil have the days of the years of my life been: 
where we have his Account caſt up ; God is the - 
the great Landlord. of our time, the Leaſe is 
for Life, not years but days, not many days but 


few. Life ( ſaid one) j a Roſe, which, if we view 
in rd the Cold nips it, the Heat withers it, 
the 


nd ſhakes it; be it never ſo fair it wighers, 


Another ſaith, Life 3s a counterfeit, whar if the 
Colours be fair, and the Reſemblances neer, the 
Sha ddows of Death, and the Curtains of the Grave 
will darken all; "Tis a 12. We enter at our 
ite, preſently there is 

an 
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3 
an Exit, or end, and away we go. One be- 
ing asked what was Life, he ſhews himſelf a 
little, and hides him!e:f again, his meaning was. 
this, Our Life is but a little ſnew, no ſooner are 

ve ſeen, but immediatly we are hid and gone. 
O ſleepy and ſecure ſinner, think of the cer- 
tainty of Death, the danger of thy Soul, the 
nearneſs and length of Eternity, and the Ne- 
ceſſity of preparnig in a moment of time for - i 
an everlaiting Eſtate. Die and leave the World 
we muſt, in the Grave there is no work, aſter 
Death the Judgment, Heb. 9. 27. Sin poſſons 
the Arrow ip the Quiver of the King of Ter- 
rors, and puts the Sythe IN Deaths hand that \ 
cur us down. Methinks Sin ſpeaks to the ſe. 
veral Generations of Men whom Death hath 
Conquered, as David to the Prieſt who had eſ- 

_ Saul bloody Sword, I have been the occa- 
fiou of all this. Sin and Death are coupled to- 
gether, Rom, 8,2, - 3 

Secondly, As Life is ſhort, ſo the continuance 
of the means of Grace will not be long. There 
are many faithful, able, painful Miniſters have 

Preached their laſt; and an abundance, yea, 
multitudes of Sinners, time: loſers, that have heard 
their laſt; and this will be my caſe and yours 
in a little time. The Prophets, do they livre 
for ever ? "MX 

We have but a little time to intreat and to treat 
with you about your Souls, to call, invite and 
perſwade you to come to. Chriſt, and accept o 
mercy: and which Miniſter or Sermon ſhall be 
the laſt thou ſhalt hear, who can tell? There 
are ſiæ days, ſaid the Maſter of the Synagogue, 
 Luke-13. in which men ought to work, in hem 
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thorefore come and be healed, Ve muſt ſeek the 
Lord while he may be found, Iſa. 55. 6. For be- 
hold now is the appointed time, now is the day of 
Salvation, 2 Cor. 6. 1. Moreover, as the Mini- 
ſtry and outward means is uncertain, ſo the 
time of rhe Spirits working with the Word is 
uncertain. My Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with 
Man. The Spirit is compared ro the Wind, 
who can tell when the Wind will blow, and 
BE. how long it will continue its ſweet gales to con- 
ey us to glory. The Door of Grace is yet 
open to loſt and undone ſinners, who have ſlight- 
cd mercy. God did not deal fo with the An- 
ce's that fell, they ſinned, and the Lord caſt 
them down, and ſhut the Gate of Glory upon 
them immediately. But the day for the things of 
thy peace is continued. Its ſaid, the Devil is buſie 
becauſe his time is hort, Rev. 12. 12. And ſhall 
we be worſe then the Devil: The time is ſhort, 
Wo 1 Cor: 7+ 27. The angel will ere long Swear by him 
hat liveth, that time ſhall be no more, You that 
are Travelling towards Heaven muſt make 
EE haſte ; the workman that ſets a time for his task, 
=. liſtens, to che Clock, and counts the hours. We 
= have a great task and a ſhort time, redeem it 
in order to Eternity. This is Gods hour, and 
& -— this is mine; what I do for my dear Soul, 
- whartl lay up for Erernity muſt be now done 
or never. G remember, its but an hour, but 
a a day, and this will quickly paſs a way: In 
What anguiſh of ſoul, deſpair and torment, will 
many wiſh for thoſe hours again: The loſs of 
= ſo many opportunities for the gaining of Hea- 
ven, will be as ſo many drops of gall and poi- 
E fon in thy honey, It makes me weep, ſaid one, 
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when my Hour-Glaſi is befide me, to ſee every- 
ſpeck of Sand to follow other ſa ſpeedily ; therefore 
the Apoſtle exhorts to Redeem Time; I muſt work, 
faid ofir dear Lord, while it is day, John 9. 4. 
Sinner, if Death Mould come, and find the un- 


ready, thou art undone Soul and Body for 
ever. | 


are ready to enter into the Gulf of Eterniñß ,. 
In the Word we have. one only inſtance of the”. A 
Thief upon the Croſs; but remember his con- 
verſion was one of the wonders of Chriſts Pa- 
ſion; when Chriſt was on the Croſs, the dun wass 
darkned from the ſixth hour to the ninth hour, 
the Vail of the Temple was rent in twain, thjge 
Earth did quake, the Rocks rent, the Graves 
opened, the Bodies of Saints which ſlept aroſe, 
and a notorious ſinner was Converted, all whien, 
is wonderful. Auſtin being ſent ro give his ü 
22 of one that had delayed, and put of 

is repentance, returned this Anſwer, Non dic 8 
damnabitur, non dico ſalvabitur, T do nor ſay he* - 
ſhall be damned, I do nor ſay he ſhall be ſaved; . 
bur repent while ir is well; Life or Death, Sal-* 
vation or Damnation may depend upon this * 
day. Tamerlain, when he laid ſiege to a Cit7 
er Fort, firſt Erected a wlüte Flag, * 7 
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offering Peace; the ſecond a Red, ro ſignify 


Blood; thirdly, he ſhewed them a black Engine, 


denoting devaſtation and deſtruction: The Ho- 


ly Ghoſt faith, Today if you will hear his voice, 


harden not your hearts. There was one reſolved 
ro kill Julius Caſar ſuch a day; the night be- 
fore a Friend ſent him a Letter ro acquaint 
him with it; but being at ſnapper and buſie, I 
will not look upon it now (aach he) 10 morrom 
735 a new day: The next day when he ſhould have 


read the Letter he was ſtabbed, God ſends thee a a 


Letter a Meſſage from Heaven, To day hear his 


voice, to day repent and leave thy fins, or 


for eyer to Hell. 


„ 5 * 
* 4 * 


SEC 1K III. 


Thirdly, Lg: 92 now enquire what this Pre- 


paration to go in with Chriſt is. And I wiſh that 
all who read this Diſcourſe may underſtand it, 


not only notionally and ſpeculatively, but alſo 
heartily and experimentally. | | 
In Anſwer to. this third particular, here is- 
ſomething Negatively, and ſomething Poſitive- 
+ ly, and both in reference to believers and un- 
- believers: | 
Negatively, Preparation for Chriſt and Hea- * 
ven, doth note lie or conſiſt in any thing that is 


natural; or acquired by mans utmoſt induſtry. 


Let the Qualifications, Endowments, Emprove- 
ments and Attainments of Men be never lo rare 4 


and excellent, while without ſupernatural rege- 
nerating grace, they cannot be fir and prepared 


for immediate and eternal fellowſhip | with God. 
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N 
To explicate this, take theſe four Particulars. 
Firſt, Readineſs for Chriſt and Heaven doth 
not conſiſt in being Virgins, 7. e. Church-Mem- 
bers, and in having the ſpecious leaves of Pro- 
feflion. There are more than a few who pretend 
to and profeſs the true Religion, that are carnal], 
rotten and falſe in that Religion: All in the vi- 
ſible Church that are ſealed with the Sign and 
Sacrament of Initiation, are not made fit for 
divine Communion. Nicodemnus was circumciſed, 
yer not fit for the Kingdom of Heaven. Judas 
as an Apoſtle and Preacher, bit the Son of 


Predition. Simon Magus was baprized, and in 


the gall of birternels. | 
Many think, tis ſufficient to ſave them, that 
they were born in England, and deſcended of 


Religious or Proteſtant Parents, that they keep 


their Church, ſay their Prayers, receive the 
Lords Su 3 and procure their abſolution when 
dying: | unbelieving Fews gloried in their 
External Rites and Privileges, crying out, The 
Temple of the Lord? and becauſe they had their 
Prieſts, and · Sacrifices and could go up to Feru- 
alem to worſhip, they were (as they thought) 


the happieſt People in the whole World. How-- . 
many Atheiſts and haters of God and Holineſs, 


have been Baptized? Reſt not here; for he is 


not a Few that is one outwardly, Rom. 2. 28. 


Gal. 6. 13. God calls the Circumciſed MHelitec, 
Kine of Baſhan, and be Children of the Ertfiop:an, 
Am. 4. 1, 9, 7. 


2. Neither doth it conſiſt in trimming of Lewpe, 


i. e. in External Duties and Religious A 
which to the vew of the World mayche ſplen- 


did and very plaufible. Bona opera non faciunt 
N Oe | bonuni | 


* 
N ” 2 4 N 


-. CS... 
. 8 - . 
. - ke * 


_ 
— « * kk 
* 

1 9 

* 8 4 
w\./ 2 , i- 
va 

F : 


_—>_ U 
* 7 


x 3s 
Cr 5 
* 
* % id 
TY g 


and Communion with Chriſt, without which 


| 5 : Power of Religion. The Jews, High Priefts, and 
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bonum virum, ſed vir bonus facit opera bona. Luther, 
Good works do not make a good man, but 

a good man makes good works. Unregenerate 
men, their ſervices proceed from the ſame prin- 
ciple that their fins do. The Tree mult be 
good before the Fruit can be good; the ourfide 
of the cup or platter may be clean; Men may 
hear the word gladly, fo did Herod, and Pray 
frequently, fo did the Phariſees, and thoſe Hy- 
2 T/aiah 58. Men may receive the Lords 
upper, ſo did Judas, and do much more, and 
yet be far from the Kingdom of Heaven: MoreS 
over they may be exact in their ſecond table 
duties, wrong no Man, be Juſt and Righteous, 
ye unto Ceſar the things that are Cæſurs, 

fo were ſome of the Heathen) and yet be 

| ſtrangers to God, the new Birth, Union 


no Man can be capacitated, and prepared for 
the divine Preſence. | h AG 
3ly, Neither doth this readineſs for Chriſt 
lie in being of ſuch a party, and opinion, or in 
being hot and zealous for ſuch modes and forms: 
of Religion and Worſhip : A Man may be Epiſ- 
copal, a Presbyterian, an Independent, an An- 
abaptiſt, and a ſtranger to the Life and 


Elders ; the Scribes and Phariſees were zealous 


for Moſes Law, the Cuſtom and Traditions of 


their Fathers, but the worſt Enemies Chriſt had. 
The Prelate of Rome ſticks not to impoſe on 
and. Depoſe Princes, and their bloody deluded 
Vaſſals can murder and ſhed the blood of P/‘ 
teftants dat of cruel religious zelall. 
alu. Neither doth it lie in mental Illumina- 
| Th tion. 


14 


(77) 
ion and excellent rare parts, gifts, common 
race and good opinion, and. approbation 
of the Feſt, moſt ſerious and judicious Men. | 
A Mais Mind and Intel!ect1als may be Adorn- 1 
d wich rare Noricns : He may be able to diſ- 4 
pute me :eadiy, accuratly and profoundly 
about T heologica: Principles; he may Pray and 
Preach like an Angel, and be in high eſteem 
in the Church, and. yet have nothing in him to 
Intirle him to Chriſt, and prepare him for Hea- 
ven. There is a ſhining droſs and counterfeit SiC 
ver which deceiveth many, as a Briſtol· Stone may 
ſhew and ſhine like a Diamond, and a Coun- 
ter like a piece of Gold; the Picture ofa Manmay - A 
be like a Man, and Artificial Flowers are as fair, 
and look like natural Flowers; ſo common grace 
hath the reſemblance of ſaving Grace; ſo that ſome 
queſtion whether it differs in Specie or Degree 4 
only. There are partial and almoſt Chriſtians,who Fx 
ſeem to bid for Chrift and Heaven, as ud, De- 
mu, and many others. And who can tellhowhigh ü 
and eminent Men may be in office and prefeſſion, 
how ſound and orthodox in Judgment and Opi- 
nion, how deep in Conviction and Contriion, 
how regular in Converſation, how zealous, and xiY 
warm in Aﬀection, how forward. in duties of - 
Piety and Charity, and ready to ſuffer, how | 
lifted up with aiery titillations of Joy, ſips 
and taſts of Comfort reſulting from thoughts of 
free Grace, and miſapplying the promiſes, ac 
the ſuperficial tranſient operations of the Spirit, 
and bur halve it with God, and fall ſnort of.Hea- 
ven: how much alike were theſe Virgins ( 
ſay nothing of thei: Agreement in number, 
and Name)] they were all in ſociery, the7 
. 3-0 744. 4 ) WR were E. 
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(18) 
were all aſleep, they were all awakned and 
rowſed up, they all went to work and trim'dl 
their Lamps, they all went out to meet the Bride- 
groom: and the fooliſh came to the Door with 
| Lerd, Lord, epen to us: If good words, and 
wiſhes, and O le: me die the Death of the 828 ; 
on will ſave Men, they would all go ro Hea- 
ven, Many ſpin ſmall, and make hypocriſie Wl 
ſeem a good Web, and go through the Market WW 
as Saints among, men; and yet ſteal quierly to 
Hell without Obſervation: So eafie it i to de- 
ceive men { ſaid an eminent Divine) Tis doleful 
to think and ſee ſuch Troops and Droves of prophane, 
ignorant, perſumptuous Men and Women, 5 down 
» merrily to Hell with a golden dream and hope of 
Heaven: Like the Fiſh that ſport and play in For- 
dan, and then fall into the dead Sea; like Ha- 
man that went chearfully ro Heſters Banquet, 
not ee his life was the mark that ſhe 
Aim d at: How many ſecure Souls afleep in fin 
go ont of the World, and never awake till they 
come to Hell. 8 

\- Having ſpoken ſomething in the Negative 
concepring is fitneſs and readineſs for Chriſt ; 

I proceed now to the Poſitive part of my An- 
{wer wherein it doth conſiſt. „ 

1. There is an initial, or an habitual readineſs 
tor Heaven, and there is alſo a more actual fit- 
neſs to go in with Chriſt, 7 
As ſoon as a Man is taken out of his natu- 
ral ſoil, and the ſeed of God is ſown in his Heart, 
he is habitual ready for his future Happineſs. 
If a Believer ſhould die the firſt day of his * 
Converſion, he wold certainly go ro Heaven, 

- witneſs the Thief upon the Croſs. ' Bur truly | 
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there are many dear Children of God not a&tn- A 
ally prepared, becauſe heir {piritud] eſtate is not | 
ſo well ſettled. Tis a great duty for all that are 
eſpouſed to Chriſt, to be in a conſtant and con- 
tinual readineſs to meet Chriſt, and have a im- 
mediate Communion with him: But ſad expe- 
rience proves it is not fo. A Woman may be el. 
pouſed to another, and yer ſhe may be ſometimes 
not ready to meet him; ber ornaments may be 
off, and her foul apparel on. To Reſolve this 

] ſhall ſhew, q | 

Firſt, When the Chriſtian is not ready. 

Secondly, When he is actually ready. 2 
Firſt, When the Believers Soul, like Hezekiah's 
Sun, is gone {ome degrees backward, i. e. under 
remarkable declinings; And the beſt things in | 
him are ready to die, vix. grace, inward-joy, 
ce, old experiences, godly ſorrow are ready  - 
to die, If the firſt warm, burning, flaming love 
of the Eſpouſals be leſſened, and much abared 
towards Chriſt, ſo thar Mans Heart doth vigo- 
rouſly go forth after ſenſual Objects, and the 
dead child is put in the place ot the living Child z 
is he fit to go in with Chriſt ? If Grace be under | 
remarkable decays and witherings, and the Souls 
Beauty deparred, Can a Man then welcome 
Chriſt? What cauſe have thouſands to cry out 
with the Prophet, My leanneſ, my leaneſs: 8 it 
not Autumn or Winter in many a Soul? 
How little life and love have you, and 
N ado to * it. . heard a good "i 
oman, in a diſpairing condition, complain - 

of want of natural Aeon to her Hausband and 
Children. And may we not with Holy. Brad- 
Ford weep for want of love to our deareſt 5 8 
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'H X 20 :.. 
and embracing the boſom of a ſtranger. If the 
Wives affectionbe withdrawn from her Husbands 
BB Perſon, is ſhe fit now to appear before him, when 
-ſhe bath no heart to receive him? -Thercfore 
ſtrenthen the things that are ready to die, blow u 
the ſpark ot love into a flame, and thou may 
lay, Come, Lord Feſus. e — 54 
Secondly, When the poor Chriſtian, being un- 
der deſertion, is doubtful of his eternal conditi- 
on, and cannot tell what will bechis place, when 
be leaves the World he is unfit; when thick 
Miſts ſurround us, and black Clouds cover us, 
the many ſinking fears, jealouſies, and damping 
doubts about « A love of Chriſt renders us un- 
ready. This is the Caſe of many Soul who hath 
made choice of God to be his, and wonders at his 
love to him, yet is ready to ſpeak as the 
Church, ⁊ion ſaid, the Lord harh fcrſaken me, my 
. God hath forgotten me, Iſa. 49. 14. My Soul 3s caſt. 
dAduopn, ſaith David, within me, all hy billows paſs 
oder me; hath God forgotten to be gracious, I 
doubt my Heart is not upright, that my Founda- 
tion is not ſound, that I ſhould be ſhur out of 
= Heaven, faith the deſponding Soul. Hezekiah, 
though he walked before God with a perfect 
leart, yer bitterly complained. that he was cut 
off. A very holy and learned Miniſter com- 
=. plains thus, I have often diſputed, whether or no 1 
bee any thing. of Chriſtianity, except the letter 
"of the Name. © | Ys 
The Woman in Mr, Bolton ſaid, . I have bin 
tze Mother of Nine Children, and have born them 
Be. with as much pain as moſt Nomen, yet I could be 
= contented to bear the ſame pain every day, that 1 
have endured with all my Children, to be aſſured of 
| w „ . nn > 
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bonſand years, ſo that he might be aſſured of the 
eaſt favour from God afterwards, And will you 


1 
1 


= wcreof drinketh up my Spirit: the terrours of God 


r 
y Part in Chriſt, Another cried out, He could 
e contented that his body ſhould burn in Hell a 


ot pity me, ſaith Mrs. Drake, that muſt burn in $ 
ell for ever? Sirs, in a time of deſertion, when by 
30d hides his face, and Heaven is out of ſight, 
he Child of Light walks in Darkneſs, the Soul 
s not ready, The thoughts of God are terrible. 
remembred God, and was troubled, ſaith David, 
T fink, the deep waters are come into my ſoul, The 
Arrows of the Almighty are within me, the Poyſon 


do ſet themſelves in array againſt me, Job 6. 4 
O pitty me my friends, Job 19. Another walking 4 
in the Field ( ſeeing a Fly) cried out, This Fly -_ if 
comes armed with the wrath of God againſs me. 
Now when the trembling ſoul apprehends it. © 
{elf to hang like an equal ballance between 
two Eternities, and cannot tell whether he ſhall 
go up or down, live or die, be ſaved or damn- 
ed; he is not fit to ſhoot the Gulf: This made 
David pray, Pſal. 39. ult. Spare me a little before 2 
T go hence and be no more. | wo 
Here Note, Thar there is a double Deſparartt- 
on, A Deſperation of Infidility, and A Deſperation _ 
of Extremity: The former viz. A total and perpe- 
tual Deſperation, nohe of Gods Elect ones ſhall © i 
fall under: but the latter, the Deſperation of Extre= 
miry, ( which doth cure their ſtupidity, and pro- 
voke and prompt them to the uſe of the means,) 
they are obnoxious to: They are ſometimes ü 
brought very low in their ſouls: Luther, by 
realon of rhe trouble of his mind, wiſht he had 8 
neyer bin a man, The SHR firs ſolirary * 
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TSS oh: 13 
- as a Widow forſaken, his fighs are many, 
and his heart is faint, when God covers himſelf 
with a Cloud. This made a godly Woman dy- 
( ing whoſe Evidences for Heaven could nor be 
-read ) pray Lord let me not go to the place where 
the wicked are, for I never loved them in my life. 
Thirdly, After ſome ſad fall, and when a man 
is under ſome violent Temptation, or Paſſion, 
he is unready, A good man may be under the 
4: © powerof ſome ſudden, hor and ſinful paſſion, and 
§dt.aſſaulted with an helliſh temptation, he may 
b tempted to curſe and blaſpheme God to deſtroy 
himſelf; he may be bereaved of his Reaſon 
> and Underſtanding, and be ragingly mad: 
© Paſſion, is the Law of the Soul, and brevis in- 
= ſania, a ſhort madneſs. Fob and Feremiah in 
their Paſſion did both curſe the day of their 
birth; Jonas told God, He did well to be angry. 
Moreover, after a Chriſtian hath fallen into 
ſome groſs foal fin. God may frown and write 
© bitter thingsagainſt him, fill his conſcience with 
LXxerrour, hang him over hell, and threaten to re- 
move him out of his ſight : till he hath renewed * 
= his Repentance. A foul fall doth ſo grieve the 
Spirit, that it may make God carry himſelf 
EF towards his as if he were an Enemy. God doth 
deal with his for their great tranſgreſſions, as 
David with Abſolom, who commanded him out 
of his fight, 2 Sam. 14. 24. In this fad and 
E deplorable caſe, Evidences for Heaven are 
blurred, and all old Experiences of the Love 
and Favour of God are. under ground: David 
© © after his fall was as a dead man, and prayed, Caſt  - 
me not away from thy preſence, Plal. 5 1. 11. 
Pcourchly, When a Man hath omitted wake? 


(23) 
and commanded duties, let down his Watch, 
and neglected his Lords Work ; and falls a nod- 
ding, or into a Lethargy, (as thoſe Virgins did) 
ill rouſed up with the Cry of Midnight, he is 
ot prepared to go in with Chriſt. If a Mans 
onſcience draws up a black Bill of Indictment 


againſt him, tor the neglect of the moſt weighty 
nd important Duties, he is no more fit ro meet 


idden Fruit, or a Steward who had much be- 
ruſted him to improve for his Lords uſe, 
and had let all ſeaſons go wherein he might 
have Traded and gain'd ſomewhat for him: 
How can he appear before him when no fair 
account may be {een ? Sothe Lord hath intruſted 
thee with many Talents, Grace, Parrs, Time, 


Strength, Health, Means, &c. And you are 


not Lords bur Stewards of all theſe : How can 
you with comfort and confidence ſtand befor 


Chriſt, if chat be neglected 2 O thus it is with 
many a Chriſtian, who hath loſt that vigour, 


zeal, activity, and forwardneſs for the Work 8. 
of God that once he had. Hence come thoſe 


ſad Alarms, ſtings and convictions of Conſcience, 
ſhakings and ſinkings of Spirit under the ſence 
of Guilt, 

And is not this the caſe of many Virgins? ſo 


an Account, how many muſt Anſwer, Not ready 
Lord, my work.is not done. O then berimes do your 


work, and ſet things right in your ſouls every day. 


Secondly, Hen is a Chriſtian aciualhj ready? 
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hriſt then Adam after he had eaten the for- 


that if Chriſt ſhould arreſt, and ſummon them 
by death, and call them to redaere rationem, give 


. . . * 2 a 4s; "A 
Anſw. A Chriſtian is actually ready Wen 
he hark, thoſe rare and 8 qualifications of” +. 
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>the wiſe Virgins, (viz.) his Veſſel clean, and 
the Oyl in his Lamp and Veſſel, 7. e. The 
- Spirit of Chriſt and theigraces of the Spirit which 
are called Rows of Jewels, Chains of Gold, 
and Rivers of Living Water, This is the A- 
nointing, 1 Fohn 2. 27. That Oyl upon Aaron's 
Head which ran down to the Skirts of his Gar- 
ment: Chriſt the Head of Influencies (of whom 
L Aaron was a Type) was Anoinzed above his 
'Y Fellows, and of his fulneſs Saints receive grace 
for grace, John 1. | 
But more particularly, 
_ Firſt, When a Chriſtian (being paſt from 
nature to grace) can prove by the Word that 
infallible truth, chat he is in a ſtate of Sal- 
1 vation, and hath therefore good hope, through 
grace, that his ſoul is ſafe, 
By When Noah was ſhut up in the Ark he was 
bout of dangef, and prepared for the Deluge, 
and could not be drowned, Sc. | , 
- When a Believer is gotten into Chriſt , he 
: hath ſhot the Gulf, and cannot be damned, Rom. 
8. 1. If thine affection be eſpouſed to the Lord 
=. * and divorced from all ochers, ſo that thou 
A 


* 
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aſt accepted him for thine Husband, and given 
him thine heart, thou canſt not fall ſhorr of 
Heaven, or miſs of going in with Chrift, Sin- 
ner, do not count upon a Kingdom of Glory 
and eternal Salvation, without a ſound Conver- 
fion. Read what Chriſt ſpake to his own Diſci- 
24 ples, Mat.18.3,Verily, I ſay unto you, except you be 
= ' - Converted you ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven: What more plain then the Doctrine 
Chtiſt Preach'd ro Nicodemus, Ex8ept a man be 
by  #orn-again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. He 
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cannot enter into the Kingdom Heaven, Fohn 3. 3 
Why then ſhouldft thou hope, and expect to en- 
ter into Life, who doſt hide and harbour God's 
Enemies, and art yet in thy ſins. Chriſtian, hath 
my renewed heaven born: ſoul the Impreſs of 4 
the Divine Image on it? Cæſars Coin had Cſars HM 
Image; Is holineſs to the Lord engraven upon 
the "pig ? Haſt thou that Divine drop that can 
{wim againſt the Stream of corrupt nature? God » 
is reſolved that not one grain of ſaving Grace 
ſhall go to Hell: Certainly, thou art a choſen - 
Veſſel and ready, when ever Chriſt ſhall call 
to go in with him to the Marriage. The Riches 
of Glory are the Inheritance of the Saints, and 
if thou haſt a mind to ſee the very Picture ß ñ⁶ 
the inviſible God, look upon a pious, humble, 
holy Man: There is a reſplendent beauty on 
the Believer, no San ſa much like a Father, 
no Daughter ſo like her Mother as the Saint 
is like God, What it brave Silken habbit u- 
on the Body, Earings, Jewels, upon the Neck: . = 
Plaired-Hair, Curls, Towers, Spots, and Pains 
on the Face and Forehead, to a ſanctified holy 
Heart. The Church is glorious within, there is 
that in the Chriſtian, ( viz; rhe new Creature/ 
that can call God Father; Holineſs is the Arms 
of Heaven, the Harbinger of Heaven; we may 
ſee the harveſt of Glory in the ſeed of Grace. 
Grace is Glory im its nonage, and Glory is Grace 
grown up ro its perfect ſtature: The time can- 
not be long between a Chriſtians Converſion and 
his. Coronation. WR _— 
.* Secondly, When a Belieyer is gotten into the 
ſubburbs of Glory by Communion with God, 
and his heart is ſincerely fer to pleale and ho- 
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gonr him; when it is thus, he may ſay with Jacob 


this is no other but the Houſe of God, and this is 


the Gate of Heaven, "Tis real Acquaintance and 
munion with Chriſt, and conformiry to Chrift, 
muſt make us ready, Canſt thou take the greateſt 
complacency in pleafing God, and ſay of it, as 
the Maryr, of his Priſon, This is better then any 
Pleaſure, then any Paradice, J pronounce thee 
ready for the divine Preſence. When a Man 


' hath a ſingle Eye to make Gods Glory his Mark, 


and is ſometimes. taken into the moum of divine 
Communion, he is certainly prepared for the 
viſion and eternal fruition of God above. Bur 
on the contrary, if thou art a ſtranger to God, 


and unacquainted with Chriſt, and the fellow- 


ſhip of the Spirit, he will ſay to thee at the laſt 
day, as to the unready fooliſh Virgins I know 


' you not, Mat. 25. 12. What I ſhall ſay more to 


this queſtion ſhall be in rhe Application. 
SECT.IV. 


The fourch Branch of the Doctrine aflins, 
and ſhews the Reaſons why thoſe that are ready ſhall 


2 go in with Chriſt. Upon which the neceſſity of 
our preparing will plainly 2 


he Reaſons reſpect the Lord Jeſus 


*” Chriſt, the bleſſed Spirit, and Believers them- 
The Reaſons that reſpect God, are 1. 


From the eternal purpoſe df God. 2. From 
the pure Love of God, 3. The ſure Promiſe 
of God. 7 5 4 5 

2. From Chriſt. 1. His Relation to them. 


2. His Obligation to them. 3. His Prayer 
3 4 * 4. The Dignity and Honour f 
R 


. 


3. From the Spirit. 1. The Sanctiica- 
yes. of the Spirit. 2. The habirarion of che 
irit. 

Th, From Believers, and the right that they + 
have to Heaven. 1. They have a purchaſ- 
ed right, 2. An hereditary right, 3. A right 
of fitnels. 5 1 

1, This divine qualificatian of Saints for 
Heaven is from rhe purpole of God, which is 
as unalterable as himſelf, Immediate - 
Communion with God in Heaven is that hap- 
py and Tublime.. End Believers are appointed . 
unto, Fauh, Repentance, and an innocent 
pious life of conformity to God, is the di- 
rect way and means to come to, and ob- 
rain that end, The way to the Temple 
of Honour, is through the Temple of Ver- 

tue. r 1 

He that aſcends the holy hill of God muſt 
have clean hands. Man by nature is in a cor- 
rupt and curſed State of Damnation: ante 
not only disjoyned from God, but Alienateed 
from God, and there can be no fellowſhip © 
without friendſhip. - Man hates God in his 
Heart, and two cannot walk together untill 
they be Agreed, Amos 3. God and Sin cannot 
be together, if ſo, the Lapſed Peccant Angels 
might have ſtayed in Heaven: So then, that 
which caſt them out muſt needs keep us out. 

The beſt part of corrupt Man is againſt God., 
his mind is enmiry in the abſtract, Rom. 8, 7. f 
which notes an exceeding exceſſive enmity; and 
can there be any familiarity where there is this 
enmity Moreover, they that do not · prepare for 
Heaven do not mind Heaven, Rem. 8. 5. All 

„ 1 their 


A- dained all who ſhall go in with Chriſt to Heaven 
to be holy. Eph. 1. 4. God hath from the begin- 


8. 28, 29, 30. Holineſs is tht beaten Road and 


in the Book of Life. No Heart can conceive 


God of Heaven, Io every wiſe Virgin it 


nn * 78 ** 0 * 8 ) | 
their thoughts, projects, deſigns, delights, do 
ſavonr of the Fleſh; Light and Darkneſs, Fire 
and Water, Love and Enmity, are not more 


contrary then our diſpofitions to God: Hence 
reſults our miſery, to be at odds with our 


Maker; and can there be any thing more mon- 
ſtrous, then for a creature to oppugn and hate 
his Creator ? And if Abſalom riſe againſt his fa- 
ther David, no wonder he commands him home 
to his houſe, But who complains of this root- 
ed enmity” to God, which we have cauſed to 
bewail in tears of blood, The unholy ſay ro 
God, Come not near. us, ſtand by thy ſeif. And 
tis no wonder if God faith to them, Depart from 
me, ye Workers of Iniquity. But God hath or- 


ning choſen you to Salvation, through the ſanfifica- 
tion f the Spirit, 2 Theſ. 2. 13.1 Pet. 1. 2. 

Our. effectual Calling, Conformiry to the I- 
mage of his Son, Juſtification and Glorification 
is from Gods Purpoſe and Predeftination, Rom. 


High-way to our Fathers Houſe : ſo that it will 
not conſiſt with the purpoſe, honour and holi- 


neſs of God to admit unholy Men to Heaven. 


2. The prepared Soul is infinitely and eter- 
nally, be:ov d of God, who hath put his Name 


or Tongue expreſs how dear and precious theſe 
Jewels, 7. e. holy Men and Women are to rhe 


may be ſaid as to Daniel, A man preatly beloved, 


or as the Angel Gabriel ſaid to the bleſſed Vir- 


gin, Mary, thou haſt found favour: with God. 
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Dan. 10. 11, Luke 1. 30. If a man were tlie. 
Darling of all the Angels, and a Favorite to all We” 
the Emperors, Kings and Noble Perſons on the. - # 
Earth; If all created Beings, viz. Heaven, Earth, 3 
Sun, Moon and Stars, Fowls, Fiſhes, Beaſts, 
did love him, and rejoyce at his welfare. Tis 
nothing to the favour of God, to have a place 
in his Heart: God's Love was David's Life, In 
thy favour 1s life, and thy loving kindneſs is better 
then life, Plal, 63. 3. Titus Veſpaſian was ſtiled 
Doliciæ humani generts, the delight of Mankind: 
Bur the Believers is the Delight of God, his 
Tedidiah ; Abraham was God's Friend and Fa- 
vourite, St. Pau! wrote to all in Rome beloved of 
God, Rom. 1. 7. Chriſtian, trace and follow] 
the Chryſtial ſtream of Divine Grace (which, - 
laid the foundation of thine ternal happineſs , 
and thou ſhalr find it in the Heart of God, Bur. 
we are ike Men that look on the River Nuss, % 
and gaze wonderouſly on the Streams, remain 
ſtill ignorant of che Head and Original from :. | 
whence they iſſue, Since_thou waſt precious im' . 
my ſight, theu haſt been honourable, and I have 
loved thee ; Thou haſt loved them as thou haſt louw- 
ed me, Iſa. 43. 4. John 17. 23. And if it be a 
Curſe to be unready, as thoſe fooliſh Virgins, 
who were therefore ſhut out, it muſt needs be 
infinite mercy to be ready. The Apoſtles makes 
it the Firſt Fruits of Glory, to be ready: To . . 
be prepared unto glory is the glory of. mercy . 
I khow not which (ſaith a Divine) x the greateſt Rr 
love, to prepare for 8-9 : or to bring into the actu- 
al poſſeſſion of it, For Divine Grace ſo to meta- 
morphize and transform a Man, as to turn a . 8 
Lion into a Lamb, * a bloody Perſecutor ns 2 
5 | r 
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to à zealous Preacher, a Devil into a Saint, to 
make of poiſonous Droſs a veſſel of Gold, and 
then to fill it with Glory, is love with a wit- 
nels, Luk? .3. 2. 1 Cor. 6. 10, 11. Auguſt ine made 
one his Servant that would have killed him. 
The great God hath made many ſuch, Rom. 5. 
8. Col. 1. 21. Mans Heart while unregenera- 
red is the worſt part of him, Fer. 17. 9. For 
hardnefs tis as a ſtone, for darkneſs a dungeon, 
for filthineſs a dunghil, for abominable wicked- 
neſs and enmity to God an Epitome of Hell, ſo 
chat Grace doth preceed and prepare for Glory; 
The ground of all is this, Thu haſt loved them as 
t hou haſt loved me. 

3. The promiſe of God, who will perform 
His truth to Jacob, and his mercy to Abraham, 
Mic. 7. ulli. The Promiſe hath the ſtrength of 
God. God hath pur all Covenant good for 
his Servants into Promiſes. The Promiſes are no- 
thing elſe but a Deed of Gift Sealed with the 
truth of God; God promiſed ro bring his People 
out of Egypt into Canaan, and out of Babylon to 
Feruſalem, and he performed it: Heaven is not 
only «purchaſed poſſeſſion, but a promiſed poſſeſ- 
ion. The promiſes of the Word are either abſo- 
rflurte or conditional, of grace or to grace; To all 
the Believer is heir by vertue of his part in 
Chriſt, in whom all the Promiſes are Yea and 
Amen: The Promiſes of the new. Covenant do 
point at the prepared Soul, and they ſecure God 
and Heaven to us, The Goſpel Promiſerh Eter- 
nal 5.4 4rF 2p tl one that Believes, Fohn 16. 36. 
God promiſed to be the Believers God, to dwell- 
in them, ro walk, in them, and that he will 

never, never, neyes.leaye them nor forſake them, 
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2. Cor. 6. 16. Heb, 13. 5. Not one thing 
hath failed of all that the Lord your God hath 
ſpoken, ſaid Jouſhua to the People, Foſh. 23. 14. 
God hath made a promiſe of a glorious Crown }. 
to him that. perſevere in grace, Rev. 2. 10. Mar. 
24. 13. Godlineſs hath the Promiſe of this Life, 
and that which is to come; Chriſtians, God that 
cannot lie, hath promiſed you Heaven, whoſe. - 
Truth and Faichfulneſs Obliges him to the 
Per formance. 


The next Ground and Reaſon is from Chriſt--- 
why prepared Souls ſhall go in with him to the 
Marriage. _— 

1. His relation to them which is very near. 
Theſe ready Virgins are Chriſts Spouſe, and 
muſt therefore go in with him to the Marriage. 
Chriſt the holy Head, and the Church the ho- 
ly Bride are one, Heb, 2. 11. John 17. 23. 
He that is joyned to the Lord is one Spirit 
1. Cor, 6. 17. They are the Lambs Wife Chriſt, 
calls. Believers his Siſter, his Spouſe : and there «= 
is none ſo near by Conſanguinity as a Siſter, 2 
none ſo near by affinity as a Spouſe, The 
Church is the Kings Daughter, and Married 
to the Kings Son: That which is between 
Chriſt and Believers is Mutual. 1. There is 3 
a, mutual knowledge and acquaintance, I know 
my Sheep, and I am known of mine, Joh, 10. 14. 
Theſe have known me, ſaith Chriſt, ohn 17.25. 
2. There is mutual intereſt and propriety, M 
Can. 2. 16. 3. There is mutual love and af- 
fection, the Church is ſer on Chriſts Heart, 
and Chriſt on the Belieyers Heart. 4. There 
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is. murual converſe and intimacy. 5. Mutual 
reſemblance and likenels, they ſerve as a Glaſs 
to ſee each other. 6. There is a mutual ſym- 
pathy and 3 They being thus near 
and dear to each other, cannot be, long a part. 
Chriſts Heart in Heaven is ſo ſet upon his militant 
Church on Earth, that he doth long for their 
company to comfort and chear them: and this he 
will do in a little time, behold I come quickly, and 
mmy reward 1 with me. go 

2. Reaſ. Or g is from his own Obli- 
gation and Perſonal Promiſes, which will be 
accompliſhed : Chriſt is the faichful and true 
witneſs, and he muſt be as good as his word: 
he.will ſooner Deſtroy and Annihilatethe World, 
then ſuffer any part of his Word or Promiſe ro 
fail, Mat. 5. He told his Diſciples , He went 
to Heaven to prepare a place for them, and he 
hath taken up the poſſeſſion of it in their behalf, 
This is. ſo certain, Thar Believers are ſaid to fir 
together in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus, Epheſ. 
2. 6. He hath allo promiſed to come, again 
and receive them unto himſelf, Fohn 14. 3. here 


Im ( faid our dear and blefſed Lord) There 


ſhall my Servants be. Every holy man hath Heaven 
and Glory in the Promiſe of the Goſpel. : And 

that under Chriſts own Hand and Seal. And 
if. with. Peter yer defire to know what you 
ſhall have hereafter to requite all your ſervices, 
and ſufferings for Chriſt here. He will tell you, 


1% Mat . 19. 27, 28. And Feſus ſaid unto them, verily 


Jay unto yeu, that ye which have followd me in tbe 
regeneration, when the Son of Man ſhall fit in the 
Throne of his Glory, ye alſs ſhall ſit upon Twelve 
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3. Reaſ. Chriſts moſt excellent Mediatory 
Prayer before his Death, doth aſſure every 
Chriſtian indeed that he ſhall be with him. 


Chriſt che 1 Favorite of Heaven was al- 


ways heard, God could neyer deny any 
requeſt that eyer Chriſt made, Father ( ſaid 
"Chriſt ) I know that thou heareſt me always, I 
know ( laid Martha to Chriſt) Mhatſcever thou 
wilt ask of God, God will give it thee, Joh. 11, 
22. Chriſtians, for the joy of your hearts, 
hear what your dear Lord pray d for all his 
Elect, Father I will that they whem thou haſt 

iven me be with me where I am, that they may 
Tehold my Glory. Now there was the merit of 
his blood and paſſion went along with this Prayer, 
70h. 17. 24. I have. finiſhed tte work, that thou 
gaveſt me to do, ſaid Chrift to his Father, Joh. 

17. 4. Moreover, Jeſus the great Advocate with 


the Father appears and pleads in Heaven for the 


ſame thing every day, and willi till all the Saints 
come fate to Glory. He ever liveth to make 
Interceſſion for us, Heb. 7. 25. 


4. Reaſ. The honour and digniry of Chriſt calls 
for this readineſs, who is the Prince of all the 
Kings of the Earth: Uuregenerated are with- 


our God, and none of Chriſts. His Servants you are 
whom ye obey, Rom. 6.16, Wicked men are the 
Devils Spouſe, the men ofthe Earch are the Worlds 

Spouſe. Juſtitiares and the ſelf-Righteous are 


e Laws Spouſe, and it would be a great diſhon- 


our for ſucb to go in with Chriſt, Will any man 
invite or ſuffer Toads, Serpents, Vipers, or Devils. 


to come and abide with him, and Lodge in his bo- 
ſom? Is it fit a man that is Leprous, and hath 


Plague-Sores running on him, ſhould come and 
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under the Law, though a King, was to dwell 
alone, the ſtrange Woman in Myſes time was 
to have her Hair cut, and Nails pared before 
ſhe was to come into the Cohgregation of Gods 
people, or to be admitted into the Church. Who 
among the Tents of the Uncircumciſed can think 

of appearing before the Holy God, and not 
tremble? It was one of the Articles of High 
Treaſon brought in againſt Cardinal Molſey, 
that he had a ſtinking Breath, and durſt come 
into the Kings Preſence, It will be a diſhon- 
our to Chriſt before Angels and Men in the 
Face of the whole World to own thoſe for his, 
25 who have the Devils mark on them. Sinner 
daoſt thou think to leap into Heaven, or come 
ö into the Preſenze of God whoſe Eyes are Pure, 
being cloathed with filthy Garments ? Rebeckah 
put on her Bracelets and Ornaments, before the _ 
came to Iſaac, Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt would 
have the Chamber, and the Table Furniſh'd, 
and made ready, where he and his Diſciples . 
mer ro eat the Paſſover. Preparation is neceſſa- 
ry when we come into the outward Court 
of Ordinances, much more when we are to en- 
ter into-the Holy of Holies, viz. Heaven ir ſelf, 
Rehoboham did evil becauſe he prepared nor 
his heart to ſeek the Lord, 2 Chron. 12. 14. 
mw Soul, prepare to meet thy God in Glory, 
WW if thou haſt any reſpect to his Honour, and 
I” , thine Erefnal Welfare. God your Father, 
Chriſtians, hath infinite reſpect to the Dignity 
of his Son, and ſo muſt we. Severus never 
kept in his Court any ill diſpoſed perſons, 
and will God tollerate them in his Preſence ? 
Alexander the Great inviting Jonathan a 
| Prie 
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Prieſt ro his Wedding, commanded that nn. 
than ſhould be cloathed in Purpel, being to ſit 
next to Alexander, Ir is a part of a Princes 
honour to have his Bride ready Arrir'd to wel- 
come and entertain him, when he ſhall return 
to her: She owes this Honour to him, and he 
expects it from her: So the Lord jeſus deſerves 
this honour of all his people to be in readineſs for 
him. Suppoſe theſe Virgins had turned Harlots, 
and gone a Whoring from him till his very com- 
ing, and then had been taken in, what might the 
World think, doth he love the company of Har- 
lots? Chriſtian, if thy Heart go a Whoring from 
God, after the World and Luſts, it is a diſgrace - 3 
to the Lord Jeſus: Whereas tis for the honour -* 
of this grear King at the time of Solemnizing 
rhe Marriage for his Wife to make ready, Rv. 
1.9, 7. Be ye alſo ready, ſaith Chriſt. 


The third Ground reſpects the Spirit. 1 
Firſt, The Sanctification of the Spirit. 
Secondly, The Habitation of the Spirit, 
1. The Sanctification of the Spirit, which- 
hath infuſed his whole Divine Nature through; > 
the holy Soul of the Believer ; and though a 
godly man is not Sanctified perfectly, yet he 
is Regenerated and Sanctified in every part, 
vix. Spirit, Soul and Body, 2 Cor. 5. 17. 1 Theſ. 
5. 23. 2 Theſ: 2. 13. Saints are Sanctified by the 
Holy Ghoſt, Rem. 15.6. and muſt to Heaven, Tit. 4 
3.5. 405-26. 18. | | 
Secondly, The Habiration of the Spirit: God 
hath his upper houſe and his lower houſe, the 
higheſt Heavens and the loweſt Hearts: Hear 
a comforable word from the moyth of C une 
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will dwell among the Children of Iſrael, 1 Kings 
6. 13. Believers are a Habitation of God through 
the Spirit, Epy, 2. t. The heart of an un- 
beliver is the Devils houſe, Mat. 12. 44. 
And he that hath the Purity of a Dore will 
not take up the Lodging of a Devil. And if 
the Hcart of a wickad Man be a little Hell, 
the Heart of a holy Man is a little Heaven, 
The Believer hath Glory in him, Heaven in 
him, The Kingdem of Heaven i within you, (ſaith 
Chriſt) ye are the Temple of God, and the Spirit 
of God dwell th in cu, 1 Cor. 3. 16. Or1gens fa. 
ther (tis {aid ) many times uncovered the breaſt 
of his Son as he lay a fleep, and kiſſed it, as 
the Temp'e where'n the Holy.Ghoſt had taken 
up his Reſidence : Chriſtians, ſtand and wonder 
at this mercy, and lay as E{/zabeth, Yence is 
it that the Mother of my Lord ſhoallWore to me, 
or rather my Lord himſelf ? Not mihi wil: men 


After the fleſh, not many Mighty, not many No- 


ble are called, 1 Cor. 1. 26. Under the Law 
the Lion and the Eagle were paſſed by, and the 
Lamb and the Dove were choſen. I hat God 


ſnould come over the heads of Kings and Queens 


to viſit thee ! O wonderful Condeicention, that 
God ſhould dwell with us (ſaid a ſerious Per- 
ſon ) who have not a hole to pur cur heads in! 
Thus ir is, God hath taken up his refidence in 
many a little houſe : The prepared ſoul may 
ſay of the preſence of the Living and true God, 
as one ſaid of his Idols (who dwelr in a little 


Cottage) Lhe Gods are here with me, But will 


God in very deed dwell with men on Earth 
( ſaith Solomon) 2 Chron. 6. 18. Yea, God by his 
Mord and Spirit doth dwell with men on Earth, 


2 Cor. 
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ple, and bleſs them, Ex. 20. 24. The Saints 
who are pure in heart ſee his out- goingsin the 
Sanctuary. The King is held in hi Galleries, Cant. 
7. 5. And they who meer God and Chriſt in 
his lywer Galleries of Ordinances, ſhall er'e 
long meer him in the upper Gallery of glory. 
For this we groan earneſtly, deſiring to be cloath- 
ed upon with our Houſe, which is from Heaven, 
2 Cor. 5. 2. 


The Fourth Ground reſpects God's people, to- 
ether with the Place in which they are to go with 
hriſt. Thoſe that are prepared by grace, have 
an abſolute and unqueſtionable right to the 
Kingdom of glory, into which no unclean thing 
ſhall ever enter. Believers who are Holy in 
Heart and Life have a threefold right to Hea- 
ven. 

Firſt, They have a purchaſed right, and that 


by the blood of God. The Heavenly Inheri- 


tance of Gods prepared people is bought with 
a price, ſo that what the great Surety, and 
Captain of our Salvation hath purchaſed, Gods 


People ſhall actually poſſeſs: rhis is mot cer- C 


rain, Acts 20. 28, 1 Cor. 6. 20. Eph. I. 14. 


2 Cor. 6. 16. Where God hath recorded his: 
Name, he hath promiſed to meet his Peo- 


Secondly, They have an hereditary right to 


Heaven, being of the blood-royal, and born to 


the Kingdon, They are not of the World, as Jam 


not of the World; He that is born in mine houſe, 
ſaid Abraham, is mine heir: every Believer 
is as Iſaac, a Son indeed, an heir of Salvation, 
Rom, I. 14. And they have all the right of In- 

. ritance 


* 
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| herirance. Chriſtians, you are all the Chil- 


wherein Auguſtus the Emperor moſt delighted 


ans and Lydians had a Law, That theſe Sons 


in through the Gate into the City, Rev. 22. 14. 
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dren of God, and Heirs, and Joynt-heirs with 
Chriſt, Rem. 8. 17. This ſhould affect yeur 
hearts with infinite delight? The Kingdom 


was that which he had by Inheritance. 
Thirdly, They have an aptitudinary right, 
viz. a right by way of fitneſs, and this is in 
the Text, Thoſe that were Ready, went in with 
him to the Marriage. The Preſence of God 
and Angels doth not become the unclean : Let 
Mens Prerences and Profeſſion be never ſo fair, 
without Grace there is no Glory: The Rhod:- 


which followed not their Fathers in Vertue, but li- 


ved Virciouſly, ſhoul4 be Diſmberited. Without 


are Dogs, ſaith St. Fohn, Rev. 22. 15. The 
Iriſh Air will nor brook a Toad or Serpent to 


breath in it, much leſs will Heaven ſuffer wick- 
ed men to live there. Thoſe that will not, can- 


not pleaſe God, are unfit to appear in his Pre- 
ſence. Plants and Trees may Aſſociate and 
converſe with Beaſts, and Beaſts with Men, 
aſſoon as Men with God in Heaven, till they 
be Holy: But Believers do pleaſe and honour. 


God, and make it their buſineſs to do his Will, 


They have kept thy Word, Tam Glorified in them, 
ſaich Chriſt, Fohn 17. And them that henour 
me will J honour, 1 Sam. 2. 30. The well-.. 
doers muſt receive the commendation of Yell 


done, They that have done good ſhall come forth 


to the Reſurrection of Life, John 5. 29. Bleſſed 


are they that do his Commandments, that they may 


have right to the Tree of Life, and may enter 


To 
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have now the right of Propriety to Heayen, and 
when they die they ſhall have right of Poſſeſſi- 
on, This day thou ſhalt be with me in Paradiſe, 
Luke 23. 43. This is that the Saints on Earth 
breath and pant after, Phil. 1. 23. I defire to 


all. 


— 


SECT. v. 


1. Uſe, Muſt none go in with Chriſt bur 
prepared Souls, and are God's People ready ro 


go? 
1. Then, Divine Grace in the Saints is won- 


ſhua before the Angel) are cloathed with pol- 
luted Garments, and too much unready; Now 


lied within (in whom there is the filthineſs of the 
Fleſh and Spirit, viz. an univerſal defilement) 


is the higheſt evidence of the Power and Virtue: . 


of the Glorious Grace of God. When a Mans 
heart is moulded and faſhioned for Bod, rhe 


be diſſolved, and to be wit Chriſt, which j beſt of 


To conclude, all God's Prepared People 9 


— 
5 


derfully efficacious, The beſt of us (like - 1 


to Adorn and Beaurifie Souls ſtained and ſul- 


P 


Divine Spirit (like the Sword of the Lord and. | 


Odeon) dorh great things, He that hath wrought s b 


for the ſelfaſame thing God, (ſaith St. Paul) 
2 Cor. 5. 5. Thine Hands have made me and 


faſhioned me, (ſaid David) I will Praiſe gthee, 


for I um Fearfully and wor:derfully made, marvel- 
lous are thy Works, I am curiouſly wrought, If 


David wondred at the Wiſdom: and Power and 


Goodneſs. of God in his well-formed comely 
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Body, conſiſting of ſuch various parts and mem- 
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bers; how ſhould we ſtand and wonder at the 
transforming and renewing Man's Soul after 
the Image of God. The Law w.s written on 


the two Tables with the Finger of God, and 


this upon the hidden Man of the Heart, is alſo 
the Lords Work, and marvellous in our eyes. 
The Work in the Tabernacle and Temple was 
rare and curious, bur yer not to compare with 
this of the Holy Ghoſt ;, It ſhall be laid of 
Jacob and Iſcael, what hath God wrought, We 
are his workmn ſhip, Eph, 2. 10. In the great 
Houſe of God the Church, all are nor Veſſels 
of Gold, and prepared for Glory. But we 
may know what Veſſels are for ſpecial uſe, by 
their Metal and curious engraving on them, 
Sinner, if thine eyes were open, thou mighteſt 
Heaven, Go 


ernatural grace in the heart is not a. dead 


Duty, 1 Cor. 15. 10. 


: | .»3 © . " 

2 © Secondly, Faithful Miniſters (who are Work: . 
ers together with God, and watch for Men's 
Souls) muſt vehemently urge the - neceflity of 
Repentance and Holineſs, without 


which none are ready, or can poſſibly be ſa- 


Faith, 


ved ; There is a Spiritual Lethargy ſeized up- 


on the Chriſtian World: They all flumbred 


we be to awaken men out of their ſtupor and. 
ſecurity, and to fit them for Heaven. The 


Scrripture hath its ſting and its honey; there is 


Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim, the Rod as 


. and Glory engraven upon 
every ſuch Veſſel of Mercy. Moreover, this 


1u 
habit, but a living ſpring, which prompts men 
ws | | 


Well | 
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vell as the Manna; the Arrow of Repentance 
muſt be levelled at the heart, and we ſhould. 
deliver the whole counſel of God. The Wrd 
that I fhall ſpeak, that thou ſhalt ſpeak, ſaid 
the Angel to Balaam, Numb, 22. 33. Chriſt's - 
Embaſſadors have their Authority and Com- 
miſſion from God and his Word, and there- 
fore rhey muſt be plain, particular and pier- 
cing in their E otherwiſe the blood of 
never-dying Souls will lie at their door: The 
Word of God like a well-drawn Picture, looks 
right upon every one: and what we find in Sa- 
cred Writ we muſt Preach, pleaſe or diſpleaſe. x 
Is not this writren in the New Teſtament, tbat ñ⁵ 
he that believes ſhall be ſaved, and he that be. 
lieves not ſhall be danined, Mark 16.16. He 
that Believeth not ſhall not ſee Life, but the. 
Wrath of God abideth on him, John 3. laſt. Men 
muſt be turned from Darknels to Light, fromm 
the Power of Satan to God (which is the 
chief end of Preaching) before they can re- 
ceive the Inheritance among them that are ſan- 


ified by Faith in Chriſt, As 26. 18. Vn 
muſt Turn or Die, Repent or Periſh, be 11 
Tears or Flames, be Holy or never ſee Gods 
Face in Glory, Luke 13. 5+ Hcb. 12. 14. Hap - 
15 are they that live under a Miniſtry, W 
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ave will and skill ro prepare Souls for Hea=*** 


ven. Particular Preaching is penerrating and 


1 


profitable, 2 Sam. 12. 7, Af: 2. 36, 37. 6 
neral Preaching (ſaid a worthy Divine) « de. 
geitful and, deluding Preaching. He char 
© Preacherh to every one Preacheth to no oe, 
. 2-590» . >: "vl 
(laid a Learned Doctor.) Tis like a Loaf oF 
Bread fer before a company ef little Chils 4 
| 220 24 "% © 0 * | ; _ dren, 7 71 
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© dren, ſaid Mr. Hilderſham. Univerſalia non 
© operantur. King James ſaid of a Reverend 
Prelate of this Land, © Methinks this Man 
© Preacheth of Death, as if Death were at my 
© Back. Fohn the Baptiſt who wenr before 
Chriſt in the Spirit and Power of Elias ro make 
ready a People prepared for the Lord, was- 
called a Crier : and how ſevere: and ſtrict was 
he in his Doctrine and Life ? | 
Sinners aſleep upon the mouth of Hell muſt 
be awakened, as it were with rhe voice of 
Thunder. If a Traveller paſſing through a 
- Town in the dead of the Night, ſaw a Houſe 
burning; would he whiſper out Fire, Fire d 
No, but cry our Fire, Fire, Fire, with a loud 
voice. Tis the Cry at Mid-night that muft 
= awaken the ſlumbring Virgins, and nothing 
- elſe; Jonah muſt cry in the ſtreets of Niniveh, 
and Feremy muſt cry in the ſtreets of Feruſa- 
lem. But what muſt weglay or cry to the Se- 
cure World ? Mercy, Pardon, Peace, Salvati- 
on, Heaven? No, Fire, Fire, Hell, Hell, 
Damnation, eternal Wrath and Vengeance, 
without ſpeedy and hearty Repentance to God: 
this is the Plough and Harrow of the Law, 
that muſt go deep and break the fallow ground, 
= and turn up the Turf upon the Sinners impe- 
nitent obdurate heart. John the Baptiſt, and | 
feſus began their Miniſtry with the Doctrine 
of Repentance, Matth. 3. 8, 4, 17. Sound- 
1 *nels, Sincerity, zeal, perſpicuity and impartiali- 
ty in the diſtriburion of the World, is ordina- 
rily bleſsd of God, to make ready a People 
+ 8 for him. So did that holy Man 


reach who was called the Heaven driver. Ou 
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( 43 ) 1 
Errand and Buſineſs is the ſame with Fohn the ; 
Baptiſt to perſwade and woo for Chriſt, and 
when we gained Mens conſent, and eſpouſed _ 
them to Chrift, our work 1s half done. Mini- 42S 
ſters are Gods Builders, Men muſt be fitted for 
the n : The Stones in the Temple 9 
were not rude and unpoliſhd Stones, but hewed, 
ſquar d and made ready, ſo alſo were the Uten- 
ſils of the Tabernacle, the Gold, Silver, Braſs, 
and carved Timber. There are no dead and 
dirty Stones fit for Gods great Houſe above, 
They, that were ready went in with him, Ge. 4 

Sinner is thy ſtate hopeful, who cannot, will 2 
nor, live a Life of holinefs; it may be thou | 
haſt the face, profeſſion, and form of God- "A 
lineſs ſo had the fooliſh Virgins, ſo had the Paſt- be 
or and Members of the Church in Sardis, Rev. ü 


3. 1. There are alſo many that have not fo much A 
as the bark or form of Religion, and hate the = 
life and power of ir, Canſt thou mock, and ſcoff + 


at a virtuous pious life, and think thy ſelf un- 
done to part with thy luſts, and give y heart ro 
God, and yet hope well? If Chriſt doth not ü 
reign in thy heart, and make ĩt holy, thoucanſt 
have no hope here nor Heaven hereafter ; Com- 
mand (ſaith God) that every Leper be put out of the © 
Camp, Num. 5. 2. Heaven, that Crown of Righre- > 
ouſneſs is called, The, Inheritance of the Saints. 
The Crown of heavenly glory will not ſuit wit, 
or be {er on a Lepers head, Col. 1. 12. 2 Tim, ' 
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Thirdly, if none ſhall go in with Chriſt but 
thoſe which are ready. But few then Compara-ꝝ 
tively of this great World ſhall be ſaved, and 

2 LE | wed | enter 1 
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(44) a 
enter into Glory. God hath ſaid ir, whoſe Mc 
Word muſt ſtand, Tis but one of a City, and r 
two of a Family, Fer. 3. 14. There is but 
a handful ready for Heaven, but Millions of 
men unready. How tew of the Six hundred 
thouſand that came our of Egypt entred into the 
promiled Land. Look into the broad way toDeath 
and Hell, and ſee what Troops and Droves of 
men and women are there, and how few there 
be in the narrow way : No wonder you hear 
the Apoſtle fay, Though Iſrael be as the Sand of 
the Sea, but a Remnant ſhall be ſaved,.. and 
who can read and hear this, and not be' A- 
ftoniſhed? are there not multirudes, thouſands 
and ten thouſands that have the Image of Hell 
on them, and ready todrop into eternal Flames, 
and will you nor believe ir? Seperate the Wheat 
from the Tares, the Swine from the ſheep, the 
Precious from the Vile, viz. all prophane per- 
ſons, all Hypocrite, and it will appear. What 
thoughts of heart, fear and trembling, ſhould this 
cCauſe in every place, and among all people? 
When Chriſt told his Friends the Elect render- 
hearred Diſciples, there was but one bad among 
| hem, they were all afraid. What cares, fears, jea- 
louſies ſhould we have about our ſouls? All 
* that concerns the ſou! is weighty, whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil. The evil of the foul 
s an Eterna evil, and the good of the ſoul is an 
Ererna! good : Where then is your caution, and 
ſollit de about this tn! Aﬀair? If the ſoul miſca- 
ry and sl, all goes with it, Mat. 16. 26. What - 
www., 4 - en togain me whole Myld and loſe hu 
o 594? Chriſtian, doſt chou not ſee many ſet 
out in the Race, that fall ſhort, and jolethe 
_— | | fond 
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Crown ? and ſhall we not ſerve the Lord witk 
fear? 1 Cer. 9. 24.Pſal. 2. 11, Heb, 4. 1. Many 
ſhall ſeek to enter in at the gate of Glory and 
ſhall not be able, therefore ſtrive and ftrive as 
in an Agony, as fer thy Life, to paſs the ſtrair 
Gate, Luke 19. 24. Many are called, few con- 
verted. The Children of the Kingdom - ſhall be 
caſt cut, (laid Chriſt) Oh, how fad is this! 
Matth. 8. 12. Be not deceived, the heart is a 
great deep, very deceitful, a moſt accurate Im- 
roſtor; Grace is a myſtery, the Old Serpent 
is ſubtil and very buſie, and Pyrate-like ſets 
forth his falſe Colours, and rransforms himſelf 
into an Angel of Light. Therefore take thinc 
heart with thee in private, and ſearch and try 
thy State, and compare thy heart and life by 
the Word, that thou mayeſt find whether thou 
art ready, Ja. 28. 20. 2 Cer. 13. 5. Gal. 6.4. 


Fourthly, If thoſe that are ready ſhall go in 
with Chriſt, then God's dear Saints ſhould not 
fear Death, but rather deſire it. Thoſe that 
are fit to die, need not fear to die. Death is 
yours (faith St. Paul to Believers) which 
thcugh ir diffolve the union berween the Soul 
and Body, it cannot part God and his People. 
"Tis more facile and eaſie to dry up the vaſt 
Ocean, or to ſeparate Light and Heat from 
the Sun, then to ſeparate Chriſt froni his 
Church. Rem. 8. 35 God faith, They are hs, 
my Portion, my Jewels, not one of which ſhall 
Le let. All Gods holy ones ſhall come fate ro 
their Fathers Houſe, Their Names are written 
in Heaven, their Head and Husband is in Hea- 

| Ven 
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ven, John 14. 2. And St. Paul affirmeth, That 
Saints fit there, Eph, 2.6. The Righteous, ſaid 
St. Peter, are ſcarcely Saved, 1 Pet. 4. 18. 
But trluy ſaved, Whereas. they that arc 
bur almoſt ſaved, are never ſaved. A thing done 
with difficulty is done; it was with difficulty 
and danger the Iſraelites got into the Land ot 
Canaan, with danger Paul and his Company 
got ſafe to Shore, and though they were in 
great Peril, not one periſhed. A Babe in Chriſt 
is built upon a Rock, and a Child in the Ark 
had been as ſafe as a Giant. Heaven and Hap- 
pineſs is nor in our hands, bur in the hands of 
one mighty to ſave. None can pluck them 
out of my Fathers hands, underneath are ever- 
laſting Arms. Who can be too hard for Om- 
nipoteney, or fetch a Believer our of God's 
hand > The Covenant of Grace is an everla. 
ſting Covenant, and ſhall ſtand faſt, Death and 
the Grave could not diſſolve the Hypoſtatical u- 
nion of Chriſt, he took his Humane Body never 
to be ſeparated from it, ſo alſo his Myſtical 
Body. "Tis true, Death and Doomſ-day muſt 
be very terrible ro Veſſels of Wrath, fitted ro 
Deſtruction, God, Chriſt, Scriprure, and Con- 
{cience are againſt them, and all their Heaven 
is here, Luke 16. Pſal. 17. 14. The Male- 
factor muſt needs fear the coming and Face of 
the Judge : hen Paul Reaſoned of Judgment, 
Felix trembled, and cauſe enough, As 24.26, 
Bur lift up your Heads and rejoyce, ſaith Chriſt : 
Haſte, my Beloved, haſte. Amen. So come Lord 
Jeſus. When the Bride is Artired and her Beau- 
tiful Ornaments about her, ſhe expecteth the 
coming of rhe Bridegroom, and when he comes 

; his 
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his Reward is with him: The Martyr could 
ſay, Tu well for the preſent (who had the firſt 
Fruits of Glory) and it would be better. Your 
Sorrow (ſaid Chriſt) to his diſconſolate Diſci- 
les ſhall be turned into Joy, I wi) not leave 
you, I will ſee you again. Say then, Welcome 
Dearh, who muſt carry me home: The belov- 
ed Wife doth not fear, when abroad, to come to 
her Husband, nor the dutiful Child to his in- 
dulgent Father: Chriſt called his Death A go- 
ing to h Father: Who died to bring many Sons 
to Glory. A godly Gentlewoman had made 
Death ſo familiar to her (by converſing with it, 
and preparing for it) that ſhe did look upon it 
as her Fathers ſervant ſent to fetch her home 
from School. Death doth the Saints more good 
then all Ordinances or Afflictions, it brings in- 
to fellowſhip with Chriſt quickly, immediately, 
eternally ; the certainty of all believers coming 
to Heaven, was typified in the Hraelites paſſing 
over the Red-Seca, not one, was drownded, net- 
ther one Eyptian ſaved. To note, chat all wick 
ed men will be damned. The men of the World 
have a ſhort Heaven, and all in hand; but the 
Chriſtians beſt is yet behind, In this ſtrange 
Land Gods people are not know, being-as Prin- 
ces out of their own Country ; But when Chriſt 
who is our life ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, and 
fee him as he u, 1 Toh, 3. - | 


Fifthly, Ir greatly concerns all while they have 
time and means to make ready for Eternity. 
Two things argues an excellent ſpirit and great 
wiſdom. | ; 


1. To: 
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1. To ſee Evils afar off. 
2. To ſee time and opportunity when it is 
near. | 
Firſt, to ſee Evils afar off, eſpecially ſoul- 
evils, an Eternal loſs ; a prudent man ſeeth the 
evil, and hideth himſelf. Secure Sinner look 
forwards, and ſee what is before thee, or over 
thine head, vix. a cloud bigger than a man's 
hand, yea, a Storm in the Clouds, which Noah 
ſaw an hundred and twenty years before it 
came. The threatning word, like Lightning, 
hath flaſht in chine eyes, expect a Clack an 
Thunderbolt of Divine Wrath ſhortly to follow. 
The Lord will come with Fire, to render his 
anger with fury, and his rebukes with flames 
of Fire. The day cometh that ſhall burn as an 
Oven, and al! that do wickedly ſhall be ſtubble, 
Wa. 66. 15. Mal. 4.1. The coming of the 
Lord draweth near, Jam. 5. 8. Behold the Judge 
ftandeth before the door; the year of Vengeance 
and day of Recompence is at hand ; He hath 
«appointed a day in which he will judge the World 
in Righteouſneſs, Acts 17. 31. He that ſhall 
come, will come, and will not tarry, Heb. 10. 37. 
The day of the Lord ſo cometh as u Thief in the 
Night, and when they ſay Peace and Safety, ſud- 
den Daſtructien comesh,upon them, and they ſhall 
not eſcape, 1 Theſ. 5. 13. . 
Secondly, To ſec time, and opportunity when 
it is near, for every thing is beautiful in its Sea- 
fon. God hath joyned Time and Duty together, 
ſo muſt we. Hear what advice wiſe Solomon giv- 
eth us for our future welfare, Eccheſ. 9. 10, Mat- 
Soever thy hand findeth ts do, do it with thy might, 
for there is no V/ork, nor Device, nor Wiſdom, nor 
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Knowledge in the Grave, whither thou goeſt. When 
thy breath is gone nothing can be done ; whar 
we leave undone here, will be undone for ever: 
There is no comming back into the World ro 
act another part, to live a Second life, to mend 
our work: For as the Tree falleth ſo it lieths 
after Death there is no means, no miniſty, na 
mercy, no duty: It will then be Impoſſible to 
repent, the date of Gods long ſuffering, will be 
our, and the day of grace over, and no pati- 
ence, no pity, no pardon on Gods part: There 
is no Heaven to be found in Hell, nor one drop 
of Water to cool thy Tongue. Then fear, and 
ſeek the Lord, and ſecure your Souls while he 
may be found, I/. 55.6, Go now to the 
Fountain of Divine Grace, and fill and furniſh 
your Hearts with Oyl, or it will be too late to 
buy in a little time. Tis fad and doleful ra 
think how poor Sinners will cry out for Oyl 
and Grace, Pity and Pardon, when it is too 
late, Give us of your Oy, for our Lamps are gone 
out (ſaid the Fcoliſh Virgins.) Is it nothing 
Sinner, to flight an offered Saviour, will it nor 
be bitterneſs in the latter end? This u the Cen- 
demnation, for how ſhall we eſcape if we neglett 

ſo great Salvation ?- Heb, 2. 3. Now, or never; 
the holy God ſaith, To day, and Chriſt faith, 
He # at the door, Rev. 3. 20. Will you open 
to him, or keep the door of your hearts ſhut, 
What, ſhur out, and put off a Chriſt, a Chriſt, 
who is worth infinite Worlds? God forbid. 
Say in the words of the Pſalmiſt, Be ye lifted 
up ye everlaſting Doors, and the King of Gory ſhyll 
come in, Pſal. 24.7, 9, Sinner, remember 
this, if thou doſt Bar 9 Bolt thy door again} 
255 3 
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( 50 ) 
Chriſt, now, there will be two other doors ſhut 
in a littie time. 

Firſt, The Door of Heaven, the Gate of 
Mercy and Glory to keep all out that are out. 

Secondly, The Gate of Hell will be ſhur to 
keep all in that are in. When Neah that Righ- 
teous Man was ſhut up in the Ark, there was 
no entrance for any more, all without were 
left ro the Deluge, and loſt. It is dreadful to 
the Malefactor, when the Goaler turns the key 
upon him, and leaves him in his Bolts and 
cloſe Priſon. If it went ſo near Meſes his 
heart to be ſhut out of Canaan, how wilt thou 
bear the ſhutting out of Heaven? There was 
a doleful out- cry, when the Earth cloſed her 
month, and Korah and his Company went 
down. Oh what a hideous ſhriek and cry will 
Men make when the Mouth of Hell ſhall be 
ſhut upon Sinners for ever. 


Sixthly, Belicyers ſhould highly efteem and 
heartily love cne another, being to go in toge- 
ther. Chriſtians, Love is of God, and Chriſt's 
new Commandment; and let me tell you, 
Saints have the greateſt Obligation to Love. 

Firſt, You are everlaſtingly and equally be- 
loved of one God ard Father, and are given to 
one dear Redeemer, to whom your hearts are 
joyned as your Head and Husband, You are 
Renewed and Sanctified by one moſt holy Spi- 
rit, whoſe mark is ſet upon you all; you are 
going to Feruſalem that is above, towards 
which your faces are, being fellow- Citizens 

with 
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ich the Saints and Houſhold of God. And 
vhen your Warfare and Peregrination is ended, 
Hou ſhall begin with Chriſt, and meet in an 
everlaſting Habition. Brethren, and Beloved, 
= will you not love them whom not only the 
great and good God, but great and good Men 
have loved. The Righteous i5 more Excellent 
than his Neighbeur ; and ſuch were David's ex- 
cellent ones, and his companions, Pſa/. 16. 3. 
Pſal. 119. 63. Tis. a Character of a Citizen 
of Zion to contemn a vile Perſon, but he Ho- 
noureth them that fear the Lord, P/a/l. 15. 4. 
And by this we know, ſaith the beloved diſcip'e, 
that we are paſſed from Death to Life, Tis- 
ſtoried of an ancient King who made a Feaſt, 
ard invited a company of poor Chriſtians, and 

he bad his Nobles alſo. Now when the Nobles 
came, he ſer them in his Hall; when the Chri- 
ſtians came he had them up into his Preſence - 
Chamber: One ask d him the Reaſon ; he an- 
ſwer'd, I do not this as Jam their King here, 
* for, I reſpect you more than them: Bur as 
J am King of another World, I muſt needs 
© honour them, becaute God doth moſt honour 
them, and they be Kings and Princes with me, 
Moreover, tis ſaid, that Conſtamtine the Great 
kept many Godly Miniſters about him, and 
though rhey were bur meanly habired, he nor 
conſidering their our-fide, but honovring the 
| Image of God in them, ſer them at his Table, 
and took them with him whitherloever he 
went. Maud the Wife of Henry I. King of 
England, to ſhew her Piery, did waſh, dreſs, 
wipe, and kiſs the Ulcers, Sores and Feet of 
poor People; which her Brother. ſeeing, and 
= "ps C.4 diſliking 


ddifliking, (aid, If the King your Husband 


© Heaven, go to the Ordinance of God as Chriſts 
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© knew this, you ſhould never kiſs his Lips; ſhe 
© reply d, The Feet of the King of Heaven 
* are to be preferred before the Lips of a King 
© on Earth. Mr. John Eox, that wrote our 
Book of Martyrs, being asked (upon his return 
into England after the death of Queen Ma— 
7y) whether he did remember ſuch poor Chri- 
ſtians of his former Acquaintance; Anſwered, 
: forget Lords and Ladies to remember 
them. | 


Seventhly, See the Reaſon why Gods People 
(being in the purſuit of Chriſt and Heaven) are 
and muſt be very ferions, diligent and conſtant 
in holy Performances. Davids ſoul longed for 
Gods Courts, to fee his Power and his Glory 
in his Sanctuary, FE, al. 63. 2. Chriſtian, art 
leſolved to ſecure thy Soul, and make ſure for 


Mother went into the Temple to find her Son, 
Divine Ordinances are the Ways and Walks 
of the Lord in which the Spirit works: The 
Bed wherein Chriſt and the Spouſe meet and 
ſolace themſelves. Here the North and South- 
wind blow upen Chriſt's Garden, and cauſe the 
Spices ro flow forth. The Honey-dewe and 
Showers of Bleflings under rhe Spouts of rhe 
Sanctuary, make their Souls like Gideons Fleece, 
moiſt when others are dry and dead, Holy 
David had cauie to ſay, I love the Habitation 
of thine Honſe, and the Placewhere thine Honour 
dwelleth; and he-defired not only ſometimes to 
go into Gods Houſe, but to ſtay there for ever, 
Hal. 26. 8. 27. 4. What a comforting, encou- 
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raging and comley fight to ſee men going to 
Heaven, reſort to the Word and pure Worthip 
of God, as Doves to their Windows, ,P/al. 122.1. 
Chriſtians, when and where ſhould holy Men 
mcet but under the Ordinances of Heaven, that 
upon holy Sabbaths, ro hear awaking Sermons, 
and to receive ſealing Sacraments? Shall wicked 
men who ſerve the Devil, and are likely to 
periſh for ever, meet in Taverns, Ale-houſes, 
Horlots houſes and at other Fleſh-pleafing Re- 
creations : and will not you meet at the Poſts 
of Wiſdoms door? Here are the green and freſh . 
Paſtures in which the Souls of the Righteous 
flouriſh. And what makes ſo many declining 
Chriſtians, ( who are afraid to die becauſe un- 
fit ro die) but the loſs of ſuch ſweet opportuni- 
ties for their ſouls, Now to quicken all to dai- 
ly diligence, in the fear of God conſider theſe. 
things. 1 | 

1.Youthat are moſt remiſs and careleſs would 
be as well thought of, as the moſt laborious,live- 
ly, watchful, thriving Chriſtian, ro whom the 
Word Preached is as, ſweet as honey, and pre- 
fer d above their appointed food. There are who 
can willingly part with a Meals meet to hear a 
Sermon for their Souls. 

2. You would gladly reap their Sick-bed- 
comfort, Joys, Refreſhments, when dying and 
going into the everlaſting World. How many 
careleſs Chriſtians, with Ephraim, will tread out 
the Corn, but will not break the clods, 7. e. take 
pains for their Souls? 5 

3. You will be willing to go into Heaven 
with them. There were that would have gone 
into the Ark with Naß, who had no mind ro 
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build an Ark to ſave them, To cloſe this] 
ſhall add two things. | | 

1, To live in the Neglect of commanded 
Duties, and in the Practice of known fins, will 
be a ſting and ftab to thy Soul. | 

2. To be ſleight, formal and heartleſs in Du- 
ties will ſtarve thy Soul. Chriſtian, chis will 
not make for thy comfortable account, or 
prepare thee to go into Heaven. with Chriſt. 


Ser. . 
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Second Uſe of Caution, or Dehortation; 
Mult none go in with Chriſt but thoſe that are 
inherently prepared and fitted? | 
1. Take heed of leaning upon, and truſting 
roo much to Lamps, Duties, Parts, common 
Grace, 1 {mal Regeneration, Mortality, felf- 
Kighteouſneſs, legal Terrour, ſervile Fear, or 
any thing that may leave you ſhort ofChriſt and 
Heaven: Think upon Chorazin and Bethſaida, 
and the I/-ael:tes that came to the borders of 
Canaan, and were ſhut out of that good Land. 
How many have fallen from rhe Pinacle of the 
Temple into the place of Torment? And if 
ſome go to Heaven by the gates of Hell, others 
go tO Hell, by the gates of Heaven. Self- ig- 
norance, carnal confidence, preſumption and 
falſe peace have cauſed thouſands to periſh. The 
ace and calm in any mans conſcience, is/the 
Devils peace, Luke 11. 21. It's tad ro fee men 
go ſining to Hell; whereas true Peace is ground» 
ed upon the Covenant of Grace, the Righte- 
- ouineſs of Chriſt, union and communion with 
Chriſt, likeneſs and conformity to Chriſt, _ 
the 
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the witneſs of the Spirit, Pſal. 54 10. Rom. 8. 6. -. 
Heb. 12. 14. | 

2. Tremble at the thoughts of being a Sin- 
ner in Zion. Take heed: of hypocrifie in the 
Profeſſion of Religion. An hypocrite is a wicked 
man under diſguiſe, or in a godly mans habit; 
but the Vizard and Paint on mens faces will 
off when they ſhall ſtand before God, who 
ſearches the Hearr, - ' 5 , 

3. Do not judge of Mens Preparedneſs for 
Heaven by their Agreement with us in opinion, 
or by their mild and good Narures, &c. We 
are very apt to judge of Mens habits and graces, . 
their narural rempers, and hereby we run upon 
a miſtake. A Dram of Evangelical Sincerity 
would have made the young man in the Goſpel 
ſeem a great Saint. A little grace makes a great 
ſhew in ſome tempers, and a great deal ſcarce 
appears in others. A little Suger ſerves for ſweet» | 
Wine, but there is more required to ſweeten tar 
which is more ſharp. i, 

4. Let young Converts not meddle too much 

with hard and difficult things in Religion, 

Opinions and Knotty Controverſies will ſoon - 
engroſe the heart, and puzzel the head, and 
waſt much time, and hurt your Souls. Read 
the Word, ſtudy well your Catechiſms, and be 
well acquainted with the Subſtantials and Fun- 
damentals of Religion, which are eſſential ro tage 
| being and well-being of your ſouls in grace. 


Conſult with your faithful Paſtors, rake heed” .- ? 
of impoſters, and be carneſt with God in Prayer? 
for the Spirit of a ſound ming. 21 
5. You that are ſincere muſt yield to no-baſe' - + 
Doubrs, Fears and Objections of Saran and your”. 
TIES Own 
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own hearts, Deny not the grace of God in you, 
which is a great diſhonour ro God, and to the 
Spirit of God, Hath God taken thee our of the 
herd of finners, and converted thine heart, and 
written thy Name in Heaven, and wilt thou 
attempt to raze ir out, and write thy Name upon 
the doors of Hell? Chriſtian, do not harken 


to the Father of Lies, who works upon thy dark 


and melancholy humour, to rob thy ſoul of 
comfort. WOES 


6. Let all rake heed of Neglecting frequent trial 


of your ſelves and ſtate: leaſt your hearts and the 


Old Serpent be too hard for you. If thou would 
not be deceived about thy ſoul and Heaven, and 
undone for ever, reflect and caſt thine eye upon 
thy felf. Let thine eye be as the Faces of the 
Cherubims, inward. Atimely, diligent and plain- 
hearted examination of a mans ſelf, is a moſt 
weighty and important duty. If the Merchant 
or Shop- keeper doth not take an account of his 
Wares, and caſt up his Books how can he 


judge of his Eſtate? How can we underſtand 


Matters go berween God and us if we ne- 


ver look within? This leads the Way to the 


next thing in order, 
Ser. .. | 
The third e. By way of Enquiry, They 


that were ready went in with him to the Marriage, 
Enquire, is all well within me, have I the 


| white Stone, and new Name? iz. The things 


that accompany Salvation. Some are curious 
in diſſecting of Bodies, to underſtand the Ana- 
tomy, viz. The inward Parts and contexture 
ef it: But ſee that thou art skilful in the Soul's 

| Anatomy 
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Anatomy. Dive into rhe ſecrets of thy Soul, 
and cloſer of thy Heart, and be critical in this 
diſquifirion, Self-Examination is a ſerious and 
buſie work of rhe Soul, whereby it takes a true 
Proſpect and Eſtimate of its Svirina) Eſtate. 
Bur how few are well Read in the Book of 
their own Hearts? The Fooliſh Virgins, had 
they ſearched their Veſſels, might have found 
the want of Oil. Soul, art ready, or not rea- 
dy? This is a great queſtion, and hardly to be 
reſolved. Tis much like that of Chriſt to the 
Man that came to the Feaſt without a Wedding- 
Garment: When Chriſt asked him, How he 
came thither, he was Speechleſs. Sirs, if the 
thing here enquired after, were about Secular 
and Worldly Affairs, I might expect a ready 
Anſwer. Ask the skilfull Hinbandman, whe- 
ther the Corn or Graſs be ripe, and ready for 
the Sythe or Sickle? He will ſoon Anſwer. Ask 
the Heir whether he be ready for the Inheri- 
rance ? and he will tell you. Ask the Student 
whether he be ready to aſcend the Pulpit? or 
the Apprentice, when his time is out, whether 
he is ready to ſet up for himſelf? and ask 
young Men and Maids that are grown to their 
ripe and flowriſhing Age, whether they are rea- 
dy for Marriage? and they can anſwer, we 
are ready, Bur are you fit for Chriſt, and pre- 
pared for Death and Judgement ? * who can or 
dare ſay, Ready, ready Lord? There are who 
pleaſe themſelves to think or ſay, they have ſo 
many Baggs ready for a Mortgage or Purchaſe, 
ſuch Portions, ſo many Hundreds, ſuch Lands, 
Livings, Farms or Mannors ready. for their. 
Children; and it may be their Souls are * far 
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ſrom being prepared for Chriſt and Heaven, 
that they are ready for the Devil and Damnati- 
on. Remember here only, that they which 
were ready were received in, and the Door 
was ſnut. Five did lie ſo long aſleep, that did 
lirtle think they were unready, till the Bride- 
groom came, and it was too late. There are 
who deceive themſelves with a golden flattering 
Dream of Glory, and are ready to drop down 
into Eternal Flames. Whereas many tender 
hearred gracious Souls that are ready, fear to 
ſtep in at the Paſſage, or over the narrow 
Bridge, berween Life and Death, the end of 
Time and the beginning of Eternity. O how 
accurate, curious and ſerious ſhould all be in 
enquiring about ſigns and marks of readineſs for 
Ghriſt. Now before I come to the ſolution of 
the Queſtion, I muſt let you know (by the 
way) whom I intend not in this uſe of Trial, 

1. I intend no Ignorant or Impious Perſon, 

2. No Heretick or wretched Apoſtate, who 
is departed from the Faith* and form of found 
words, and denieth rhe Lord that bought him. 

3. No Hypocrite, nor waſhed Swine, whoſe 
Conſcience and the Word of Truth will tell 
him, his Heart is not right in the fight of God. 
Theſe may have Evidences for Hell, they have 
none for Heaven. And that every Man may 
prove his own Works, here are added Marks of 
Readineſs for Chriſt and Heaven, 

Firſt, When a Believer by Faith, Repentance, 
and New-Obedience, hath made his Calling, 
Election, and Love of Chriſt ſure ro him, he 1s 
ready for tne Marriage. And to enjoy Erernal 
Fellowſhip, with Chriſt in Heaven, Chriſtian, 
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if thou art Chriſt's Garden, or a true Branch 
in the true Vine, thou canſt not miſs of Glory. 
It was not hanging on the outſide of the Ark 
did ſave, but being in the Ark. So when a 
poor Chriſtian hach good hope that he is one of 
the Sinners Chriſt came to ſave, and can ſay 
is St. Paul, Gal. 2. 20. Chriſt loved me, and gave 
himſelf for me. I know in whom I have be- 
lieved, he is ready, I ſhall but change my place, 
I ſhall not change my company, ſaid one dying. 
I know, I believe, as I know I live, ſaid an E- 
minent Miniſter. 'Tis no more for me to die 
( ſaid another) then to cloſe my Eyes. I ſee 
all Heaven; O what a bleſſed fight is the 
Face of God, ſaid a famous Miniſter, when 
going out of the World; I ſee Heaven-gate 
ſtand wide open, ſaid a Chriſtian when depgrt- 
ing this Life. When Mr. Bolton came raggie, 
and ſome of his Pariſh being at his Bed-Ade, 
deſired him to expreſs what he felt in his Soul 
of the Comforts of Chriſt ; He anſwered, I 
am by the wonderful Mercy of God as full of 
Comfort as my heart can hold, I feel nothing 
in my Soul bur Chriſt, with whom TI heartily 
© defire ro be. When a believer hath taſted the 
ſweetneſs of the Pardon of Sin, and inward 
Peace, his Conſcience being calm and quier, he 
is ready for a dying hour, and to ſtep into 
Heaven. He may ſay, Now let thy Servant de- 
part in Peace: for mine Eyes have ſeen thy Sal- 
vation, Haſte, my Beloved, make no tarrying, 
O my God; ] deſire to be diſſolved, and to be with 
Chriſt, which i far the better, Phil. 1, 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, When the King of Glory doth 
bring in his Rich Ornaments and Hangings, 
and Beavrific the Soul, and dwells in it, the Saint 
is ready to go in with Chriſt, Our own Righ- 
rcouineſs is a filthy Garment that muſt be caſt 
off. Whereas when rhe King's Daughter and 
Spouſe of Chriſt is made lovely by the change 

| T Raimenr, or Wedding-Garmenr, the Glori- 

* ons Robe of Chriſt, Pure, Perfect, Perſonal 
Righteouſneſs, ſhe is ready. We are compleat 

in him, yea, all Fair, and without Spor. Tho 
Chriſt finds his Church Speckled, Sullied, and 
Polluted, he doth not leave her ſo. I put a 
Beautiful Crown upon thy Head, and thou wert 
Perfect through my Comelineſs, Ezek. 16. 8, 13. 

14. Epheſ. 5. 25, 26. This Righteouſneſs of 
God doth Reconcile and Pacifie God. Tis 
ſaid, that Pilate wearing Chriſt's Coat without 

a Seam, pacifi d the Wrath of angry Ceſar, 
Chriſtian, if by the hand of Faith thou haſt 

ut on Chriſt, thou art as a Queen prepared 

- - for the Preſence of the King ot Glory, Where- 
as wirhour rhis Righreouſneſs, there is nothing 
but Shameful Nakedneſs in the beſt, fo that 
you will be ready to cry out, as the Iſraelites 

ro Moſes, (when God appeared upon Mount 
inai) Let not the Lord come near us, leſt we die: 
Or you will (with Adam) rather ſeek to hide 
our ſelves from God than appear before him. 
Now Soul, look in and examine thy State; 
the time was thou wert without God and Chriſt 
in the World, and couldſt commit Evil with 
both hands earneſtly; the time was when thy 
Conſcience was Seared, and Sin was no bur- 
den or ſhame to thee, though thou didſt lick up 


this 


2 | 1 _ , 
G * 4 & * 


* 
E A 
* 


this Vomit, and wallow in the Mire, and liv'd 
in it as thy Trade; but now God hath broken 
thy Conſcience, and brought thee under a Senſe 
and Sentence of Death, and made thee poor 
in Spirit, and to lie down aſhamed and con- 
founded, becauſe of all thy Sins before him : 
And the Lord hath endeared Chriſt to thee, 
and cauſed thee, to ſee a Glorious Riſing-Sun 
in his A which che Goſpel hath 
brought to light: though thou wert the greateſt 


Sinner, a Poor, Naked, Condemned, Vile, 


Curſed Creature; thou haſt that which renders 
thee like an Angel in the pure eyes of God, 
and which will quiet thy Conſcience, and an- 


{wer to all the demands of Law and Juſtice. 
Therefore be not diſcouraged to dic and ſtand . 


before God, if he ſhould ſend for thee this day 
or night; Thou haſt a Chrift to carry thee, 


and the Angels will bid all Welcome to the 


Quire of Heavenly Glory that are clad with 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. 1 


Thirdly, When the Bias, Inclination, and 
ſtream of the Heart, that was wont to run 


downward toward Sin, and the World, doth 
now run upwards towards. Chriſt and Heaven, 


the Believer is actually ready. If there be a 


Supream and Conquering affection in thy Soul 
to Chriſt, and there is none above him in rhine 


heart, ſo that thou canſt not, wilt not be quiet, 


or ſatisſied without him, thou art fit to go in 


with him. The Soul of the Believer doth fol- 


low ſo hard after God, that ye may as ſoon 


nouriſh and ſatiate a lively Child with dry 


Breaſt, and a craving Appetite with Air and 
2 Po. ES i Words, 
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el on the Breaſt, as a Ring on the Finger; Let 


8 


Words, as a Chriſtian without a Chriſt. Canſt 
ſay as the Church in ker Patherical Suit. Cant, 
8. 6, 7. Set me as a Seal upon thine Heart. No 
place bur the hearr of a Saviour, for a panting 
Soul. Tis as if ſhe had ſaid, carry me in thy 
Mind in thy Eyes, and in thine Hands as a jew- 


me be near thine heart, and carried up and 
down in thy heart for ever. The Churches 
Love to Chriſt was ſo vehement and. ſtrong, 
and of that Conquering Nature, that ſhe could 
no more reſiſt it, or ſtand before it, then Death, 
Fire, or the Grave could be reſiſted. Sinner, is 
Chriſt ſo lifred up in thy eſteem, as to attract 
and draw thy Soul after him. Moreover, when 
Chriſt comes in, the World muft give place 
and go out, Is thine heart in a great meaſure 
dead to the World > Doth it appear to be (as 
one calleth it, a great Nothing) Duſt and Sha- 
dows? Tis ſaid of the Iſraciites, Acts 7. 39. 
Their hearts turned back again into Egypt; They 
carried Egypt into the Miderneſi with them. Tis 
ſaid of Queen Mary, if ſhe had been ripp d up 
after her Death, Calice might hayEbeen found 
in her heart. Lot's Wife was commanded to 
make haſte out of Sodom, but ſhe left her heart 
behind. But how is it with thee? Art thou 
riſen with Chriſt, and is the World Crucified 
ro thee, and thine heart above it? Doſt look 
upon the World as the Jews on Babylon, as a 
ſtrang Land? Canſt ſay as David, 1 Chron. 
29. 15. Me are Strangers before thee, I ami a 
Stranger in the Earth, Plalm 119. When the 
things of the World draw our Aﬀections 
. ſtrongly after them; Chriſt and Heaven cannot 
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e ſo precious and defirable ; but Belieyers 
now the things of the World are not worthy _ 
t their Love. They are common to good and 
"ad, they are uncertain, they cannot ſave nor 
latisfie, they cannot keep us from ſickneſs, nor 
from death, nor ſave our Souls from Hell. 
They are no carriage for another World. 1 
* am going to the Place (aid the Martyr) where 
Money is not current Coin. *'Tis faid | 
of God's Worchies. They did ſeckh a better 
Countgy, that is, an Heavenly ; and confeſſed, 
They were Strangers. and Pilgrims in the Earth, 
Heb. 11. 13, 14. Now if your Treaſure bein 
Heaven, your Aﬀections are in Heaven,rid your 
Coverſations Heavenly, you may be aſſured of 
being there in a little time. Again, dot con- 
flict with fin, and get ſome Conqueſt over j 
day by day? Is thy Soul eſtranged from 
kinds of Sin? Sinner, canſt thou be fit to go It! 
wich Chriſt, and hide and harbour his Enemies, 
and hold a truce with ſome ſecret fins? Joo. 
The Uſe is for Enquiry, therefore ask thy 
ſelf theſe Queries, Doſt thou ſpare no gap, a 
Ruling Sin? Withdraw. no wedge of Gold or 4 
Babylonianiſh Garment, a gainful fin? Dot 4 
make a League with no Gibeonite? Canſt with 
Feſhua, deſtroy every Canaanite, even that fin 
which for ſweetneſs thou rolleſt under thy 
Tongue, the Stumbling-block of thine own Ini- 
uity, the Peccatum in delicis > Do'ſt Batter 
the Tower of Ferico? Canſt break down the 
Bul-wark of the Fleſh? and ſay of every fin, 
as the Fews of Chriſt, Away with him, let him 
be Crucified > thou art a prepared Soul. When 
Chriſt that Glorious Sun is Riſen and Enthro- 
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(54 ) 
ned in the heart, that a man cin ſay, come and 


ſee rhe place where the Lord Reigns; He is 
ready for Heaven. 


4. When the Believer hath ſo increaſed his 
Talent, chat the Grain of Muſtard-ſeed is be- 
come a great Tree, (viz.) He hath gotten ſugh 
a ſtock of Grace, that he can ſay as the Rich 
Man of his Ground, I have much goods laid up 

be is ready. Three things Saints do ardently 
defire in order to this Fitneſs, 

1. Grace in the Reality of it. 

2. Grace in the Fulneſs of it. 

3. The Gracious Preſence, Let my Beloved 
come into hm Garden, ſaid the Church. 

Chriſtians, you muſt not only have Grace 
habitually, but actually, in its moſt lively and 
vigorous Exerciſe, to prepare you for Heayen. 
Grace is a Talent ſent down from Heaven, and 
put into our hands to Trade with. When the 

Oil is in the Veſſel, and the Lamps burn 
bright, 1. e. Divine Grace ſhines in che Soul 
like Stars in the Night; the Chriſtian is in a fir 
poſture to meer Chriſt, Chriſtians, why ſhould 
you take up your ſtand. in Religion, and nor 
go on to Perfection. Even as Apelles upon all 
his. Pictures would write, Faciebat, non facit. 


You muſt not ſuffer your Lamps ro wax dim, 


and your Oil to waſt. A Dwarf is a Monſter 


in. Nature. As there are ſome decayed in their 
Trades and Eſtates, and others grown poor and 
conſumprive in their Bodies, ſo are there wi- 
thered and decayed Profeſſors in every Socie- 
ty, the New Man is very weak ind feeble in 
very many. What are become of the * 
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owfotts, and Delights of the Spirit? This aY 
WS: cam doth not run, Rivers of Ling Water | 
o not flow out of our Belles : Where is the 
Wold ſtock, and the new encreaſe? Thar Plenty 
ind fulneſs of the Spirit, that muſt ripen our | 
WSculs and make us ready? If Grace like the b 
Houſe of David did revive, and wax ſtronger 
and ſtronger in you, it would cure your Stu- 
por and Security: and give you (bear with 
the expreſſion) a freſh Start, or new Alarm for 
Heaven. That Grace is not in the gaining 
hand, is moſt apparent by your letting down 
your Watch, and falling aſleep. By your 
Liſtleſsneſs ro Duties, and want of Life, and 
Aﬀection in them, by the prevalency of Cor- 
ruption, and decay of Godly Sorrow for Sin, 2 
and inward Peace, by the blotting of your E- * 
vidences for Heaven, and want of Communi- . 
on with Chriſt, who ſtands a loof off from the 
withered and decayed Chriſtian, Friend, doſt 
thou not hear the Lord ſay, I have ſomething * 
againſt thee, becauſe thou halt loſt hy hell el 
Love? We read of the firſt days of David, 
and of the firſt Ripe Fruits; The firſt Fruits 
of rhe Spirit, the love of the Eſponſals, _Bur 
where ſhall we find it? what is become of the 
{weet Incenſe of Prayer and Praiſe, thou waſt 
wont to {end up to Heaven? The time was, 
thou couldſt be early and late with God by ſo- 
lemn and ſecret Prayer, and direct and dart up 
thy Soul to Heaven often in a day, by occaſion- 
al, ejaculatory Prayers. Is not this Golden Lamp 
gone out? was there never a Spirit of Prayer 
among God's People in this Nation? lat: is <4 
come of that inward affection in Prayer, where 
| 3 2 


R 

(66) 
hall we find it? Is all our Religion reſolv'd 
into Forms and Formality? How little Spiri. 
tual worſhip hath God by the beſt of us, who 
will accept of no other worſhip 2 where are 
thoſe frequent Viſits from Chriſt in his Ordi. 
nances you have found? where are the choice 
Fruits in Chriſt's Garden? you that are planted 
in the Houſe of the Lord, muſt flouriſh in the 
Courts of our GA, and caſt forth your Roots 
like Lebanon. Grow in Grace, and you ſhall come 
into Glory, 2 Pet. I. II. 


Queſtion. Do all God's People ( who ſhall $0 
in with with Chriſt) die in a comfortable 
condition, and with Moſes ſee the Promiſed 
Land: or have they a Praſpect of their Hea- 
venly Country? 


Anſw. No: Scripture and Experience prove 
the contrary. And here I ſhall lay down ſome 
+ Particulars, both to quicken and ſupport God's 
People, whoſe Souls ſeem to be ar the very point 

of deſpair. 2 | 
2 1 The ſtare of a Godly Man, and his future 
Felicity is not to be adjudged by the manner of 
death, or his ſenſible comforts at the end of, 
his, days, bur by the general courſe and renden- 
cy of his Life. A Ship that comes home Rich- 
ly Laden may meet with a Storm at the Har- 
bour's-Mouth. It matters not much (ſaid Dr. 
Harri to his holy diſconſolate wife) whether 
Comfort comes an hour before Death, or an hour 
after Death. A Godly Man may die Mourning ; 
God may give him the Garment of Gladneſs 
in Heaven, for his Spirit of Heavineſs on — 
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A Holy Miniſter of this Nation was wont to 
ſay, He never taſted the ſweet of Religion all 
the days of his Life, meaning, Aſſurance of 
Heaven. 

Secondly, Believing doth proceed from ſeal- 
ing, the direct Act of Faith goes before the re- 
flect Act of Faith, the Faith of Adherence be- 
fore the Faith of Evidence, Epheſ. 1. 13. 

Thirdly, The Kingdom of Glory is not pro- 
miſed ro Aſſurance, bur to Faith and Repent- 
ance, There are many now in Heaven thar 
were not aſſured of it till they came thither. 
And how many tender ſerious Souls are there 
who prize none in the VVorld like a Chriſt, 


- - i \ * - 
- * bs J 
Es 2 
* = 
= ; 


\ 


* 

\ s 
- 
o 


who love him with all the regards of the Lord, 


who hate the Enemies of the Scepter with a 
perfect hatred, who would not willingly offend 


or grieve him in the leaſt meaſure, who cleave. 


nnto him as the only Rock of Salvation, who 


would nor relinquiſh their intereſt in him for 
Millions of V Vorlds. And yet they weep with 


Mary, becauſe they cannot ſee their Lord, 
They conflict with Fears and Doubts day and 


night, and have not that reflective Evidence 
and Aſſurance that he is their Chriſt, their 


God. The hour (ſaid one) in which Afu- 


rance comes is ſeldom, and its ſtay is ſnort. 


Thoſe that have it, have it not at all times: 


as there are degrees of Grace, ſo there are dif- 


ferent meaſures of Aſſurance. The ]ewels 


of Grace may lie hid in the cloſe and dark 


Cabinet of the heart, until the Spirit ſhine up- 
on irs own Grace. The choiceſt Flowers have 


their Roots out ot ſight. There are, who be 


as truly in the favour of God, as che Angels 


them- 
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themſelves, but they are very doubtful of it, 
'Tis reported that two Miniſters came to viſit a 
Godly Woman, who was weeping over her 
Child in the Cradle: and being asked by one 
of the Miniſters the cauſe of her grief, ſhe ſaid, 
becauſe I have profeſs'd Religion more then 
twenty years, and am not aſſured of my Sal- 
vation. One of the Miniſters asked the Wo- 
man, whoſe Child is this in the Cradle? ſhe 
anſwered, Mine, bur, ſaid he, doth the Child 
know ycu are the Mother of it? She rep!y'd, 
No: which queſtion was a conſolation to this 
dejected (ſad woman. The Lord knoweth thoſe 
that are his. 

Fourthly, A Man may come ſafe to Heaven 
withour aſſurance, but not without Grace and 
inherent Holineſs, But remember this, the 
more careleſs and indifferent a man or woman 
is about rhe aſſurance of Heaven, the further 
off he is from it. Therefore prize it highly, preſs 

after ir vehemently, if thou wouldft attain it. 

Fifthly, Great caſtings down, and Soul-di- 
ſtreſſes, do often uſher in much Joy and inward 
Peace, As a dark. miſty Nighr goes before a 
bright Morning, and a cold long Winter before 

a fruirful Spring. Some that have been brought 
down to the Valley of the ſhadow of Death, 
have - alſo been carried up to the Mount of 
Transfiguration. The Spirit of Bondage doth, 
lead the way to the Spirit of Adoption, Rom. 8. 

A Chriſtian that is poor and contrite in his 
own ſenſe, may have his Soul in a proſperous 
condition. And tis a great Faith to cleave to 
Chriſt and the Promiſes, when a man hath little 
comfort. The time may come (ſaith a great = 
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ine ) When the Faith n be n 
al. Though thy Soul is caſt down, Aſſurance 
may be at the Door. When Mary Magdalen 
as weeping, and thought her Lord was riſen 
and gone, Chriſt was behi NE Fobm 20. bo 
Sixthly, 1 do not uſually die i in a nes. - 2 2 
or Spiritual Conſumption. IE Erich 5 
down dead, he muſt riſe up again. * Ged 
will one way or other recover his declini 
People, and revive his work in then 
make them Ready. Conſider, it greatiy 
concerns all that wi livetand die comfortably, 
and enjoy Chriſt and Heaven Eternally, to preis 
after certinry, and to make ready, Are all 
our defirable and beſt things in the World un- 
certain, and ſhall our Souls and Heaven be ſo 
too ? In things of infinite leſs value, Men are 
for certainty, and why not in this ? The Uſu- 
rer would Save Money told twice, who was 
wont to ſay to his Man, Ir is good to be ſure. 
In caſe on Money lent, Men will have double 
Security, by and Land. In Londen there 
is an Enturing-Office for Merchandize, Ard 
will you have no care to preſerve your Souls Þ 
If certainty of Salvarion were to be bgug | 4 | 
God knows; bad ten Earths faid a v — 
ly and Learned Divine) I would part * 1 


for It. 
_—_ 1 Wil. 


The - Uſe i is to perſwade 0 1e 
any x d ro God and * Souls, to be 
Awake out of ſleep, and get you ; 
| Ge on, Oyl in che Ven. Loks 
yo * 5 * you may y be "ready 
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themſelves, but they are very doubrful of it. 
'Tis reported that two Miniſters came to viſit a 
Godly Woman, who was weeping over her 
Child in the Cradle: and being asked by one 
of the Miniſters the cauſe of her grief, ſhe ſaid, 
becauſe I have profeſsd Religion more then 
twenty years, and am not aſſured of my Sal- 
vation. One of the Miniſters asked the Wo- 
man, whoſe Child is this in the Cradle 2 ſhe 
anſwered, Mine, bur, ſaid he, doth the Child 
know ycu are the Mother of it? She rep!y'd, 
No: which queſtion was a conſolation to this 
dejected ſad woman. The Lord knoweth thoſe 
that are his. 

Fourthly, A Man may come ſafe to Heaven 
withour aſſurance, but not without Grace and 
inherent Holineſs, Bur remember this, the 
more careleſs and indifferent a man or woman 
is about rhe aſſurance of Heaven, the further 
off he is from it. Therefore prize it highly, preſs 

after it vehemently, if thou wouldſt attain it. 

Fifthly, Great caſtings down, and Soul-di- 
ſtreſſes, do often uſner in much Joy and inward 
Peace. As a dark miſty Night goes before a 
bright Morning, and a cold long Winter before 
a fruitful Spring. Some that have been brought 
down to the Valley of the ſhadow of Death, 
have alſo been carried up to the Mount of 
Transfiguration. The Spirit of Bondage doth , 
lead the way to the Spirit of Adoption, Rom. 8. 
A Chriſtian that is poor and contrite in his 
own ſenſe, may have his Soul in a proſperous 
condition. And tis a great Faith to cleave to 
Chriſt and the Promiſes, when a man hath little 
comfort. The time may come (faith a great Di- 
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ine) When the Faith of Adherence-may be all in 
all. Though thy Soul is caſt down, Aſſurance 
may be at tlie Door. When Mary Magdalen 
was weeping, and thought her Lord was riſen 
and gone, Chriſt was behind her, Jobs 20. 
Sixthly, Saints do not uſually die in a Swoon 
or Spiritual Conſumption, tf 
down dead, he muſt-riſe up again. So God 
will one way or other recover his declinin 
People, and rewive his work in them, — 
make them Ready. Conſider, it greatly 
concerns all that will livefand die comfortably, 
and enjoy Chriſt and Heaven Eternally, to preis 
afrer certainty, -and to-make ready, Are all 
our deſirable and beſt things in the World un- 
certain, and ſhall our Souls and Heaven be ſo 
too? In things of infinite leſs value, Men are 
for certainty, and why not in this? The Uſu- 
rer would have Money told twice, who was 
wont to ſay to his Man, Ir is good to be ſure. | 
In caſe of Money lent, Men will have double 
Security, by Bond and Land. In London there 
is an Enfuring-Office for Merchandize. And 
will you have no care to preſerve your Souls ? 
If certainty of Salvation were to be bought, 
God knows; if I had ten Earths * a v o- 
ly and Learned Divine) I world part with them 
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The 4th. Uſe is to perſwade alkwho haye * 
any regard to God and their, dear Souls, to be 
in read! Awake out of ſleep, and get your 
' Garments on, Oyl in che V Loins gitt, 


Eutichus fall 


ir Lamps burning, that you may be ready 
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2 (70) 
'«afid ay Lord find you ſo, as well as Men thit 
you ſo. | | 
: This plain Tſe of Exhortation is diretel 
to two ſorts of Perſons. | <4 
4 1. Thoſe who are wholly unready for Death 
and Judgment, ; , 
2. To thoſe who are in part ready, bur no 
ſo ready as they ſhould be, who mult ſtand 
before the Lord: and as they themſelves ano 
ther day will wiſh they had been, 1 
I. Thoſe who are wholly unready to go in 
with Chrſt. | 
- . Queſt, Are there any ſuch ? yea, more than 
a few. How many hear, and noWhread theſe 
. Sermons, do know themſelves unFady, and 
will not prepare: whole Conſciences tell them 
if they ſhould die, and ſtand before God in 
their 71 condition, they are undone for 
ever? If they ſhould receive a Summons to come 
to God's Bar this day, or this night, we might 
hear them cry out, ſpare me a little longer, 
Lord, ſpare me the Prince, and me the Prieſt; 
ſpare me the Father, and me thę Son; ſpare me 
the Mother, and me the Daughter; ſpare me the 
Rich Man, and me the Poor Man; ſpare me 
* the Maſter, and me the Servant; ſpare me the 
Voung Man and me the Old Man ſpare me the 
Miſtreſs,and me the Maid; ſpare me che Learn- 
ed, and me the Unlearned Man; me the ſickly 
Man, and me the healthy Man; Lord, for one 
* . Month, or Year more, before J go to the place 
from whence I ſhall never return. ht 
To open and illuſtrate, viz. that there are 
abundance unready. Let me ask you, whar * 
think you of the Infidel World, the * 
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ciſed in heart and fleſh > How many. Kingdoms 
and Nations are there, who know nor the wa 
to a Life of Immortality by a Mediator? theſe 
are the Devil's Free-hold, without Hope, and 
ſtumble down to Hell in the dark. But co 
leave the poor Pagans (who periſh for want of 
viſion) and to come nearer to our ſelves: what 
vaſt Multitudes are there in the Chriſtian World, 
and that among Baptized Perſons, who enjoy 
the means of Salvation, and are altogether un- 
ready for Chriſt and Heaven. 
To deſcend to Particulars. . 
I, chat are groſly Ignorant of God 
and Jeſyhciſt, vix. Ignorant of his Nature, 
Perſon, ces, they have neither a Head or 
hearty knowledge of Chriſt. Their Minds are 
blind and Underſtandings darkned. The firſt 
work God doth to prepare Sinners for Heaven, 
is to open their Eyes, and to bring them into 
the light of Life. But to theſe, God, Chriff, 
Faith, Repenrance, is a Myſtery. A VVoman 
being asked by a Miniſter, Whether Chriſt, by 
whom ſhe expected Salvation, was a Man or a 
VVoman? Anſwered, ſhe gould nor tell. Are 
ſuch ready? ſhall they be laved who are under 
the Power of the Prince of Darkneſs? Righteous _ 
Father (ſaid Chriſt) the World hath not known 


thee, John 17. 25. And truly Heaven is no 


more in Hell then Preparation for it is in an ig- 5 
norant Perſon. Thoſe who are made fir for 
Heaven, are delivered from the Power of Dark- 
neſs, Col. 1. 12, 13. Under the Law God 
would 'not accept of blind Sacrifices, Dew, 
15. 21.  Pfal. 11. 27. 2 Cor. 4. 3. O then, 
cry after Knowledge, and lift up thy voice foy 
| D:3*: 7,455 "oe 
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Dodetſtanding; rake hold of Inftration, "and 
Aer her not go, for ſhe is thy Life, Prov. 2. 2. 
Without knowledge the heart cannot be good 
nor fit for God and Heaven, 

2. VVhat ſhall we think of thoſe that reſt 
-onl in outward Priviled dges, who being born 

is and of the will of the Fleſh. And 
iy cine Education have attained the know. 

ge of ſound Principles and way, of ' Salvati- 
on, but were never awakened, cohyinced, and 
under any diſtreſs about their Souls; ate "rheſe 
ready for Chriſt and Heaven, Febn 8. 39. 


. Rom, 7.9 . Rev. 3. 17. The whole Ae the 


| Phyſiiqn, ſaid Chriſt. Thoſe whb rangers 

to the Spirit of Bondage, and ng 6 the new 

Binh, who never law thoſe Treafures of 

VVrath due to Sin, he that was never heard to 

Len Nr Jam unclean, Iam caſt down, Tam = 
ey 2 1 un ok, 1 am undone, J die, I 

[= if Chriſt and Mercy come lot 

_ , : ſped. Y WVirhont Conviction there can be 

v0 Convertion. A Woman Travels and then 
| 7 forth a Child, A#s 2. 36, 16, 30, Ma- 

mY my be to Hell, few or none go ſmooth- 

en. Men commonly paſs thorow 

705 eee they enter Fa the Har- 

1 laven of Reſt. The Laſh ofthe Law 

1 Is — * chool-maſter to bring us to Chriſt, Gal. 

11 NN 5 r are deluded with a 

n, that never had a fick night 

or a Paine 22 Sin. Indeed all are not con- 

verted with a voice of Thunder, and uy beogghr 


0 Tard nod a 2 Fore are gd 
on 
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many to Hell, whereas a tore Conſcience is bet- 

ter than a Seared Conſcience, and a burning 

Ague is more hopeful than a Lethargy.. 
3. VVhar think you of the Betzaliſts and 


Damme s, who cutſe Fatob and deſie Irael F viz; 
that deride Holineſs, and make ſport of Sin © 


and fly in the Face of their Creator, and dare 


God to kill and damn them every day. There 


are who live as. if they were ſent into 
World to do nothing but fin, ſerve the Devil, 


and. ruin themſelves. What Droves and Mul- 


there ig every place? How is the broad way 
crowd 


tirudes 9 hbidinous- r perſons are 


fo he may Reign. 
Occidat modo imperet. 


Let the Devil damn us lo we have the Weer. 
of Sin. Theſe do not believe a day of eternal!!! 
Retribution after Death. And are they prepa- - 
red for Chriſt and Heaven, who are feady 8 3 


the Deyil and Hell? | 


4. Whar are the Spirirually Barren under al! 
the Dreſſings and Dews of Heaven, and the 
abundance of Apoſtates in heart and practice ? -* 
we may take up David's Lamentarion upon che 


CY 
„ 


How are the Mighty falen? The Falling-Sick- 


neſs hach been very . 7 and an ep 


death of Saul and Fonnthan, and ſay wit grieh . 


Lydia, but tis very ſeldom. Security ſends 


with Men of corrupt minds and cur- 
ſed practices, who drop poilon as they go, and. 
ride Poſt to Hell? Theſe Scarlet Sinners will 
break thorow all dangers to have their Luſts 
ſarisfied. As Nero's Mother ſaid, Let him kill me, 
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Diſeaſe among us. Theſe are days of as many 
inſtances of Apoſtacy and back-ſliding, and 
that from as high and glorious pitches as any 
Age fince the Apoſtles days can Parallel. How 
many Stars have been caſt from Heaven? How 
many Trees plucked up by the Roots? Many 
ſeeming Stars are diſcoyered to be bur Meteors, 
and now gone down in obſcurity. Are theſe 
ready for Chriſt? The Penny will not be paid 
until the Evening; the End Crowns the Acti- 
on. He that preſſeth on and runs to the end 
of the Race ſhall have the Prize, Exel. 3. 20, 
Mat. 24. 12, 13. Heb. 6. 4, 11, 38, 39. 2 Pet. 

4. 20, 1 Cor. 904.24. Ne. 1. 10. | 
5. What think you.of thoſe Millions of un- 
holy Worldlings, who Trade altogether for 
the Earth, and lay up no Treaſure in Reayen ? 
Their Gold, Silver, Houſes, Lands, Wives, 
Children, are their God. They defire no ber- 
ter Heaven then to be perpetuated in the Ho- 
nours, Profits and Pleaſures of the World; I 
would not leave my part in Paris for my part in 
Paradiſe, ſaid a Prophane wretch. A Noble 
man of Vienna at his great Feaſt, and in the 
midſt of his Jolliry, ſaid, * If God would leave 
© me my Riches, and ſuffer mè to live but a 

- © Thouſand Years to take my Pleaſure, I 
would willingly leave God his Heaven. The 
Children of Reuben and Gaa, being enriched 
by the Spoils of their Enemies, and come into 
aa good Land, deſued to have it for their In- 
beritance, and not to go into the Promiſed 
Land, Numb. 32. T, , 3, 4. Are they prepared 
for Heaven, who can take the World for their 
Portion > Mar, 19. 23. | > 
| YG. 6. What 
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6. What are the thouſands and ten thouſands 
of Chriſt and Mercy-ſlighting Sinners, many 
of which will not come within the found of 
the Silver Trumpets, viz. to wait upon God 
in the uſe of Means. There are who ſeem to 
be reſolyed ro throw their Squls into Hell. 
God commands to do no Murder, and Self- 
Murder is wondred at, becauſe rhe care of 
Life, and the fear of Death is plarited in 
Man's Nature; but ſelf-deſtruction, ſelf-dam- 
nation, is very common. There are wWwhe will 
ſay, we are no Thieves, nor Murderers, nor 
Adulterers, or Drunkards, but to be Chrift- 
flighters is worſe, and more damnable. This 
made Chriſt 'grieve, ſigh, weep, in a melting 
manner over Feruſ/alem, and his compaſſionate. 
bewailing of them, was enough to turn ſtones 
into tears, nevertheleſs, they wilfully refuſed 
him, Mat. 23. 37. This will be ſad, like the 
impenitent Thief to periſh, and a Saviour by 
his ſide. We read of a whole Cy upon the - 
loſs of their Swine; intreated hrift to be 
gone our of their Coaſts, Mat. 8. ult. Are 
theſe ready to wear the Crown of Glory ?* 

7. Add to theſe, thoſe, (and not a few). 
who hold not the head, bur Execrable and 
Abominable Opinions, Which they perrinact- 
ouſly defend, 15 men make not the Perſon 

of the Mediator the Object of their Faith and 
Hope, and with the Sadduces deny the Reſut- 8 
rection of the Body, are they prepared to go 
in with Chriſt > Hereſie is reckoned among 
the worſt of rhe fins of the, Fleſh : ds a Spi- 
ritual VVirch- craft, arid” a covert, cloſe wax 
ro Hell. not only wicked Practiſes but corrupßt 
| | | D 4 N Opinions . = 
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3 ſaid of Jobs Sons, 


1 ©" urn to God. Moreoyer, thoſe who puts off 
their preparation for Heaven, do net know 
What a lite ef joy, and pleaſure they live, dy, 
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Opinions will damn mens *ſouls, 2 Pet. 2. Paul 
told the erronious Galiatians they were bewitch. 
ed; when mens Catrel, or the bodies of their 
Children are bewitched, how fad is it, but tis 
more dreadful to have ſouls bewitched. There 
are an abundance of Virtiginous Leprous heads 
in this Nation. Head. diſeaſes are hardly cured, 
they do often kill. Ye therefore beloved, ſeeing 
e know theſe things before, beware leaſt ye al- 
| > being led away with the error of the wick. 
ed, fall from your own ſteadfaſtneſs, 2 Per. 
3. 19. | 
8. Joyn to theſe your finners in ⁊ion, and 
Tares among the Wheat, the falſe-hearted pro- 
feflors, and thoſe who think their,good intenti- 
ons and own Righteouſneſs will ſave them, 
This Golden Idol of ſelf-Righteouſneſs hath 
fhut many out of heaven, Mat. 5.20. Luke 18. 
11, 12, 13: Rom, 10. 3. | , f 
9. What are thoſe that ſay they are too young, 
and it is too ſoon to ꝓart with Sin, and prepare 
for Heaven are ſuch ready for the Bridegrooms 
coming ? Theſe do not conſider that more die 


- 


3 7 young than live long; and how -httle Graves, 


Bones, and Skulls of all ſizes are in our 


” . - burial-places ? Our Proverb is, Thar the Lambs 
Skin many times come to the Marker before the 


Sheeps Skin. The young men are dead; tis 
700 I 17. again enquire | 
the time of mens converſion, and you” will find 
few converted in Old Age. Tis almoſt a Pro- 
digy to ſee an old man or woman convert and 
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have taſted rhe ſweet of Religion, and gotten 
Evidence for Heaven early. And who can tell 
whar an abundance of young men and women 
are now in Flames? The fins of youth David 
pray d for the pardon of, Pſal. 2 
10. And laitiy, What will you ſay of fooliſh : / 
Virgias? Are they prepared for the Eternal 
World ? Here are Virgins unready, ſup 1 0 \ 
repreſent Particular Churches, half had not : 
in their Veſſels, What if you ſhould be ſach ? 
St. Paul. telleth the Church of Corinth, He had. 
Eſpouſed them as a chaſt Virgin to Chriſt, and yer 
there were bad members among them. They 
were convinced Virgins, that made a profeſſion, 
and kept themſelves from groſs pollution, Mat. 
25.1, They were found in their Principles, no- 
Heriticks, they expected Chriſt coming. SO 
were in high Eſteem, and did ſhine as Lights, 
their Lamps did burn, and they went, on in 
Religion for a time. How many are pleasd 
Vich the name or reputation of being Religious? 
they. would be thought good, Is thy heart right 
( ſaid Fehu )-as my heart #? The. wiſe Virgins - 3 
thought well of them, and that they had been 
prepared. The Diciples thought well of Juda, 
and Paul of Damas ; they were in a complaining ©. * 
condition, and ſenſible of the want of grace, and 
came for a ſupply to the wiſe Virgins, hut was ñ̃⁵ 
too late, Laſtly, their expectation was high, 
and their confidence held out to the laſt. They. _Y 
came boldly to the door, and pray d for admiſſi- 
on. - 
Vouthave heard there is a numberleſs number. - 
unready, and truly you may as ſoon find ſweet-- 
Flowers growing. upon the Sea, and Fiſh upon 
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ie Mountains, yea, * wy upon the rops cf 

Trees, as preparation for Heaven in . carnal 

Hearts. Naw bo to faſten this truth as a. Nail 

in a ſure place, ask thy ſelf theſe queſtions, 

that thou mayſt know to which. ſort thou be. 
longeſt. 

1. Queſt. Am not T the poor blind Jo: whom the 

Goſpel ſaith vs Loſt 2. | 

2. Queſt, Have I been favingly ſenſi le of fin, 
and the want of a Saviour? Did I ever taſt of Spi. 
ritual Grief or Godly Serrow? Is fin as a Talent of 

Lead, or as light as a Feather to me? 

FE Queſt: Is not my name among the deadin]e 
ruſalem, and in the liſt of prodigious finners who 
book like Hell it ſelf. . | 

Read over the Catalogue of the fins of the 
Fleſh, Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. 1 Cor. 6.9, 10. And ſay, 
Are not theſe my ſins?” . 

4. Qu. Am not I the Man that went out of Ba- 
bylon to Zion, that ſe: Sail for Heaven, and once 
feem'd a bright Star,v\z.4 forward, aclive, zealous 
Chriſtian diligent in Duties, now become a Comet ? 
Where j my fervour and affeci ion? Is not my latter 
end likely to be worſe then the begining ? What 1 
profeſſion without progreſſion ? .. 

5- Queſt. Am net I an Idolatrons NMirlaling, 
whe name M written in Earth, and whoſe portion 
in this Life, Pla), 17. 14. Luke 6.24. ol. 3. 
5. James 5. 1. 

6. Queſt.. May not I be ranł d among the de be- 
rate Chriſt-rejeting ſinners, over * bead Gods 
wrath langs? 

Quceſt. Do I bole" corru pt, dan ngercus ; dam: 

"a ss inion, contrary to the form of found words, 

and the Doctrine of the Apoſtles and An b 

. 1. 14. | 8. Hens 


I 
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ies my good Purpoſes, my 


(179) 


8. Queſt, Do I nat build upon the rotten ſandy 
Foundation of mine own Ri ghreouſneſ? 2 What be- 
aptiſm, and ſome im- 

perfect performances, and vain hopes have I to 


ſatisfie God, and» to entitle me to Heaven? 


Matth. 7. 22. 15 


9. Queſt. Do Inet think it too ſoon to believe, love 
God, and live a ſtrict pious life ? Should I be @ * 


looſer to part with my Luſts, and give my Heart 
to.Chriſt ? 


10. Queſt. Am not T a fooliſhVirgin 2- Let God **%, | 
and all your conſciences Fudge in this caſe. Sinner, 
45 Nathan to David, Tho 


may ] not ſay to thee, 
art the man, not ready for Chriſt and Heaven. 
When God created the firſt man, he gave him a 


name thas anſwered to biz Original; doft thou A] 
thy name when thou readeſt it, or heaveſt it? then 


. 


thus it is. 


If thou belongeſt to che firſt of theſe, Ins- 21 3 
ramus is thy name. If to the ſecond ſort, Senlg-" 
leſs, ſecure. ſleeper is thy name. If to the third, 


Senſualiſt, or fleſh. indulger is thy name, If co the 


fourth, Backſlider is thy: name-z If to the fifth .- 


Mammoniſt, or man of the Earth is thy name; 


If thou b&ongeſt. to the ſixth, Self murderer is - 
if to the ſeventh, -Hererick is thy 4 


thy name; 
name; If ro the eighth, Juſticiary is thy name; 
If ro the ninth ſort, Trifling time-delayer is thy 


name; If to the laſt, Counterfeit Chriſtian, or © 


filly foul-deluder is thy name. Poor wreich- 
ed- man, thy name is-Ominous, and doth perſage 


evil to come upon thee-in the latter end. Na- 
ball l bis name, and u bis name ſo is he. But is 
is there no remedy ? yes, part with thy curſed. 
luſts, and receive che Lord Jeſys Chriſt, and hon 
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halt have a new, moſt excellent and honoura- 
rable name; firſt given ro the Diſciples at 
Antioch; Chriſtian, ſhall be thy Name. 


Noa having heard, what an abundance are 
unready, I ſhall go on with the moſt impor- 
tant Uſe of Exhortation., If you have any 
belief of the World ro come, or regard,ro your 
Spiritual welfare, as you will ſtand with joy 
and boldneſs in the day of Judgment, before 
the Great and Terrible God, let it be rhe pro- 
ſent and great buſineſs of your lives to prepare 
and make ready for your deareſt Lord. Friend, 
to be kind to thine own Soul, is that J do here 
perſwade thee unto. And I ſhall begin with 
you thar ate young, who are to be the Semi- 
"nary and Plants in God's Nurſary, when thoſe 
thar are Grave arid more Aged are laid up in 
their Graves. The Lord God of my Maſter A- 
-braham, ſend me good ſpeed, was the Prayer of 
2 Faithful Servant, when going to procure a 


= Wife for Iſaac, Gen. 24. St. Paul, who was 


a young Perſecutor, and ſoon converted to be a 
Preacher, exhorts young men to flye youthful 
Luſts; there are mafiy of them, 2 Tim, 2. 22. 
How many ftrong and perillous Temiptarions 
are incident ro Youth ? There is no ſuch glaſſie 
Arber piee of way between you and Heaven 
as Yonth. Beware, ſaith a Divine, of this green 
70 Devil, the hot and fiery Paſſions of 
' Youth, That true Father in God, John, writes 
to young men who were Believers betimes. 
Youth and Grace, Chriſt and a young Man 
or a young Woman are a ſweet Couple (faith 
the ſame Author.) Old Facob . 


0 * 


* 


of 8h . 


1 
© 


— 

Sons to carry Aon to Foſeph the beſt Fruits of 
the Land of Canaan, Gen. 43. 11. This Prim- 
role or Spring-Flower of Grace and Vertue 
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will be very grateful to ſweet Jeſus. Young © 


Men and Young Women hearken to the advice 
of him who knew by ſweet experience how 


good it was ra begin with God early, Ecclef. 


12. Remember thy Creator in the days. of 
thy Youth, The Kingdem ef Heaven ( ſaith 
Chriſt) lige a-Man that s an Heuſholder, which 
went out early to hire Labcurers into his Vineyard, 
Matth. 22. 1. Will you in the Aurora or. Gol- 


den Morning of your Youth, go about your 


Maſters work, or rather, your own ? Mine 
Offering are for a ſweer ſavour unto me (ſaith 
the Lord,) ye ſhall obſerve to offer in their ſea- 


fon. The young Bullock, and Lambs of the 


firſt year are for the Lord, Numb, 28. The 
Godly Child mentioned in the little. Book 
when it ſaw the Tokens of Death on it, cri 


out, I am markt, Death was welcome to it, * 4 
being for Chriſt, and ready for Heaven. Thou 


haſt promiſed ro be the Lords before this 
day, and a free will Offering vowed was 
not to be releaſed, Numb. 30. The Daughters 


of Zelophehad ( being young Virgins) ſued for , I 
an Inheritance among their Brethren (viz.) to 


have a Lot in the Holy Land. Do you feek 
for an inherirance among Believers in the bet- 
ter Country? Heaven is before yon, and God 
bids you, as once Abrabam and Lot, o make 


reſolve to ſow the ſeed of Vertue, and thou 
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our choice; he expects ir, who will requite 2 
— youthful kindneſs, Fer. 2. 12. No Wie , 
to the Wife of the Youth. In the Morning 


"ſhalt reap. Sanfifie to me the firſt-born, ſaith the 
Lord. Deal by the Soul as Hannah did with 


£0 in with 
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her Son, who gave him to the Lord, Tis the 
beſt time for ſuch a deſignation ; and if thou 
doſt intend Heaven, remember who ſaith, My ifYi 
Son, give me thy heart, Prov. 2.26. Be Hol ; 
and thou ſnhalt be accepted. Sinner, thou canfl * 
not make too much haft to Heaven. When did 
you hear a young Woman being Eſpouſed to 
a Perſon, Comely, Rich, Wiſe and Honoura- 
ble, ſay, It was too ſoon for ſuch an Advan- 


tage. Let this day be thy Marriage-day ; Mar- 


riage is Honourable; eſpecially this Marriage, 
PET to the Kings Son and Heir of Heaven. 
And if none have been converted that heard 


theſe Sermons, . O that you that read them 
may be the Firſt- fruits, Exod. 34. 26. Mich 7.1. 


Rem. 15. 5. It hath been, and. is the beſt ſight 
in England, and in our Aſſemblies, to ſee ſo 
many young faces towards Heaven, ready to 

hriſt. To perſwade you to be- 
tow the dew of your -Youth on Chriſt, and 
that your Reſolutien for Heaven may as a 


Mighty Torrent carry down all before it. 


TEL: Take theſe Incentives. | 
1. The Church is called a Vitgin, Chrift - 


| the Bridegroom, and the flouriſhing Age of | 
Vouth muſt be the beſt time to make thisMarch - * 


The Birds chuſe their Mates. in the Spring; 


the youty Bees, when thruſt out by the old 

ones, work in the Summer for Honey in 
Winter. The. Marriages of the Aged, When 
Men ſh6uld think of a Grave, are wondred at; 


and ſome v hat rare, Sinner, the time of ,Yowh 
4 enn 
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is the choiceſt and fitteſt ſeaſon for thy Su. 
Now, thine, Affections, viz, Deſire, Love, 7 
oy, Delight, (che wings and feet of thy 
oul, to carry thee to the Arms and Boſom of 
Chriſt) are ripe and flouriſh; While thy Love 
is warm, ſtrong, and all thy ſenſes and facul- 
ties quick, lively, active, place them on ſweet 
Jeſus. Timouſneſs or Priority we muſt have 
ever reſpect unto in this grand Affair; as the 
Woman came to Chriſt's Grave early, Luke 24.1. 
ſo early muſt we get Grace. How. excellent 
is it fora young Man, or Maid, to have ſuch a 
ſpring of Grace as to invite. Chriſt. to come and 
dwell with him, Cant. 4. ult. The owner. ff 
the Garden delights to ſee the young Plants 
Bud, Bloſſom, and bear Fruit, Cant. 6- 11. 
To Trade with God for the Oyl of Grace, and 
to prepare for Heaven early, is the Richeſt *# 
Trade in the World. Say with him who was. 
Pious in his Yourh, and could tell what God * 
had done for his Soul. hom have I in Heaven = 
but thee ? O God, thou art my God, early wil 
T ſeek thee, Pſal. 63.1, 73, 25. Do. as the 
Primitive Chfiftians, who gave. themſelves t 
the Lord, 2 Cor. 8. 5. It may be thou art por 
in the World, and haſt not Gold, Frankincenſe 
and Myrrh to Offer unto thy God, nor a thou» Mi 
| ſand Rams, and ten thoufand Rivers of Oil _— 
yet thou haſt an heart which is a preſenr for a 
Prince, a Gift for the Great God. Lord, . ſuch, "i 
as I have I give thee, and tis thine own, may. - 
Body and my Soul Irefign to thee, - Nm. 121. 
"This is the Male; do not bring the blind, rhe 
lame and the maimed, left he ſay to thee, as f 


2 


thoſe Sacrilegious Perſons, Go Offer it to thy: ff 
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Governor, ſee whether he will accept of it; where 
thou haſt ſpent the beſt of thy Floure, beſtow 
thy Bran. Let the World, Fleſh, and Devil, 
that have had thy Ycuth, have the fnufts and 
dreggs of old Ape roo, - Sinner, ſtay rill old 
Age, and no thanks to part with thy fins ; Sin 
will leave thee; when the Oil is waſted, the 
Lamp will go out. Then ſtand forth young 
man,and ſay ro God as Ahab to Benhadad, I am 
thine, and all that I have, My Head and my 
Heart is rhine, my Feet and my Hands, and 
= all is thine, My Heart is thine to Love thee, 
is my Head is thine to Plot for thee, my Hands 
|  - ſhall work for thee, my Feet ſhall go for thee, 
my Tongue fhall ſpeak ro thee and for thee” If 
13 Thad a thouſond hearts, Lord, thou ſhouldſt 
have them all. This is to honour him with 
thy Firſt- fruits, Prov, 3. 9. James 1, 16. 

2. Break off from the Devil and Sin early, 
and gather up this Heavenly hidden Manna 
of Divine Grace in the Morning, and go for- 
ward, and thou wilt be a Mother in Mael, of a 
Father in God's Family. The new born Babe 

will come to be a young Man, and a young 
Man a Father. The hot fiery Luſt of Youth 
A s rhe Devil in his Flowers (ſaith one) in Youth: 
dhe Devil finds dry ſticks, and dry coals, and 
ban hearth- ſtone, and how ſoon cam he with his 
PFPlint caſt Fire, and with his Bellows blow it up 
and Fire the Houſe, Therefore get Grace be- 
times into the Garriſon of thy Heart, that thou 
mayſt be able to repel his Helliſh Temprarions.. 
Iis Chriſt's delighr to be early in the Vine- 
Be. yard, Cant. 7.12, Trees that Bloſſom in the 
Fr Spring, are moſt Fruitful and moſt 3 | 
'Y. 39; ETA Pon r ren 
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God made choice of the Almond - Tree. (tis 
ſaid) becauſe it Bloſſomed firſt. When the 
Image of Heaven is ſtamp d early upon a Mans 
Soul, ſuch ordinarily attain great Eminency in 
= Grace and Holineſs, Moſes, Samuel, David, 
Daniel, Timothy, began with God betime, 
and were 1n the upper Form in God's School, 
and Stars of the firſt magnitude. Obadiab 
feared the Lord from his youth, and how uſe- I 
ful was he? Firſt ſeek the Kingdom of Heaven, - 
Matth. 6.33. Tis an Honour to be firſt in 
Chriſt, and firft Converted in a Town or Fa- 2 
mily, But to be the firſt Drunkard, the firſt 1 
Adulterer, the firſt Perſecutor, or rhe firſt in- 7 
venter of fantaſtick diſguiſed Faſhions, and 
wicked Practiſes, deſerves to be Branded Wi 
Infamy and Reproach. Senioriry or Prioritix 
in the Faith and true Piery is a Praiſe, Rom. 
6. 5. Salute Andronicus and Junia who are of 
Note, ( ſaith Paul) and were in Chfiſt before me, 
Whereas to be a young Sabbath-breaker, a 
young Fornicator, a young Thief, a young 3 
Atheiſt, is a horrible Shame and Ignominy.. . + © 
On the contrary, to be firſt in God's Fear and * 
Favour, and to have early experience of 
Chrft's Love, is both commendable and comq-- 
fortable. > A 
3. Delay is che ſad Character of the wicked 4 
Servant, and very deceirful and dangerous for 
thy Soul, Matth. 24. 48. To linger and pro: 
craſtinate in a matter of this moment, is a 
Trick and Cheat of the Old Serpent to nado 
thee for ever. To day, to day ſaith the greete 
Landlord and Limitter of our Time, To mor- 
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row, hereafter (ſaith the Devil) to whoſe voice 
Sinner, wilt thou liſten, to God, or the Devil? 
1 Haſte, for thy Life, ftay not, ſaid the Angel to 
* Lot; if he had ſtayed a little longer he had 
2 bin burnt. Will you by delays pleaſe the De- 
vil, and make Whips and. Stings for your 
ſelves, treaſure up Wrath, this. is to add to the 
Heap, .and bring Fewel to the Fire, that muſt 
burn upon thee to Eternity. But what need 
ſuch Haſte? The Thief went from the Croſs 
to the Crown the fame day. Do not truſt to 
that, it was but one Thief, and he a. Prodigy, 
and truly Penitent. Suppoſe God. ſhonld fay 
1 ro thee that art young, as once Foſeph to his 

. Brethren, Except your younger Brother come 

wich you, ye ſhall not ſee my Face; if thou 
doſt nor ſerve, fear and obey me in thy youth, 
thou ſhalr never obtain my favour, Trees that 
Bloſſom nor. till Autumn, afford little Fruit. 
The Inhabirants of China Marry their Children 
very young, to prevent their Debauchery. 1 
will nor ſay of the hoary-Head, there is no 
Hope, becauſe ſome few in the Evening, or ſe- 
1% venth hour, have been called and come to 
1 Chriſt: But with fear and trembling, con- 
7 ider, thou that ſay'ſt to day it is too ſoon, to 


morrow may with Anguith of Soul cry gut it 
is too late. Tis good for a Man 88 che 
Yoke in his Youth, 7. e. Chriſt's Yoke, not 
4s the Devil's Yoke, whoſe Slaves and Drudges 
be will make you, until he Damn you. What 
. a Grief is it, chat youthful Sins and old bones 
ſhould meet in the Grave, Job 28. 11. | 
4. Divine Precepts and Promiſes are to the 
preſent time, none. for hereafter, The Impe- 
om Taxe 
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rarive Mood hath no Future Tenſe. Secking 
our of ſeaſon hath had no ſucceſs. While Eſau 
was Hunting, he loſt the Bleſſing. Many ſhall 
ſeek, to enter in, and ſhall not be able, Whale 
they went fo buy the Bridegroom came, ſeek the 
Lord while he may be found, Iſa. 55. 7. Prov. 
8, 17. Are not the ſhadows of the Evening 
ſtretched out over ſome of you? Gray hairs 
are here and there, they will tell you the night 
is near: Look up you old and young Loiterers 

and ſee whether your Morning - Sun is not at 
its Meridian, yea, near irs Setting. Doſt 
thou not ſee many young men die, and go be- 
fore thee to the Grave? Art thou certain of 
another day? Will not God reckon with thee 
for ſo Rich a Talent, and Treaſure of Time 


put into thine hand 2 VVhat meaneſt thou O 


Sluggard, O Sleeper, Awake, Ariſe, Pray, 
that thou Periſh not. Thy Lord intends to 


come, how wilt thou fear and tremble to look - - 


him in the Face, and thy work not done ? 
Sinner, go home and mourn over this great 
and irreparable loſs, the loſs of thy precious 
Time. And now before Death draweth- the 
black ſhade over thee, ſer all things at rights 
1 God and hy Soul. an A thy 54 
and Hea epend upon an inch of time, do 
nor — it 7574 VVorld. Py? 
5. To know, tear, love and ſerve God in 
our Yourh, is the beſt comfort of Old Age. A 
oung Saint, and an old Angel is a true 
ying... . 3 
Here I ſubjoyn Morives for Saints aud Sin- 
ners to prepare; and means and directions in 
order to it. WS. 1. Mo... 
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the ſure paſſing excellency, dignity, and glo 
of the a, for whoſe 8a. and Jelightfil 
ranges Boy muſt prepare. Here I amv art a 
oſs, and know not how ro think, ſpeak;or write 
of this infinite, matchleſs, and tranſcendent 
beauty and glory of Chrift, Which Angels 
will keep all created Tongues of Men zund 
_ in exerciſe and buſie, night and day to ſpeak 

ti. Now if yon would have a Glimpſe of this 
glorious one, view his Title, and what 
a true Character they give of him, who have 
ſeen him, not face to face, but through a Glaſs 
darkly. Chriſtians, you are invited to ſee this 
King, and Son of rhe higheſt in his Glory, 
Cant, 3.11. Go ye forth, O ye Daughters of 
Zion, and behold Ring Solomon, with the 
Crown wherawith his Mother Crowned him, in the 

day of his Eſpouſals, Chriſt appeared to Joby 
in wonderful Luſtre and Majeſiy, cloarhed 
with a Garment down to rhe ground, girt with 
a golden Girdle, his Head and his Haig, white 
as Snow, his Eyes as a flame of Fire, his 
Countenance as the Sun ſhining in his ſtrength, 


Xr. 1, 13, 14. O what a fair One, what an 


only One, whar an excellent, lovely, rauihing 
One is Chriſt ! Put the beauty ot ten thouſan 
VVorlds of Paradices, -tiky tho. Carden of 
Eden, put all Trees, all Flowers, all Smells, 
all Colours, all Taſts, all Joys, a 1 Sweernels, 
all Lovelineſs in one. O hat a fair excellent 
thing would it. be ; and yet it ſhould be leſs to 
the deafeſt and faireſt beloved, than one dro 


of Rain to the whole Sea, Lakes, Riyers, an 
Founraihs of ten chouſand Fare ſaith a fa- 
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maus Divine). The Church, Who had the 
moſt acquaintance with this King of Glory, af. 
firms, He # altogether lovely, Cant. 5. 10. And 
do you expect his Company and Preſence in 
Heaven, and not prepare ? If a Man be to 
eat with the Ruler, he will make himſelf 
teady. Joſeph ſhaved himſelf, and pur off his 
Priſon-Garments when he was to appear in 
Phzraob's Preſence. Is it fit Swine ſhould come 
into a King's Preſence-Chamber 2 The Maids | 
that went into Abaſuerus were for fix Months 2» 
to be purified with Oil of Myrrh, and fweer 
Odotirs ; Art thou a filthy Swine, or Goat, I 
and durſt come before the King of Glory. 
Hi Wife hath-made her ſelf ready, Rev. 19, 
7, 8. Friend, doſt thou love, and look for 
Chriſt, and Dogg thy ſeif with the thoughts 
of ſeeing of him, and not caſt off thy Sins as 
a menſtrudus Cloth ꝰ Peter expreſſeth his love 
to his Lord, by ptofetſing he was not only +- 
ready to go to Priſon, but to die for his ſake/, 
Luke 22. 33. Was Peter and Paul ready to 
ſuffer and die for Chriſt, and will you nat 
make ready to Live and Reign with Chriſt, in 
Heaven for ever. | | | 


2. Mo. The Red Dragon and Old Se w 
the Devil. That defigns thy Eternal Woe, _ 
makes 4r his main bufinefs ro hinder. chis work, | 
therefore make ready. Tobiah and Sznballat * 
were not ſo huſie ro retard, and hinder te 
Building of Feruſalem and Temple, as the D- 
vil is to hinder thy 0 for Heaven. 
He hath his Devices, his Wiles, his Depths 
and all implyed to impede and  obſtrutt this 

— I + > work, *? 
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work. Here I ſhall endeavour to detect ſome 
of the ſtratagems of this active and malicious 
Adverſary the Devil. N 


Queſt. How deth Satan hinder thi World 


Anſw. By ſuggeſting delays, and purtin off 
our Duty: and to this end he will perſwade, 


. 1, Though it may and muſt be done, it i 
roo ſoon, another ſeaſon is better then the 
preſent time. | | 
2. That there is no life ſo ſweet as a life of 
Sin and Senſuality. | | 
3. That preparation for Heaven is a ſhort 
and eaſie work, and may be done hereafter, ot 
when we will. Sinner, if thou doſt think it 
eaſie to Repent, believe, and change thy heart, 
and ſecure Heaven at any time. Let me ask 
canſt make another World, and keep 
the whole Laws : Canſt Raiſe the Dead, or 
Live here for ever? Thou mayſt do one as well 
as the other. 48 Tos 
2. By withdrawing Men from the uſe of pow- 
erful and awaking means, in which they. 
may meet with Chrift, and be converted. 
2. By repreſenting the difficulry and impoſ- 
ſibility of a ſtrict and pious Life. To infinu- 
ate and faſten this Temptation, the Devil will 
make men beli ve we 
1. That there is no abſolute neceſſity of ſuch 
preciſeneſs. . _ Tx. 


— 
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2. That 
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2. That men may live ill, and die well. Goin 
the * to Hell, and come to Heaven. \ 

3. Thar no man can live ſuch a life, if ts, 
tis a ſad 1 life, and no way eligible, or 
to be choſen. * 

4. By raiſing prejudice and evil thoughts in 
mens minds againſt the Preachers and Profeſſors 
of the Goſpel: ſuch as theſe: 

1. That the beſt are not ſo good towards 
God, as they ſeem to the World, but falſe and 
counterfeit. | | 

2. That they fin in ſecret, and in corners, 
though nor openly, and in the face of the Sun: 
and becauſe of the groſſer faults, and miſcar- 
riage of ſome, and the weakneſſes, infirmities, 
and paſſions of others, they will think well of 
none. Here note, tis a curſed*defign of Hell, 4 
to put bad men upon the profeſſion of Reli- WO 
gion on purpoſe - to diſgrace ir, and render it : 
odious to the World. 3 nSs Pg 

5. By abuſing and miſapplying the Doctrine 
of Election and Predeſtination, ſo as to infer 
and draw from it, wild and deſperate concluſi- 9 
ons. | _ _- 

6. By ſuggeſting to poor deſponding Souls 
that rhe day of Grace, and time of Preparati- A 
on for Heaven is over. a $47 

7. By corrupting and poiſoning men's Judg- 

ments with Heretical and Damnable Opinions 
and Principles. There's any a Man's Head 
hath brought him to Hell. To Inſtance, .. 
1. Thar Scriprure is not of Divine Authori- 
ty; That the World was from Eternity; That 
Religion is a meer Fiction; That Regenera- 
tion, Faich, Repentance, Communion with» | 
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4 Chriſt: is bur moral vertue; That Men may 

'« be ſaved of any Religion; That Hell is 2 

Bug- bear, and Heaven a Fools-paradice. But 

let God's Word be True, and every Blaſphe. 
mera Liar. | 

8. By calming and quieting Mens Conſci. 

ences with an outſide and carhal Religion, and 


ood {es. * 

Y > By propoſing falle Grounds and Eviden. 
ces for Heaven, viz. That Conviction, and 
legal [Terror is Converſion, that an Honeſt, 
Civil, Sober life, withour Chriſt and Faith in 

him, will bring men to Heaven. Theſe are 
the Fig- leaves men ſew together, who walk 
in the ſparks and light of their own Fire, 
I. 50. 

10. By ſuggeſting the numberleſs number 
of non-Profeſſors, and theſe many of them 
Honourable, Rich, learned, Wiſe men, ng 
that it will be of a dangerous conſequen 
openly to own and practiſe Religion, and there- 

fore they cannot prepare for Chriſt, and pur- 
chaſe Heaven ay ſo dear a rate. Sinner, let 

me tell thee, whatever Satan doth make thee 
believe, chou haſt no cauſe to rake a minutes 
reſt; - while unready. 


3. . Mo. There àre multitudes of careleſs Souls 
{ as de have heard) aſleep and ſecure, who 
will be ſadly difappointed » Tremble leſt it 
ſhould be your caſe. Moe to them that are at 
reſt in Zion. Carnal Security, -rifing from 
_ . fclf-ignorance, ſclf-righteouſneſs, and hope of 
future repentance, is a ſecret Enemy, like an 
impaſtume, never manifeſting ir ſelf, but when 
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immediately killing. In the great Houſe of 
God the Church, are not —7 Veſſels of 


Gold, but of Wood, Earth Stone, ſome 
to Henour and ſome to ito 


2 Tim. 20. 
There are who have- nor the title or name 
of Virgins, much leſs the nature. Some have 
not ſo much love to Chriſt and his Goſpel 
as to profeſs it. They loath to be in com- 
pany with the ſincere Saints of Chriſt, nei- 
ther will they take any pains for their im- 
mortal ſouls, but wholly neglect the per- 
forming of thoſe duties, and gaining rhoſe 
Graces neceſſary for preparation, The Chil- 
dren of the Great Eng, and Favourites of 
Heaven do make ready: let this be as 4 
goad in your ſide to provoke and quicken 
you, The Veſſels of the Toni for ſacred 
ule, were pure polliſhed Veſſels: Chriſti- 
ans, you are deſigned to ſtand in God's 
Preſence, ro ſee his Fate, and lodge in his 
Boſom to Eternity: therefore you muſt not 
love and follow whom you pleaſe, The 
Kings Daughter s Glorious within, 4 her 
Cloathing M of wrought Gold, ſhe ſhall be 
brought to the King in Rayment of Needle- 
her | and the Virgins her Companions foll:w 
ber, Pſal. 45. 13, 14. Sons and Daughters 
muſt be received, when Doggs and Swine 
are ſhur out. Hagar and Iſbmael are turned 


our, Sarah and Iſaac ſtay in the Family. 


Now, ſenſual, ſecure ſinner, whoſe example 
wilt thou follow ? the Devil's Herd, or rhote 
inſtances and patterns of Piery that make 
ready, -1 Coy, 11.1, Phil, 3.17. Great 

| E Alexander 
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Alexander being asked, Whether he would ex- 
erciſe himſelf in the Olympian Games ? An- 
ſwered, Tea, if I may run with Kings. The 
Saints of the gpoſt High are Honourable 
Perſons, and prepa® and run with them 
for this Crown and Kingdom. Here the 
Race, above ij the Crown, ſaid Ignatius the 
Martyr. Run am get the Prize, ſaid Mr, 
Bradford, to his Fellow. ſufferers. 


Mo. * Think upon the preſent, ſuture, 
and unſpeakable advantage of Preparation 
for Heaven; get an aſſurance of going in 
with Chriſt to eternal Fellowſhip, and you 
need not fear. No Man or Woman can pol. 
fibly get above the dread of Death and.Hell, 
without a. well-grounded hope of Heaven, 
The thoughts of a ſick-bed, and death, the 
laſt Enemy, will be a ftab ro the Soul un- 
ready. What tremblings and ſhiverings of 
heart, and perturbation of Spirit, doth the 
thoughts of che Chambers, of Death cauſe, 
till man can ſay, tis better for him to die 
then to live. When a Man can reflect upon 
the Grace and Image of God in him, and 
ſees his Title to Heaven clear, it will pre- 
vent Armies of Fear, and Legions of Doubts. 
Now tis no more for me to die than to cloſe 
mine Eyes, ſaid a Godly Miniſter, When a 
man carries his Evidences for Heaven in his 
heart and hand, he will be chearful, and 
content with a ſmall pittance of the VVorld. 
A holy poor VVoman, whoſe Fare Was of- 
ten bur bread and water, ſaid, She would not 
| change 
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R 
change her condition for the ęgreateſt Lady in 
the Land, Mr. Fordan of Exeter, (to excite 
his Neighbours to make ſure for Heaven) 
was wont to ſay, Brown Bread and Kennel- 
water was good Fare with an aſſurance of Hea- 
ven, When a Chriſtian conſiders what he 
hath is by Covenant with Chriſt, and be ir 
more or leſs, 'tis for his good, and. beſt for 
him: How refreſhing and comfortable is a 
little? I might have been wealthy and wick⸗- 

ed, and eat the Fat, drink the Sweet, and 

enjoy many outward Comforts, and no 

Chriſt: I might have had a Farm, a Manor, 

Rich Apparel, delicate Fare, many Servants 

and Attendants, but Sins, Snares, and the 

Curſe of God on all, and at laſt have gone 

o Hell. Moreover, the Aſſurance of going 

0 with Chriſt will deaden the heart to the | 
World, and make a man willing to leave all F 
for Chriſt ; yea, it will reconcile a godly 

man to the ſharpeſt Providences, and ſeve- 

reſt ſtroke of God's hand, Ir will make a 4 
Chriſtian ſuffer willingly, and bear the Croſs *2 
patiently and comfortably. When that great --4 
Sufferer look'd up to his exceeding, eternal 

weight of Glory, his afflictions ſeemed light. 

The hope of Heaven will lighten and ſweet- 

en any Affliction, Heb. 10. 34. Latimer re- 

joyced when his Biſhoprick was taken from 

him; Dr. Taylor leapt for joy when going 

to be Burned; If you leſſen or abate any thin 

of my Sufferings, ( {aid the Martyr) it will be 

to my loſs, At Stratford- Bowe were Burned; 

in Queen Mary's days, at one Stake, a lame. 

| | E 2 | man 
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man and a blind man. The lame man, after 
he was chained, caſt away his Crutch, bad 
the blind man, Be of good comfort, for Death 
would heal them both; ſo they patiently ſuf. 
fered with a calm and ſedate mind. Again, 
Preparation for Heaven will make a man go 
finging in the way of the Lord, and cauſe 
our duties to flow from us like water from 
2 Fountain; and Free-will- Offerings are al- 
ways beſt and moſt grateful to God. In 
fine, due Preparation for going in with 
_ Chrift, will be an effectual means to pre- 
vent that active adverſary the Devil, who 
improves all opportunities and advantages 
againſt Gods poor People, eſpecially their 
weakneſſes, when they are brought low in 
Body and Mind roo. "Tis ſaid of the natu- 
ral nt. Non niſi moriens in longam 2 
eitur, he is never at his full length till dying. 
When a godly man is dying, the old Serpent 
 ſhews himſelf, lets out his Sting, but an aſſu- 

ſurance of God's favour will quench his fie- 
ty darts. | 


5. Me. Chrift's long abſcene, God's un- 
wearied patience, and all the calls, threat- 
nings, warnings and alarms of the word are, 
that men ſhould make ready for him, and 
eſcape the wrath that is to come, Why are 
Means and Miniſters continued, and the of- 
fers of Grace by the Goſpel renewed, bur to 
bring Souls over unto Chrift, and fate to 
Heaven ? He ſent forth other Servants. Mat. 
25 The firſt in che morning, others = 1 
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Exth, nim and eleventh hour. Why is the 
Cry at midnight, but to raiſe and ronze up the 
Neepier Virgins to make Ready? There are 
four Cries God makes ule on, to ftartle 
2 awaken men to mind their ſouls buſi- 
neſs. 

1. The firſt is, the cry or voice of the 
Spirit, which is a more ſecret and ſtill voice 
to excite us unto our duty. The Holy 
Ghoſt ſaith, To day, The Spirit ſaith, Come, 
Rev. ult, x 

2. There is the cry of the Word, This 
is as the Voice of the Trumpet, Iſa. 58. 1. Foln 
the Baptiſt was a Crier, Go and Cry in the 
Ears of Jeruſalem, ſaid the Lord, Jer. 
2. 2. nh 

3. -There's the Cry of the Rod. The 
Ly Voice cried unto the City, Samaria, 
Hef. | 


4. There is alſo the Cry of Conſcienee/ 


All which ſerve to prompt us ro our Dury 
and prepare us for Eternity. Chriſt had 
kindled the Fite u the Earth, and burnt 


it, and ſer up his Tribunal, and ſounded the 
Judgment long before, but that 
he undone Sinners, 2 Pet. 


Trumpet o 

he is willing to 
3. 9. H long-ſuffering to u-ward, i not 
willing that any ſhould Periſb, but that al 
ſceulx come to Repantance. ne 


| Mira ſponſt penitentie tempus eft. 


The delay of the Bridegroom, is the 


time of Repentance. There is not a Sab- 
* E. 3, bath- 
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bath-day, nor a Sacrament-day, nor a Ser- 
mon-day after the Judgment-day, Now 
God warns by his Judgments, waits ro be 
Gracious, calls by his Miniſters, ſtrives by 
his Spirit: and you may be welcome to him. 
And upon your Repentance, and cloſing 
with Chriſt. you ſhall be Juſtified, Pardon- 
ed, Accepted, and raken into the Marriage, 
and Crowned : Bur ftay a lutle longer, and 
the Door is ſhut, and then all yo Prayers, 
Cries, Tears, will be Fruitleſs. O Sinner, 
ariſe, make haſte and return to the Lord be- 
tore it be too late. | 


No. 6. Chriſt's coming will be certain, 
and you know not how ſoon, his Word is 
(ure. The ungodly Carrfll World will be 
{ſwallowed up, and drowned in Senſuality 
before that day, as it was in the days of 
Noah, and many Profeſſors will be careleſs 
and fecure : The Lord j not flack concerning 
bi; Promiſe. The promiſe to Adam of the 
Seed of the Woman, was many hundred 
years before Chriſt's Incarnation, who in 
the fulneſs of time came. Tis now more 
than, ſix hundred years fince his going in 
TriQuph from Earth to Heaven : And tho 
he ſeemerh long or late before he comes, he 
will certainly come at laſt, | 


Queſt. But to whom goth the coming of the 
Lord ſeem long ? a 


1 
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Anſw. 1. Chriſt's coming ſeems long to 

Atheiſtical Mockers, who ſay, Were 7s, the 

Promiſe of his coming ? 2 Pet. 3. 3, 4. : 

2. To his ſuffering Members, Their 

cry to Vindictive Juſtice is, Lord, how long ? 

Pial. 94. 3, Rev. 6.10; If theſe days of 

Sin and Miſery ſhould not be ſhortned; no 

Fleſh could be ſaved. RT 2. 

3. Chriſts coming is long to paſſionate 
Lovers, who prize his Preſence, and long to 
ice his Perſon: Haſte, my Belcved, ſaid the 
ſonging Spouſe, But count upon it, he will 
not fail in coming. Tis the great Article of 
our Creed, That Chriſt ſhall. come to Judge 
the Quick and the Dead. Moreover, he told 

his render hearted, and dearly beloved Diſ- 
ciples, (who wefe (ad at the ridings of his 
going from them) l&would come and ſee. 
them again, And he hath, according to his 

Promiſe, ever fince ſent another to ſupply 

his Room, to teach, refreſh and comfort 

- them until he comes, and to keep the preſent 

memory of him in their minds. He harki 

alſo once and again preſented himſelf ro the 
view of his ſuffering Saints, as ready to 
come and avenge their cauſe for them, As 

7. 55 Rev. 1.13.18, And he hath often 

mer them in his Ordinances, and: holy a 

ys; as an anſwer of their holy 
rayers; He is come, ay the Martyr ; ma- 

ny a token of his love, comfortable con- 
verſe, and ſweet meeting with Chriſt his 

Church hath had already, all which aſſures 

and tells us, that he will be with us in a lit- 
| | E 4 de 
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Ake King makes the Court. 


ö 
ile time. He that ſhall come wilt come, and wil 
wot tarry, Heb. 10. A 


a. Queſt. But how will he come? and'why 
wil he come? | 


Arſe, Firſt, He will come Perſonally. 
Secondly, He will come with Perſpi- 
cuitv. 
Thirdly, He will come with Power and 
Inſinite Majeſty. N 

Fourthly, He will come ſuddenly and un- 
expectedly, . 

1. Chriſtians, your dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
will come Perſonally, He will not only 
employ and ſend forth his glorious Arten- 
dants. their Miniftring Spirits the Angels, 
bur come himſelf: He longed to come to 
hs Croſs to redeem us from Hell, he muſt 
reeds love to appear with his Crown to fetch 
us to Heaven, I. will come unto you, &c. It 
will be ſaid unto you, to the comfort and 
raviſhment of your Souls, Behold, the Bride- 
ocm cometh, go ye forth to meet him, The 
me that Suffczxed and Aſcended for you,ſhall 
appear the ſeeond time without Sin unto Sal- 
vation. John 14. 3. AAs 1. 11. Heb. 9. 
28. Chriſt's Perſcn laid up in Heaven is our 
Hope, Col. 1. 4. Take Perſon of the 

Mediator out of the Holy Scripture, and tis 
a Cabinet without a Jewel. Take the Sun 
out of the Firmament, and it is à dark 
Curtain. Chriſt is all, and in all; and 
what is Heaven if Chriſt were not Lag | 
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Secondly,Chrift will come with wonderful 
and amazing Perſpicuity; and to the view 
of the whole World at once. There were 
but few that ſaw him in the Manger, not ma- 
ny ſaw him in the Garden, in his Agony and 
Bloody ſweat; or on the Croſs between two. 
Thieves, with his hands nailed, and his fide- 
pierced ; bur when he comes again, every 
eye ſhall ſee him. Men ſhall nor ſay (as 
now) Lo, here x Chriſt, or lo, there i ne 
for as the Lightning that cometh cut of the 
Eaſt, and ſhin:th to the Weſt, ſo ſhall the 
coming of Sen cf Man he, Mar. 24. 27. 
Note, Chrift is called the Son of Man, for 
he hath his Humane Nature ſtill: I am he 


that was dead, and am now alive, and I live 


for evermore ; and though few in compari- 
ſon were Spectators, of him at his Crueifixi- 
on and Aſcenſion, when he ſhall be on the: 
Throne all ſhall behold him, Rev.. 1. 7. Be- 
hold, he cometh with Clouds, and every eye ſhall 
fee him, and they alſo which pierced him: And 
all Kinreds of the Earth ſhall wail becauſe of 
him: even ſo. Amen. Chriſt's appearance 
will be a ſad fight to two ſorts of men: 
1. To thoſe who do not believe in is. 
Perſon, | 3 
2. To his bold and audacious Adverſaries, 
that violate his Commands, and oppoſe his 
Regal Authority, Bring forth theſe mine E- 
nemies, and ſlay them before me. 


Thirdly, Chriſt will come with Power 
and inſi nise Majeſty, for he hath all Power 
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both in Heaven and in Earth, Matth. 28. 18, 
chap. 24. 30. John 17. 2. His firſt com. 
ing and appearance was mean, as a man, in 
the form of a Servant, as 4 Root out of a dr) 
ground, and his Countenance more marred 
than any man's, Jai. 52. 14. Iſa. 53, 2, 3. 
Therefore they deſpiſed and rejected him, ſpit 
on him, reproached him, Arraigned and Con- 
demned him, Crowned him with Thorns, and 
Crucified him. In the ſtate of Humiliation 
he was attended with poor deſpicable Fiſher- 
men, and a company of weak contemptible 
women, not many wiſe or noble, or of the 
Rulers believed on him. Bur when he ſhall 
appear the ſecond time, twill be with Power 
and great Glory, as a King in Triumph or 
Mighty Monarch; we read. that Agrippa and 
Bernice with great Pomp came to the place 
of Judgment, As 25. 23. So will this 
great Judge, the Man Chriſt Jeſus come, 
when attended with. innumerable company 
f Angels, and ten thouſand of his Saints, 
Matth. 25. 31. When the Son of Man ſhall 

me in his Glery, and all the Holy Angels with 

im, then ſhall he fit upon the Throne of his 
Glory: Jude 14. And Knoch alſo, the Seventh 
from Adam, Propheſied of theſe, ſaying, be- 
rald, the Lord cometh with ten thouſand of his 
Saints, 1 Thel. 4.16, 17. For the Lord him- 
elf ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a ſhout, 
with the Voice of the Arch- Angel, and with the 
Trumpet of God : ani the Dead in Chriſt ſhall 
Riſe. firſt. Then we which are alive, and re- 
main, ſhall be caught up rogether with them in 


. the 
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the Cicuds, to meet the Lord in the Air; and ſo 
ſhall we ever be with the Lord. 

4. He will come ſuddenly, as a Thief in 
the Night. When Men are ſecure, there 
will be a cry at Midnight, Mhen the Son 
of Min cometh, ſhall he find Faith in the 
Earth? few or none will believe his coming, 
is ſo near. Of that day knoweth no Man, but 
my Father only, ſaith Chriſt, Matth. 24. 36: 
Be he therefore ready, for in ſuch an hour as 
you think not, the Son of Man cometh, Mar.. 
24. 44. And if thou art a Carnal World- 
ling, or a formal fleepy pretender to Chriſt, ' 
chou wilrbe undone, undone everlaſtlingly. 


ol 


Queſt; 22 will Chriſt come? 


Anſw. 1. By his Father's Appointment and 
Deſignation, he is ordained Judge of the: 
World. Chriſtian, thy Lord Jeſus is the 
Lord judge. The Father hath committed all 
Fudgment to the Son, John 5. 22. Acts 17. 
31. Becauſe he hath appointed a day in which 
he will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, by: 
that Man whom he hath ordained,whereof be hath, 
given aſſurance u its all men, in that be hath- 
Raiſed him from the Dead God hath highly 
exalted him, viz. above the Grave by his Re- 
ſurrection, above the Earth by his Aſcenſion, ' 
above the Heavens by his Seſſion at the Fa- 
thers Right Hand. He ſhall be ſent of God o 
as Judge: Judgment hath nor been fully Ex- 
ecuted in any one Age of the World, Eccii f. 

2: 16. 558. That of the Old World reſerved - 
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curſed Cham in the Ark. But the laſt Judg- 


ment is called, The Revelation of the Righteous 
Fudgment of God, Rot. 2. 5. * 0 


2. Chriſt's Truth, Faithfulneſs, Affection 
obliges him to come, he cannot falſiſie his 
Word, I will come, ſaith Chriſt, nothing of 
God's Word ever failed, Foſh. 23.4, 14. 
Chritt hath an infinite affection to his little 
Flock in the World: Love and Pity brought 
kim from Heaven to Earth ar firſt, and Love 
will conſtrain him to return; his going hence, 
ot change of place hath made no change in 
_ Chrift's heart. When Lazarus was fick and 
dead, Chriſt muſt come and raiſe him to 
life, becauſe he loved him. So alſo all that 
are dead in the Lord, he will come and Raiſe, 
Believers are Chriſt's Brethren, his Sifter, 
Nis Spouſe, he will come for his own Bride. 
The Bridegrooms departure was not upon a 
Difference, or Divorce, he did not leave his 
Bride with a purpoſe to return no mote. 
When he went to Heaven he left his heart 
dere, and will come to preſent to himſelf a 
Glorious Church. Joſeph was ſent before 

into Egypt, to provide Nr his Fathers Fami- 
, iy before came to him: Jeſus hath. 

made all ready, the Preſence. is 
prepared, therefore the Marriage muſt be 
cenſummate, and the Lamb's Wife put ino 
actual Poſſeſſion of the Everlaſting Kingdom. 
And it is the true Character of Saints to love, 
and defire Chriſt's coming, 2 Em. 4. 8. 
Benceforth there u laid up for me a Crown: of 
 Riphr@uſneſs, which the Lord theRighteows 0 
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ſhall give me at that day, and not to me only, 
but unto them alſo that love his appearing, O 
how often ſhould Chriſtians look to chat 
Princely Palace from whence Chriſt muſt 
come : and ſpeak in the Language of a fin- 
gular Saint: , O faireſt among the Sons of 
Men, why ſtayeſt thou ſo long away? O Hea- 
yen move rime run away, haſten the 
Marriage-day, for Love is tormented with 


delay. | 


3. Again, the Saints full Redemption, 
compleat and ect Salvation will not be 
till chat day. your deareſt and affe- 
ctionate Lord ſhall appear, your joy ſhall 


be full. Here with Paul they complain of = | 
their body of death, and figh, and groan - 


under their burden and bondage. Then 
their cry will be, Redemption, Redemption. 

Laſtly, Chriſt will come for the Convidti- 
on, ave Eternal Confutation of the Devil 


and his Inftruments, who mock at ſerious IF 
Piety, and the Doctrine of Chriſt's comlng. + 
i 


When Chriſt ſhall appear, their mouths will 
be ſtopp'd, and ſhame and contempt will fall 
upon them for ever. Here the Tares and 
. the Wheat, the Sheep and the Goats, the fool- 
im Virgins and the wiſe arg together. 


ſ 


each Generatian ot men, is as a particular 
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Harveſt. This will be a huge, general and ul- 
timate Harveſt; The Haveſt brings all the 
Fruits in the Fie'ds of this World to Ripe- 
neſs and Maturity; bad men will be Ripe 
for Ruin, Saints for Glory. Then the Rea- 
pers, and the Grain-gatherers will come 
forth, and every Proprietor takes to his own, 
Belzebub, and his Helliſh Train will appear, 
that have lain cloſe and covert, and the 
bleſſed Angels will come forth alſo: the 
Reapers are the Angels: The Devil will 
come, glean, and' gather in this Field, and 
take to his own. And God will take to his 
own. The Husbandmen have their Home- 
harveſt, Satan hath his Home, his Houſe, 
his Priſon, and all rhat have the Devils 
mark muſt be haled ro his home: and Gods 

Jewels and choice. Grain muſt be gathered 
and carried to their Fathers Houſe and Gar- 
ner of Glory. God and the Devil will di- 
vide the whole World. O how will the 
Devils roar, cry, and exulr, when they ſhall 


have fo great a crop, viz: ſo many Millions 


1 Hell together. 


of Men and Women, peas will cry Home, 
Home; theſe are mine, and muſt abid e with 
me in my Priſon; then the Devil and his 
Retinue ſhall be ſent down, down, down to 


_ Motive 7. Confider what multitudes of 
Men and Women are goinggdown the ſwift 
Torrent of Time, which emptieth it ſelf in- 
to the Lake and Gulf of Eternity. Secure 
" Soul, open thine Eyes wide, and loek a- 

© broag ro fee how thick Gads deadly r 


1 
flie and do Execution every day. What va« 

rious and mortal Diſeaſes are there in the 
world. Many are ſick, weak, dying, and 
going to their long- home. We are poſting 
daily ro the ſhore of Death and Bars of the 
Pit, and moſt have their faces toward the 
Botromleſs Pit, and place of endleſs Woe.. 
Wretched and ſleepySoul,didſt thou ſtand bur 
one night or day at Hell-gate, and ſee what 
droves of ungodly men the Devils bring in, 
ir would make thine Heart and Fleſh to 
Tremble. And didft thou hear what doleful 
cries and ſhrieks they make as they go down, 
and what cutting Acclamations and Triumphs 
the Damed Spirits make, when the Maſter⸗- 
beaſts, the mighty Monarchs and Governors 
of the World come in, it would be worſe 
than a Fire in thy Bones, or a Sword in thy 
Bowels, Read and dread what the Propher: 
T/aiah ſaith of the King of Babel, Iſa. 14.9, 
10. Hell from beneath n moved for thee at 
40% coming, it ſt irreth up the dead for thee« 
But bleſſed be God ſome few holy reſolved 
Souls for Chriſt and Heaven have eſcaped 


this dreadful danger, and made ready forthe _ ; 


Marriage. Sinner, haſt thou had the ſame 
means and opportunities, and done nothing 3 
Know, thou haſt but a day for it; ſtay till 
the day be ended, and thou art loſt for ever. 
The Servant went out to invite to the Mar- 
riage, told the Gueſts Al things were reach. 
1 have finiſhed abe Work (ſaid Chriſt: to his 
Father) thou gaveſt me to do. All things 
on God's, part, on Chriſts part are ready; 


* 
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Heaven is ready for thee, if Chriſt be form- 
ed in thee, Chriſt is waiting for thee, 
langing for thee, praying for thee, O then 
prepare ſpcedily, Thou haſt ſeen the marks 
and meſſengers of Death in others faces, ex 

thy turn, who may be next in the Town, City, 
Pariſh, or Family carried to the Grave. 


Motive 8. And laſt of all, with fear and 
aſtoniſhment think upon the diſmal and 
dreadful caſe and end of one that lives and 
dies, and goes to Eternity unready. Sinner, 
conſider with what anguiſh, horror and con- 
ſternation of Spirit men go hence, if awake- 
ned and ſenſible of their doleful, damnable 
condition, For a man dying, and at the 
door of Erernity ro look backward, and 
take a view of his curſed, helliſh, courſe 
and practice, and to turn his eyes inward 
upon his Soul, that is a polluted Veſſel, 
without the Oil of Grace; and to ſee no- 
thing bur fin, guilr, and all the beaſtly and 
impure abomination of heart and life, with 
tus ſecret Cloſet-Villanies. And to look up- 
ward to that Chriſt, Heaven and Glory, 
which he hath forfeited by his willful impe- 


niteney, and refuſal of Mercy: And to look 


downward to the Grave where his Body muſt 
rot, and ro thoſe Devils and Reprobates in 
Hell who muſt be his Company and Tor- 
mentors: This is tremendous, unleſs thou 
art like Judas, who beard Chrift ſay, o be 

- 80: that man by whom the So of Man ſhall be 
bertazed, it bad: been better he had never been 
- bow, O who can fee fuch a fight, and ver 


oy a 
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pluck off his Hair, and tear out his very 
Bowels with rage and indignation, and wiſh 
be had never had a being, and a Soul of 
fuch tmneftimable whe, whos muſt die and 
burn for ever. Was not this the condition 
of Francs Spira, and of another who ſaid, 
Sbe 1 down to Hell alive: And it may 
be the of ſome other convinced deſpe- 
rate Soul, whom the Lotd leaves for Terror 
to the fecure World, who be as men hang'd 
« Ing wen ny way to Hell; or as men 
en from the dead, to tell others of the 
vanity and danger of their finful courſes, 
For a man to look on time paſt, and fee 
27 for ever, and look on time preſem 
as juſt come to its period, and his account 
not ready, his Lamp gone out, his ſhort 
Heaven on Earth concluded, his Conſcience 
biring and tearing like a Lion, and ſummonn- 
ing him to the Bar of Juſtice ; his Body dy- 
ing, his Paſſing-Bell Tolling, Curtains drawn, 
Phy fGrians and Friends taking their leaves of 
him, Sermons, Counſels, Miniftry, and all 
means of doing good to Soul or Body ended: 
The Vaulr Tomb or Grave ready to be 
opened to receive the filthy Carkaſs. Ihe 
damned Devils waiting, gaping to receive 
and carry the Soul down to the dark Dunge- 
on, and fiery Lake. And never to have any 
other Company or comforts but wicked De- 
vils, and they inſulting over thee everlaſting- 
ly with belli Spire, and ſtinging exproba- 
tion, for neglecting of ſo great Salvation all 
thy life long, and loſing Heaven for _ 
a: 


_ 
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thee, or a thing ind 
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baſe Luſt, Pride and Vanity. O' the hor. 
hor ! | | 


Look alſo to Doomſday, and rhere they 
ſee and hear the Earth burning, the Elements 
melting, Stars falling, the Trumpet Tound- 
ing, Dead rifing, Kings and Caprains bond 
and tree, crying out, O Rocks fall on us, O 


Fire burn us, O Water drown us, O wild 


Beaſts devour us, O Graves cover and hide 
us from the Wrath of Him, whoſe Blood and 
Bowels we have flighred, Will not this 


awaken ? | | 


Sinner, is it ſo? O then come, now Chriſt 
calls, and do not caſt away mercy, and 


\, make thy ſelf miſerable. Refuſe Chriſt and 


his Grace, and whilſt thou liveſt thou art a 


curſed Creature, and when thou dieſt thou 


ſhalr be a damned Creature. 25 5 
- « Whar ſay'ſt thou to this, thou Time. loſing 
and Chriſt- rejecting Wrerch ? Is there ano- 
ther World, or is there not? Haſt thou a 
Soul, or no Soul? Is there a bleſſed Life of 
Communion and Fellowſhip with Chrift or 
no?- Is it worth the ſeeking after and pray- 
ing for, or no? Wilt thow reſolvedly ſer a- 
bout the Work of preparing, and not give 
oyer till thou art 2 Chriſt, or wilt thou 


fair ſtill and do nothing? And leave thine eter- 


nal Condition at uncertainties ? Is it a trifle to 
Forent whether thou had 
a Chriſt, or no Chriſt? A Heaven, or no 
Heaven? Whether thou haſt an eternal Feli- 
iry above, or eternal Flames below.? 1 | 
| | l 0 W ; 
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DRE 
will thy Spirit fail, and thy Heart recoil ar 
the ſight and appearance of Eternity)? 
But if this be a Scarecrow, or ſome invent- 
ed Fable, or Dxęam of a melancholly Fancy. 
Come Sinner, Let us go down to Tophet, chat 
is, in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, and 
look into the Chambers of Darkneſs, and 
lay thine Ear to the Door of thine infernal 
Priſon ; and hear what they ſay, whoſe do- 
lorous Cries and Jatting Complaints are 
enough to rend the hardeſt Rocks. With one 
Voice they roar out and ſay, What we ſee 
and ſuffer is the woeful and bitter Fruit and 
effect of the ſweet Pleaſures of Sin when we 
were in the World. This is the Fire in our 
Boſom, and hot Coals that burn us. If the 


Spirits in Priſon, and damned in Hell ſhall _, a 


tell thee, hear what they ſay in their ſeveral 
Complaints, how they cry out of the princi- 
pal and inſtrumental Cauſes of their Dam- 
nation, h - * . | 

1. My neglect of glorious Goſpel-Grace, 
ſighting and rejecting Salvation offered in 
Chrift, and putting of Repentance, hath un- 
done my Soul. Chriſt called and. knocked 
at the Door of my Heart often, but I would 
not open to him; now he hath ſhut the gate 
of Mercy on me for ever. 3 

2. My. Worldlineſy Covetouſneſs, Earth- 
!y-mindedneſs ; I was mad upon the World, 
this is my woe and utter undoing, — 
3. My Curſing, Swearing, Lying, Blaſ- 
hemy, Perjury ; falſe VVirneſs damn'd my 
oul, Zech. 5. 4. ; 


Ry 4. My 
, a | / 
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4. My Frowardneſs, Paſſion, Ambition, 
Pride and Haughtineſe, ſent me to Hell. 

5. My Uunfruirfu'neſs, Barrenneſs, In. 
profirableneſs under the means of Grace was 
my Deſtruction. | | 

6. My indu'ging the Fleſh in Drunken- 
nels, Gluttonny, Wantonneſs, Uncleannels, 
ruin d me. This was the Dart that went 
throngh my Liver. | 

7. My Uncharitableneſs, Hatred, Back- 
biring, Malige, Envy, Revenge, brought me 
to Hell. 

8. Murder, Theft, falſe Weigkis ana 
Meaſures, cczening Widows, Orphans, eat- 
ing the Bread of Wickednefs, and drinking 
the Wine of Violence was my Damnation. 
Murder is a Sin that always blieeds afreſh in 
the Eyes of God. 

9. My Stubbornneſs, Wilfulneſs, Diſobe- 
dience ro my Parents, not hearkning ro their 
Ccunſels, Admonitions, Reproofs, cauſed 
ms ie Dot ſnefs, Injuſtice, Bri 

o. My Unrigtteonſnefs, Injuſtice, Bri- 
bery, Ufury, _ Oppreiion, Extortion, de- 
ſtroyed my Soul. 

11, My enticing infections Companions in 

Sin, and ſecret Night-wickedneſs, was my 
ruin, 
12, The ill Example of my Tutor, Schoo!- 
maſter, Miniſter. Landlord, whom I feared 
and followed for ſome baſe ends, was my 
undoing. f 1 

13. Spending my precious Time in vain, 
childiſh Sports, as Hawking, Hunting, Card- 
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ing, Dicing, Play-honſes, when I ſhould 
2 * Reading, Praying, was fatal to 
my Soul. g 

1 My irreligious, fooliſh, fond, wicked 
Parents, who delighted in trimming and 
adorning my Body, and took no care of 
my Soul, but let me have my will, and did 
nor reſtrain me, inſtruct and catechiſe me, 
were my Deſtroyers. 

15. My marrying and living in ſuch a Fa- 
mily, where was no Religion, my being of 
ſuch a Calling, where were ſo many Snares 
and Temptations, and my Friends ſending 
me for the Gain of the Word beyond the 
Seas, where T had nor the means of Salya- 
tion, but Wickedneſs and Debauchery wink- 
ed at, laid the Foundation of my Damna« 
tion. | 
16. My Knowledge, Learning, Parts, (my 
Head being better than my Heart) lifred. me 
up, made me forget God, was the Trap and 
Gin by which the Devil caught my Soul, 

17. My Idleneſs, Sloath, Sabbath-break- 
ng, and neglecting the moſt weighry Du- 
ties, was my rain, If I had been as ſe- 
tious and diligent in Duties, as often under 
the Ordinances, and on my Knees, as my 
Wife or Husband, uy Child or Servant, 1 
might Fave been ſaved; _ 8 

18. My Greatneſs and 6 in the 
A World, as Honour, Offices, Riches, were 
Iny ruin; if I had been poor, I ſhould have 
ninded Heaven. | 


19. My 
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19. My . erroneous Head and deluded 
Heart, my Hereſje and diſtractive Opinions 
caſt me down to Hell. We have a uſeful 
Book, called, The Book of Martyrs, and it 
a Collection were. made of the horrid and 
progy ious Opinions now in England, it may 
called, A Book of Monſters, Polycarpus 
called Marcion, the Heretick, The firſt born 
of the Devil. 


> +> 


Novi te eſſe Primogenitum Satane. 


20. My Cowardiſe, carnal Compliance, 
Back- ſliding, being willing to ſave my Stake, 
hath debauched my 2 and undone 
ys 2 

21. My truſting to Lamps, common 
Grace, Security, Preſumption, Self. righte- 
ouſneſs, Secret Hypocriſie, brought me to 
this Place of burning. W 

O what Fools, and how mad were we, 
who were often told of rheſe Things, and 
this curſed Place, and would take no warn- 
ing! O, what a doleful Priſon is this! Here 
we be always dying, and neyer dead. Here 
are the Chains of Darkneſs and no Light. 
Here is the Biting, worm of Conſcience. 
Here are ſcorching and deyouring Flames. | 

Here be all the damned Pevils, and is iz for 
eyer, for ever? Is there no hope of mercy, 
and deliverance? Are all theſe Yellings, | 
piercing Cries, Groans, Tears, to no pur- 
ſe? Who but we in Hell that drink of the | 
rath of the Almighry, know the Power = 
by is 


enn 
his Anger. O what a fearful and prievous 
thing it 15, to fall into the hands of the livin 
God! Heb. 10. 31. Neh. 1. 6. Who can ſtand 
before his Indignation? who can abide the 
fierceneſs of his” anger > Poor periſhing Soul, 
is ir nothing to be ſeparated from God, and 
to be a Fire-brand of Hell for ever? O what 
a miſery 1s it, that you can make nothing of 
this, nor fear it, till you ſee ir and feel it! 

What if thou ſhould'{t be, deprived of all 


thy Senſes and Faculties: Suppoſe thou 


ſnould'ſt be ftruck Deaf, and never hear 
more; Dumb, and never ſpeak more; Blind, 
and never fee more; Lame, and never go 
more; looſe thy Palat, and never taſte more? 
What if thou ſhould'ft be deprived of all thy 
Comforts, how could'ſt thou bear ir ? 

If thou ſhould ſt ngver ſee the Light of the 
Sun, Moon, and Stars more, ang never ſee 
Father, Mother, Wife, Children, and thy 
own Land more, or never wear Cloaths, 
put on thine Ornaments, or eat Bread more, 
would it not ſadden thine Heart? 

If the Sun ſhould go down in England, 
and never ſhine more; if there ſhould never 
be a Seed-rime, . nor Harveſt more, what a 
Woe with a witneſs would this be, and pierce 
a Heart of Flint? What crying would there 
be to God to command the Sun to appear 
and ſhine again? C 4 
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Bur O what a miſery is it to be ſhur out ; 


from God, In whoſe Preſence is fulneſs of Foy, 


and Pleaſures for evermore! Sinner, wilt thou: "il 
ay, Soul, rake thine eaſe, and be merry, ⁴ 
BE. — . f when 
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when the Wratu and Vengeance of God 
hangs over thy Head, ready to be poured our 
upon thee; yea, when there is nothing but 


a little Breath between thee, and endleſs, 


caſeleſs and remedileſs miſery. 

Friend, thou can ſt bear the hearing, read - 
ing and diſcourſe of Hell and Doomſday, 
and be no more frighted then to look upon a 
dead Lion, or a painted Fire, but what will 
the thing it ſelf be? Can thine heart endure, 
or thine hands be ſtrong, in the day that I ſhall 


contend with thee 2 ſaith the Lord, Ezek. 22. 


14. 

If rhe giving of the Law, with Thendrings, 
Lighting and Tempeſt, made Moſes and all 
1/rael tremble, O what will the ſtrict Exe- 
cution, and inflifting the utmoſt Penalty of 
the Law upon Soul and Body for ever be. 

If Chriſt, the Babe of Be⸗hlehem, was ter- 
rible in the Manger to Herod and all Feruſa- 
lem, what will his Bar and Throne of Ju- 


ſtice be. 
Baniſhment out of England 


Is a 
as terrible ro ſome Malefactors as Death; 


and doſt thou think ir (O careleſs Soul) no 


8 matter to be baniſh'd erernally from 
-hnift 2 Abſalom would rather die than to 
loſe the favour and preſence of his Father 
David; you can hear, the Sentence will be 
Depart, and take no notice of it; but when 
chere ſhall be a general Conflagration of all 
Things, and the Earth, Heaven, Sea in a 


Flame. And the Lord Judge ſhall defcend 


from Heaven with a ſhout, with the Yoo 
5 f — | o 
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ff the Arch-Angel and the Trumpet of God, 
nd the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe, and the liy. 
ng be caught up ro meer the Lord in the Air, 
vho ſhall be owned, and honoured of Chriſt in 
he Face of the whole World, and ſhall go in 
vith Chriſt. Then a ſeparation from Chrift 
vill be ſomething: To ſee all the Ele& of 
od come from the Eaſt, and from the Mſt, 
and from the Nayth, and from the South, And 
fir down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob, in 
the Kingdom of Heaven, and your ſelves ſhur 
ur. Can you bear ſuch a fight. 

O that you would believers, and think of 
it befare the day be ended, and the gate of 
mercy ſhur. Go home and proſt rate thy ſelf 
before the Lord, that he will make you ready 
to go in with Chrift ; and if this mighty work 
be done upon thine Heart, O ſtand, and won- 
der at the infinite love of God, and do as 
Chriſt bid the man, our of whom he had caft 
the nnclean Spirit: Go home to thine Houſe, 
and tell how great things the Lord hath done 
for rhee, Mark 5. 9. 


'SE CT. IX. 


Means and Directions to make ready to go in with 
Cbriſt to the Marriage. 


Direct. 1. Look as for thy life, that thy be- 
zinning in Religion be right: Then are thoſe 
deginnings hopeful, when the Spirit of God in 
the Miniſtry of the Word, or any other means 
of grace works upon us, ſo that we be ſure to 
ay a good Foundation - firſt. An exror 205 | 
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the Threſhold of the Houſe, or firſt ſetting ou 
in the profeſſion and practiſe of Religion 3 
very dangerous, like a defect in the Found. 
tion, that threatens the fall of the whole Fa. 
brick, like a leak in a Ship that endangers the 
Ship and Men too; or like a flaw in a man; 
Deed, that threatens the loſs of the whole 
Eſtate, There will be a beginning and an 
end alike, when Grace 1s radicated, and the 
operation of the Spirit enters deep into the 
Soul: Whereas a Child miſhapen in the 
womb, is ever afterwards a monſter, 

Queſt. But when i it right? ; 
Ayſw. This right beginning may include 
three things, according to which compare and 
try your ſelves: | | 

1, A clear conviction of fin, with an in- 
ward converſion to God. 

2. A moſt deliberate, joyful, and cordial 
Reception of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And that 
upon ſuch terms as the Goſpel propounds him 

unto us, viz, with all his Commands in his 
Perſon and Offices. 

3. An hearty, total and unreſerved reſigna 
tion, and dedication of a man's ſ{eif to God 
with an abhorrency of fin, and a conſtant re 
ſolution to love God, and to live to him foi 
ever, Acts 2. 37, 38. Chron. 26. 18. Luk 
19.6. : Kc 36. 13. .. 
2 Cor. 4. 8, What St. Pay! that great Apo 
{tle preach d, we muſt practice, or no prepa4 
ration to go in with Chriſt. Repentance is one 
of the principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt, and 
ratieda Foundation, Heb. 6. Soul, Thou muſt 
know the Plague of thy Heart, and be ſenſible 
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pf thine own Iniquiry, and look upon him whom 
hon haſt pierced, and fir alone, and keep fi- 
ent, and put thy mouth in the duſt, and 
mourn like the Doves of the Valley, or no 
hopes of Heaven. Moreover, this is not a 
work for one day only, but upon every parti- 
cular failing, you muſt renew your Repen- 
tance, and make the Sword of godly. ſorrow 
to go down deep into thy Soul: When thou 
haſt fallen, think with thy ſelf, I have done 
that now which will make me guilty of the 
whole Law, and enough ro caſt me out of 
God's favour for ever: Therefore open the - 
Fore, make confeſſion and give Glory to God; 
and run to thy Advocate to make Peace and 
procure thy Pardon. ; 

They are all pardoned Penitents, who are 
prepared to go in with Chriſt. | 


Direct. 2, Would you be ready to go in 
with Chriſt, cat of all Incumbrances, and 
make haſt in your way to Heaven: Heaven 
a glorious Crown, we muſt ſtrip and ſtrain, 
Jun and win it: How ean a man run with a 
Burthen on his Shoulders, and Fetters on his 
Feet? The Snail is very flow in his motion, 
who carries his Houſe on his Back ; Chriſtian, 
get the Bolts off thy Hands, and Fetters off thy 
Feer, Caſt our the lading, lighten the Veſſel 
of thy Soul, and prevent the Shipwrack, The 
burthen of worldly cares, are limetwigs to our 

wings and affections, and (which ſticks to us 
as Pitch and Tar to the ſides of rhe Ship) are 
the bane of many a Soul, The glirtering 
things of the world mw ſparkle in our —_ 
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and attract our hearts, are but like rotten 
wood or Glow-worms, which ſhine in the dark: 
Set not thine hart upon the Aſſes, laid Samuel to 
Saul; regard not your Stuff, {aid Foſeph to his 
Brethren. 

- Chriſtians, you are going to Mount Zion, 
value not your moveables. We may carry the 
World, and the pleafing objects of ir, our 
Children and Relations in our hands, bur not 
in our hearts. All outward comforts are bur 
like Flowers that will wither in our hands, or 
like dead water which will ſoon putrifie. They 
are Thorns and Snares to very many, . | 


. Licitys primus omnes. 


The World kept the Young Man out of 
Heaven, who could (as he thought) eaſier 
keep the whole Law, then part with his Riches, 
He was ſad, tis ſaid, why ſo? he had. his E- 
ſtate, but he would have had the World, and 
Chriſt too; thouſands loſe Chriſt and Heaven 
ro gain the Earth : How dorh the love of the 
World creep into our hearts, where there can 
be bur litrle room for God aud Grace? 

Chriſtians, ſtartle ar groſs and ſcandalous 
Sins, that look with a black and ugly aſpect, 
as Murther, Adultery, Damning, Swearing, 
Theft: bur the World may be welcome, tho 


the immoderate love of the World is as con- 


trary and inconſiſtent with Grace as the fore- 
mentioned fins, Other fins walk naked, this 


muſt have a covering, a Cloak of Coyeroul- } 


. nels. . 
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Love not the World, keep your hearts above; 
tis below a Chriſtian to love the World, who 
hath better objects for his Love. Adonijah muſt 
not Sit on Solomons Throne: Tis not for 
Lions and Maſter-Beaſts to prey on Mice, nor 
for Eagles to catch at Flies. The Sons of 
Princes muſt not live like Beggars and mean 
Perſons. 

Chriſtian, do not wring thy Hands, nor 
hang thy Wings, though Creature-Comforts 
withdraw from thee: when there is no water 
in the Ciſtern, there is enough in the Fountain. 
In my Fathers Houſe u Bread enough, ſaid the 
the Prodigal Son. Cæſar was wont to ſay, Ce- 
ritate Ceſarem eſſe, think thou art Ceſar : 
Horſes can trample upon Pearls and Mines of 
Gold, Birds mute upon Princes Palaces, and 
fall we fer up this Clay-Idol of Baſtards in 
our hearts, and not the Inheritance of Sons 
(as one calls the Worid.) Hear what God ſaid 
to Baruch, Seckeſt thou great things, ſeek them 
wot, Jer. 45. 5. | 

Chriſtian, Heaven is thy home, the World 
is but thy Inn; though a man hath better Diet, 
better Attendants, better Lodging in his Inn 
than at home, yet he remembers tis but for a 
night, and he muſt be gone, 1 Cron. 29.15. 

Take a view of all your Profirs, Pleafvres, 
Treaſures and Comforts of this Life, v:7. Hus- 
hand and Wife, Children, Pearls, rich Apparel, 
silver, Gold, great Friends, large Poſſeſſions, 
J Offices, Honours, ſumptuous Buildings, plea- 
ant Walks, upon which thoy haſt loft ſo much 
Jabour, time and care, and upon the /arreſt 
Ind ſtroke of Death are gone for ever. 
= | . 
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One of the Ancients ſtanding at Ceſar; 
Tomb, he wept, and cry'd out, here is nm 
the flouriſhing Beauty of Cæſar? What 15 becom: 
of his Magnificence ® where are the Armies 
where is the Honour of Cæſar? where ar 
now the Vitores, the Triumphs and Trophies 9 
Cæſar p are they all gone and departed > Chi 
ſtian, love that bur a little, which thou 
canſt not love long; Riches reach not to Eter. 


nity. I am going, ſaid one, where money is m 
current Coin 


Contemne vivens que poſt habere non potes, 


Direct. 3. Be diligent, conſtant and ſerious 
in the uſe of every known means and practice 
of every commanded Duty. If you will go 
into Heaven hereafter, you muſt follow the 
Lord here. Chriſtian, with greateſt Care and 


Conſcience practiſe theſe four Duties to make 
ready for Chriſt, 


1. With love and delight attend the Mini 
itry of the Word, wait on it, as the Poor ma 
at the Pool for healing, and ſo hear that t. 
Seul may live, Mary attending upon the Word 
is commended by Chriſt. The Goſpel (ſaith Dr. 
Sibs ) j a Chatet to carry Chrift up and down i! 
the World; reſolve to follow this Chariot, be 
often under rhe influences of Heaven, that the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs may let down his war 
Beams upon you. The Spirit of God in the 
Miniftcy.of the Word hath converted many: 
Soul, and prepared them for Heaven. 


Se 


eng 


Secondly, Let the Holy Abbach or Lord's 
day be always welcome to thee, How glad am 
I, ſaid one, when I ſee the firſt light of the 
Lord's day: Inure thy ſelf to the ſtrict Obſer- 
vation of that high and holy day of God, keep 
it as for thy life, that at the end of every Lords 
day, thou mayeſt be fit to enter upon an eter- 
nal Sabbath: How ſeaſonable and ſweet is it 
when God's Spirit and our Hearts meer in the 
Duties we perform. I was in the Spirit, ſaith 
John, on the Lord's day. 

Three Duties in Religion are very hard, 
diz. I. To watch the heart, 2. To Pray 
without wandring and diftraction; and 3. To 
keep the Lords day well. 

3. Be frequent and affectionate in the cele- 
bration of that moſt uſeful and glorious Ordi- 
nance the Lord's Supper, by which we mult 
ſhew forth the Lord's Death till he come. And 
if you would feed on, and feaſt with Chrilt. 
in this Bleſſed Banquet, of which Chriſt 1s 
both the Maſter and the Matter, do three 
things: Firft, always come, with due Prepara- 
tion. Secondly, with high expectation. Thirdly, 
when come, make application. 

. Be very ſolemn and ſerious in thy Clo- 
ſet-Viſits, viz. be early and late with God by 
ſecret Prayer. The great Reman Captain Sei- 
pio, before he undertook any Bufine(s, was 
wont fir ſt; to enter the Capital, pretending a con- 
1 with the Gods; ſeveral Miniſters being 
at a 
was the beſt Trade? one anſwered, Begging, 
meaning Prayer. Wouldft thou be prepared to 
go in with Chriſt, follow him with unutterable 
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able where the Queſtion was asked, Mar ; 
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groans from day ib day for Grace, and fitne( 
for Heaven, ſpeak out thine heart before God, 
as Hannah did when ſhe obrained a Son, The 
Voice is not abſolutely neceſſary in Prayer, but 
the Heart: It matters not though the door of 
the Lips be ſnut, fo the Cloſer of the heart be 
open. When thou art going into thy Cham. 
ber, or come into thy Cloſet ro bow before 
the Lord, oblerve theſe Particulars, | 

1. Search and find out thine heart, and ſay, 
Jam going about a great work, to beg Grace 
to prepare me for Heaven, where art thou my 
heart ? 

2. Summon in thine heart; tis often out cf 
the way, ſend a word of command after it, 
and fetch it in. | 

3. Stir and lift up thine heart; the heart is 
like a Bell that makes no Muſick till it be raiſed 
up, like green wood that will not burn with- 
cur much blowing. 

4. Fix thy heart on God to whom thou 
prayeft, and on Jeſus Chriſt in whoſe Name 
thou * Should a man make a Suit to the 
_ King fofhis life, and not mind his buſineſs ? 
the Moſt High looks upon the Heart. 

5. Watch thine heart, and look for a return 
to thy Prayer, otherwiſe thine heart will give 
thee rhe ſlip, and thy Prayer is loſt. Prayer, 
one compares to a Chain, one end of which is 
raſtned to the Believers tongue, the other to 
God's Ear, who is called A God hearing Prayer. 
Say with Fob, I will fill my mouth with Argu- 
ments, When David had raken good order 
for Building the Temple, he directs his Prayer 
to God to prepare their hearts. Th | 
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The Lacedemonians had a cuſtom to ask no- 
thing of their Gods, but things of weight and 
moment. Is not this of greateſt concernment ? 
Try what Prayer can do, plead before God 
by ardent and importunate Prayer to make 
thee ready, render thy ſelf to God as an un- 
done Creature to new- mould, form and faſhi- 
on thy heart for himſelf; carry thy heart to 
him on thy knees, as Maſes brought the two 
Tables of Stone after the firſt were broken and 
defacd, for God to write what he will. Say, 
Lord, I have heard whar a diſma], dark,dread- - 
ful place Hell is, and what a bleſſed and glo- 
rious place Heaven is, and yer I am not pre- 
pared for it. This heart of mine I have had 
on many a ſick- bed, and ſentence of Death, 
and under many a Sermon, and ſometimes it 
hath been ſtartled, and awakened, then ] have 
purpoſed and promiſed to repent, pray, leave 
my ſins, to part with the world, and to become 
a new man, but I have acted the Hypocrite, 
all this as come to nothing; Lord do that in me 
and for me, which none bur a God can do.. 
The bloody Child cannot beautifie and a- 
dorn ir ſelf, The Ethiopian cannot change his 
Skin, nor the Leopard his Spots. The prepa- 
ration of rhe heart in man is from the Lord, 
And ] have cried day and night before thee, ſaid 
David: tis ſtoried of a woman in Eſſex, after 
the Sentence was paſſed upon her, ſhe cryed ſo 
earneſtly to the Judge for Mercy, that the 
Judge «nd Juſtices rebuked her, ro whom ſhe-- 
replyd, I beſeesh you my Lord, it u for my life. 
Chriſtian, tis for Heaven and the Eternal life 
of thy Soul, therefore * with God re 
3 18 
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his Spirit to Sanctifie, and prepare thine heart, 
which by Nature, is a filthy polluted Veſſel, 
God can make thine heart as ſoft wax, and 
ſtamp his Image on+ it, but he will be ſought 
unto. The poor man cryed, and the Lord 
heard him, Pſal. 34. 6. My Prayers ( ſaid 
Fonah) came in unto thee, Chap. 2.7. At that 
great and dreadful day, when the Sun ſhall be 
turned into Darkneſs, and the Moon into Blood, 
whoſoever ſhall call upon the Lord ſhall be Saved, 
A8 2... | - 
Direct. 4. Keep this Eye upon God and thine 
Account, expect eyery moment the cry at Mid- 
night, and be often thinking of Heaven and 
Hell, Death and Judgment: and at the end of 
every day, reflect upon the preceding actions 
and paſſages of it. Mine eyes are ever to- 
ward the Lord, I have ſet the Lord always be- 
fore me, ſaid David. Soul, meditate daily on 
theſe three things. 
I. Think of rhe great day of Account. 
2. The great Account you are to give. 
3. The Juſt and great Judge ro whom 
the Account is to be given. Some have 
their Houſes Scituate near Golgotha, and 
view the Graves of the Dead every day, and 
do not think of. Death and Eternity, Charles I. 
that Warlike and Glorious Emperor of Ger- 
many, reſigned his Empire, and lived two years 
retiredly before his death, in the company of 
Religious Men, providing for Eternity. De- 
vout Soul, if thou wouldſt begin with God 
every morning, and walk. with God all day, 
and lie down with God at night in the Even- 
ing, ask thy {elf theſe or the ike Queries. 


1, Q. 


" ind p « i + C4 : 
” 2 1 
. gs 7 1 - PI PS. . 3 + * 
1 ' & - C * pe” Xe + v C * 2 yg, * - ** . 


(123) 
1. Q: How did I awake ths Morning, with 
God or the World ? | 
2, Q: What hath been the conſtant Frame 
f my heart in Society, and in my Solitude this 
5 ? 
3. Q. Have I bowed twice before the Mercy- - 
Seat thy day? and opened my Caſe to God ſe- 
xzonfly, or have my Cloſet-viſits been ſhort and 
Night ? 

4. Q. hat have I done in order to my greats 
Account thy day? Have my Words and Actions 
tended to God's Glory? 

5. Q. Havel neglected no opportunity of do- 
ing or receiving. good this day who hath been 
the better for me this day? 233 

6. Q. How have I behaved my ſelf in Com- 
pany, in my Calling, and in my Family thy dax? 

7. Q. How. hath my heart been affected and 
enlarged in holy Performances, both in ſecret, or 
my houſe ? do I habituate my ſelf to Hely Duties d 
Is Religion my main buſineſs ? pe Se 
8. Q: What ſerious and awakening apprehen- 
ſions and thoughts of God, Chriſt, the Spirit, my 
Soul, Death and Fudgment have I had this day? 

9. Q. Have not I by ſome fin of omiſſion or 
commiſſion made work for Repentance and Humi- 
liation this day ꝰ and i my heart in a melting and © 
mourning frame? can TI offer to God the Sacri- 
fer of a broken heart; | 627 .. * - 

10. Q, Have I met with Chriſt this day; and 
have I gone one ſtep forward in any way to Hea=-- 
den p what Power have I gotten over my 2 4 
tion and Paſſions, what Grace have Ieerciſed? 
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Direct. 5. Let it be thy conſtant and greateſt 
care to keep a good Conſcience in all things. 
Stand off from Iniquiry ; ſee that there be no 
allowed reigning Sin in thine Heart and Life: 
God will know it, whoſe eyes are pure and in 
every place, Sinner, it will be bad looking God 
in the face with a galled, guilty Conſcience, 
an enemy in thy Boſom. if our heart condemn 
us, God M greater then our hearts, and knoweth 
all things, 1 John 3. 19, 20. : 


Vox Conſcientie eft Vox Dei, 


; Conſcience is God's Vice-gerent in us, and 
it will be a Friend or a Fury, and cauſe an 
Hell within, or a Heaven within, Tis dread- 
ful for a man to carry Hell about with him, 
the evidence of his Condemnation in his own 
Breaft. Whereas the in-witneſs of a good 
Conſcience will be as a Wall of Braſs to a Be- 
liever, 2 Cor. 1. 12. For our rejoycing is thi, 
the teſtimony of our Conſcience, that in ſimplicity 
and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but 
by the Grace of God we have had our converſation 
in the World, and more abundantly to you wards. 
Keep this Bird of Paradiſe always in thy Bo- 
ſom, that thine heart may nor reproach and 
fmire thee. Gy 

A guilty Conſcience repreſenteth Death and 
Judgment dreadful, and terrible to great men; 
even to Kings, the gods of the World. R- 
chard III. after the Murder of his own two 
innocent Nephews, had fearful Dreams, inſo- 
much that he did often leap our of his Bed in 
we dark, and tun about the Chamber, * : 


* 
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diſtracted with horror, as if all the Furies of 
Hell were hanging about him. So Charles IX. 
of France, after the Bloody Maſſacre of Parn, 
was ſo inwardly terrified, that he was every 
night laid to ſleep, and awakened with a ſett 
of Muſitians. Sins againſt Conſcience, are 
neareſt to the Devils fin. O how aſtoniſhing 
is this, when a man dying muſt ſay, (if he 
ſpeaks the truth) I have Rebell' againſt my 
— T have ſerv'd the Devil, I have ſatis- 
fyd my Luſts, and now I go to eternal Tor- 
ments. , R 

Therefore forſake thy fins, Repent, and 
ul = Conſcience ſprinckled with the Biood of 


Direct. 6. Begin, and for ſome. ſpace con- 
tinue, that fa much neglected Duty of confi- 
deration, and rake the moſt convenient rime 
and place for ir, Do not wy of the work. of 
Heaven, as the Jews of the Temple; The time 
75 not come, that time the Lord's 
be Built. But what ſaid the Lord by the Pro- 
pher, Is this a time to dwell in ceiled Houſes, and 
my Houſe is not built? Poor Soul, wilt thou 
ſleep and be ſecure, indulge thy Fleſh, 
fin, and purſue the World, and haſt made no 

reparation for thy eternal Habiration 2 Thus 
aich the Lord. Confider your ways. Thus ſaith \ 
the Lord of Hoſts, conſider your ways, Hag. 1. 5. 


e ſhould 


7. This work through the Bleſſing of Go d, hat 


been very ſucceſsful. I have heard, a very Re- 

ligious Father dying, made his prodigal un- 

godly Son promiſe him, after his Death to go 

into E Cloſet, and fit alone for ſeveral — 5 
| IS aL ' whic 


( 126 ) N 
which heing performed, he at laſt conſidered, 
that his Father did it our of love to his Soul, 
that he might not periſh everlaſtingly, and ſo 
ir was made the means of his Converſion, 
- There is another Story like unto this, of a 
Travellor coming to an Inn, where he found 
a very Beautiful and Witty young Woman, but 
very vain and frothy ; when he went from the 
Inn, he gave her a piece of Gold upon Con- 
dition, ſhe would ingage and promiſe to retire 
into her Chamber, at jake eaſons, and upon 
her Knees utter ſuch words before the Lord, 
© Lord, thou haſt given me thoſe Natural Parts 
© and comely Proportion; Is it nor pity that ſo 
© Amiable a Creature as thou haſt made me, 
© ſhould be Damn d, and burn in Hell forever? 
And after this ſhe became Sober, Religious, 
and left the Inn. Tis the Character of a true 
Penitent to ſit alone. But if I reſolve and pro- 
miſe to go alone, and conſider, what muſt I 
think of: Ask thy ſelf theſe Queſtions. 


Queſt, 1. What was I when firſt Born into 
this wretched World ? Did I bring any thin 
mat was good with me, to entit.e me to, 
prepare me for Heaven ? Am I nor worſe now? 
have I Anſwered the Glorions end of my Crea- 
tion 
Queſt. 2. O my Soul, have I not often da- 
red God to Damn thee? Is ir not a wonder I 
am now in the Werd, that ſo many of my Ac- 
quaintance and Companions in Sin ar Dead and 

in Hell, and I not there ? 


Queſt. 3, 


(199 F<. 


Queſt. 3. pere had I been if I had Died - : 


when laſt Sick, or when my Husband, Wife, Fa- 
ther, Mother, Brother and Siſter Died? _ 
Queſt. 4. Mhom do I reſemble, the Holy God, * 
or the Black Devil? Doth not my Prattice tell ma- 
I am unfit to ſtand before God, and to go in 
with Chriſt to the Marriage ? | 
Queft. 5. What influence hath all the Pow- 
erful and Soul-ſearching Sermons of Death and 
Judgment I have heard, and all the Sickneſſes and 
1955 of Friends had upon my heart p and thu I 
have read about Preparation for Heaven? What 
hatred of Sin, what love of Holineſs, what defire 
after Chriſt and Heaven is there in my Heart ? 
. 6, Have Iany thing to ſay or object againſt 
Chriſt and a holy life? Ts it not the way to Hea- 
ven, and to ſecure and ſave my Soul for ever? If 
it be not good to live the life of the Righteous, why 
did Balaam deſire to die the death of the Righte= 
ous 2 Why ſhould not T be and do that now, which 
I wil wiſh I had been and done at Death and 
Doomſday? Are there no Reſolutions ſtirred up in 
me to a ſtri and pious courſe ? 5 
Q. 7. Why are the Company and Prayers of 
good Miniſters and Chriſtians, more pleaſing to 
Men dying, (who have liv'd ill) then their Compa- 
nions in ſm? Will the bawdy Songs, Fokes and 
belliſh Oaths of $ wearers, Drunkards and Adulte- 
rers comfort thee in a departing Hour? 
Q. 8. Shall not I have a ofa times more 


cauſe, when I go hence, to curſe the day of my 
birth than Job or Jeremy, and wiſh I neuer had 
a Being ? | — Foul 
Q. 9. O my Soul! who art now in a Houſe of 
Clay, muſt hot thou have another Habitation in 4 


4 IIS Fe 
little time? Thou art far in thy: way towards the 
eternal World. Why was I born? What have 1 
done? Nom have I ſervd? W, right am 
I? Where wilt thou be my Soul, when out of thi, 
vile Body 2 O Death, where wilt thou land and 
lodge my Scul, in the Region of Darkneſs, or in 
the Land of Light i the Rivers of Life and 
Joy, or in the Lake and Dungeon of Death? Wit 
thou bring me to the Viſion of God, and Boſom of 
Chriſt in the New Jeruſalem, among the glori- 
ous Angels and Saints in eternal Pleaſures und 
Felicities, or into the dark Vale and Priſon with 

Devils and Reprobates, to be pained, plauged and 
tormented for ever ? 1 

Q. 10. Will the way and courſe I am now 
in, bring me to Heaven, or will it not? Sit 
down and conſider, O my Soul, the time # ſhort, 
Death is certain, Eternity is near, thy Work s 
great, thy Account will be ſtri, Heaven is glo- 
rious, Hell is intollerable, eternal; I muſt be re. 
. 8 and prepared in a few days, or al n. 

2 IE. 


Direct. 7. Reſolve, love and delight to be 
that rowards God, who ſeeth in ſecret, which 
thou ' would'fſt have men think thou art, or 
ſpeak and write of the living and dead. Com- 
mune with thine Heart, and enquire,” Am I a 
Few inwardly, or more religious and ſerious in 
ſhew than in ſincerity. The moſt upright can- 
not be deceiv d. To apply this home to rhine 
Heart, let me ask thee theſe Queſtions. 

* » What doth thy Conſcience ſay when theu art 
Alone? _ g 


, % 


2. What 
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2. What doth thy Cloſet fay, or thoſe. Duties 
which none obſerveth but God ? | Es 
3. What doth-thy Fellow-Chriſtians ſay, who , 
are moſt judicious, ſpiritual, and beſt able to 
diſcern ? | 

4. What doth thy Converſation ſay ? 

5. Mas doth thy Family, viz. Wife, Children, 
Servants ſay? h | 
; 6. What doth the ſacred Records of the Ward 
ay? | 

Speak Conſcience, ſpeak Cloſer, ſpeak Chri- 
ſtians and 113 ſpeak Lie, ſpeak 
Wife, Husband, Children, Servants; ſpeak 
Law and Teftimony, Is this Man or Woman 
ſincere, and fit to go into Heaven with Chriſt ? 
Why would'ſt thou be thought that phou art 
not? When thou art in the Houſe of the 
Grave, would'ſt thou have written on thy - 
Tomb or Sepulcher ? 2x2 4 * 

Here lieth an Atheiſt, who ſaid in his Heart 
there was no God nor Devil, Heaven nor 
7 till he came into Hell among the De- 
vils. | | 

Herd lieth a ſeeming Saint, one that pro- 
fels'd and owned Religion, but was rotten and 


falſe-hearted, who deceivd himſelf ' and the- 1 


world, and loſt Heaven by his Hy pocriſie. 
Here lieth an Earth-worm, a man that la- 
boured all his life for the world, that would be 
rich, and raiſe his Family, though with the 
ruin of his Soul, and made no preparation for 
Eternity. He lived and laboured as if Bodies | 
had been immortal, and Souls mortal. | 
Here lieth an Heretick and Blaſphemer , 


whoſe Opinions cauſed him to periſh. 


A 
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Here heth a man that mock'd at Holineſs, 

EF and hated the Preachers, Profeſſors, and Pra- 

4 ctiſers of Religion, whoſe Blood he would 
have ſhed with all his hearry 

=. Here lieth a Drunkard, a Swearer, a Maur- 

; > derer, a Thief, a falſe perjur d Perſon, a Liar, 

1 a Back-biter, who hurt others, arid has undone 
themſelves. 1 

Here lieth a man that had fair opportunities 

for Heaven, but would not improve them; 

he made no Conſcience of hearing Sermons, 

reading and ſanctify ing the Lord's Day. 

Here lieth one that had holy Parents, and 
was piouſly educated, but he would not hearken 
to their Reproofs and Counſels, and tread in 
their religious Steps, who walk d in the way 

to Heaven. f 

Here lieth a man that lived without God in 
the world, that neither prayed in his Cloſer 
nor Family. 1 

Here lieth an Apoſtate, who loſt his Soul 
and Heaven by departing from the Truth, 
and his carnal compliance. 

Here lieth a Phariſee, a man hot, alous, 

and furious for the form, bark, and ſuburbs 
of Religion, and there reſted, but never had 
tbe Power of it. | 

Friend, would ſt thou be reputed and count- 

ed a good Chriſtian among men, ſee thou be 
ſuch a one before God; or woe be unto thee 
when. Chriſt ſhall come, The wpright ſhall. 
dwell in his preſence, Pſal. 140. 13. 


” Direct. 8. Would you £0 in with Chriſt, | 
begin the. work of Heayen while in the world 
| an 


— 


r 
and drive a great Trade for Heaven. Chri- 
ſtian, ſend and ſearch out the Holy Land, get 
a Proſpect or Piſgah-fighr of Heaven, and 
having taſted this pleaſant Fruit, preſs on, 
poſſeſs it. Keep Grace in its moſt lively and 
vigorous exerciſe, let it nor decline for a 
world, 85885 ay 
True Grace is perſevering, a ſpark that will 
never ceaſe, aſpiring till ir be joined with the 
Flame of erernal Glory. | 
The beſt fight in England (ith a reverend 
Divine) 1s to 2 an old Profeſſor to grow bet- 
ter and better. Chriſtian, let the | tel of 
thy Heart be Heaven-ward : Aſcend the mount 
of Divine Communion every day, and when 
you are in your private Devotions, get your 
heart into Heaven, Delight in that which 
muſt be your Heaven, viz. in the face, and fa- 
voure of God, Matth. 5. 8. Bleſſed are the 
pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God, John 17. 
24. Father, I will that they alſo hom thou haſt © 
given me, be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my er which thou haſt given me, 
for thou lovedſt me before the Foundation of the 
World. | 2 — 
Be much in Praifing and Bleſſing God. Prayer 
and Thanks are (ſaich one) like the double | 
motion of the Lungs, the Air ſuck d mm by * Þ 
Prayer is breathed our in Thanks. Mercies 
thar come down by Prayer, ſhould be returned 
and aſcend in Praiſes. 4 
Moreover, keep a eonftant, and ſenſible 
Communion with Chriſt: Let thine heart go 
forth to meet him every day, and in every du- 
ry, Pſal. 63.8. When Chrift and the Soul 
| | | . meet 4 
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meet in his Ordinances, the Believer may ſay, 
This is the Gate of Glory; Communion muſt 
prepare us for Fruſtion. Auguſtus Ceſar died 
in the Kiſſes of his Wife Livia: The prepared 
Soul many times dies in the Kiſſes of his dear 
Lord. . 5 
Direct. 9. Carefully diſcharge your Relatixe 
Duties, and abound in Acts of Mercy and 
Charity to all. Follow the holy Examples of 
former Saint, viz. Abraham, Gen. 18. 19. For! 
know him, that he will command his Chidren, 
and his Houſhold after him, and they ſhall kee 
the way of the Lord, to do Juftice and Judg- 
ment, that rhe Lord may bring upon him that 
which be hath ſpoken of him, 50h. 14. 15. 
And it it ſeem evil unto you to ſer ve the Lord, 
chooſe you this day whom you will ſerve, 
whether the gods which your Fathers ſerved 
that were on the other fide of the Flood, or 
the gods of the Amorites, in whole Land ye 
dwell, but as for me and -my Houſe, we will 
ſerve the Lord. P/a/. 101. 2, 3, 6, 7. 
will behave my ſelf wiſely in a perfect way, 
O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk 
within my Houſe with a perfect heart. I will 
| fer no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate, 
the work of them that turn aſide, ir ſhall 
nor cleave-to me. Mine eyes ſhall be upon 
the Faithful of the Land, that they may dwell 
with me: he that walketh in a perfect way, he 
ſhall ſerve me. He that worketh Deceit, ſhall 
not dwell within my Houſe : he that telleth 
lies ſhall not tarry in my fight, FR 
Do your utmoſt to breed and train vp your 
Children and Servants” for Chriſt and Heaven, 


ud not for the Devil and Hell. Shall 
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Shall God make inquiſition for the Blood of 
the Body when Murdered, and will he not 
ſor the Blood of the Soul? : 

Suppoſe, when the Beloved.Child is in rhe 
Cradle, or at the Mothers BreM, the Devil 
hou!d come, and ſay to the Parent, take this 
Child and train ir up for me; teach it to be 
proud, to Lie, Swear, Steal, Prophane God's 
Day, to mock at Holineſs, ler it have its Will 
and never reſtrain or correct it; do not put it 
in mind of God, or Catechiſe it while you live. 


Send this Child early ro my Schools, tro Ale- 
houſes, Taverns, Comedies, teach it to Card 
and Dice, and all Fleſhly Delights, Sports and 


Recreations; this would ſeem dreadful to you z 
and you would ſay, Get thee behind me Satan. 


O then let every Father take the ſame care 


as David did of his Son Solomon, and as Solo- 
non did of his Son Rehoboam. See the Pious 
and Parental Charge of David, 1 Cron. 21. 9. 
And Solomon, as it is thought, wrote the firſt 


eight Chapters of the Proverbs for the ſake of 
R-hoboam, Let all Parents ſay, as Fſal. 34. 11. 


one ye Children, bearken to me, and I will 
ach you he fear of the Lord.” B 
But who can ſay of his Children, as one ſaid 


mpoſſible a 2 of ſo many Prayers ſhould 

teriſh.Are your Ch 

rs and Tears? 1 | 
Fob was careful of his Children, who ſent 

ind Sanctiſied them after their Feaſting, The 


Study and care of moſt Parents is to enrich 


meir Children, to leave them ample Portions 
nd Eſtates, ro make them great and honoura- 


Po 


. 


of Auſtin ro his Mother Monica, That it was 
ildren the Children of Pray; 


ble, 
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ble, and to provide .Husbands and Wives for 
them; bur to Sanctifie and Save their Souls is 
not their care. | K 
Happy is that man, when leaving the world, 
can fay to his Children, as old Jacob, I die, 
but the Lord will be with you. When God by 
Death removes your near and dear Relations, 
you are troubled that you were no more ſer- 
viceable to their Souls. 5 | 
Again, to your relative Piety add your 
. Alms, draw our your Souls to the Hungry. The 
Poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the Land. The 
Poor you have always with you, ſaith Chriſt. 
Be open-hearted and liberal-handed to neceſſi- 
rous Perſons, bur 111 to God's Poor. 
This Duty is coſtly, but it will be comforta- 
ble. The Apoſtle calleth it a good Foundari- 
on againſt the time to come. And Chriſt will 
N acknowledge, and take all that is 
one in his Name, to his Miniſters and Mem- 
bers as done to himſelf, Masth. 25. 45. 1 Pet. 
6. 18, 19. 


Dire t. 10. Laſtly, would you go into Hea- 
ven with Chriſt, labour to live like him here, 
who hath left us an example that we might 
follow his ſteps. Chriſtians, in all rhings 
imitable we muſt imitate Chriſt. His natural 
actions, his occaſional actions, his miraculous 
and mediatory actions we are not to imitate, 
but his moral and Religious we muſt imitate. 
Tis recorded of the French men, that they 
are wonderfully pleas d with whatſoever is ſaid 
or done by rheir Kings, whom they love ot 
reſemble. Their Song is . B's 

. 1 
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Mihi placet quicquid | Reg placet. 
Whatſoever pleaſerh the King, pleaſeth me. 


The Diſciples and Subjects of Chriſt, the King 
of Saints, muſt follow him, as Fonat hans Ar- 


mour-bearer did his Maſter, as-the Fews did 


the Cloudy-Pillar, as tHe Mraelites did their 
Captain Foſhua, who led them *inro Canaan, 
as the wiſe men did the Star which brought 
them ro Chriſt. The Life of Chrift is a Copy 
without a blor or any uneven Letter in it, And 
every one that ſaith he abideth in him, muſt ſo 
walk even as Chriſt walked, 1 Fohn 2.9. The 
Life of Chriſt is a Chriſtians Bible to read in, 
his Glaſs to dreſs himſelf by, his Compaſs ro 
Fail by, his Touch-ſtone to try himſelf by; 
And he that profeſſeth Faith in Chriſt muſt fol- 
low Chriſt, God hath appointed us to be con- 
formable ro the Image of his Son, Rem. 8. In 
theſe rwenry Particulars J have drawn forth the 
Life of Chriſt. Look every day upon this un- 
parallell'd Picture for your imitation. - - ; 

Firſt, You muſt _ imitate your blefſed Re- 
deemer in his meekneſs and parience, Iſa. 53, 
7. He was 1 and he was afflicted, yet 
he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a 
Lamb to the S aughter, and as a Sheep before 


her Shearers is dumb, ſo he öpened nor his 4 


mouth, Fam. 1. 4. But let Patience have her 
perfect work, that ye may be pefect and entire, 


wanting nothing. 


Immate Chriſt in his Humiliry and infinite 


Condeſcenſion, who though he was the higheſt 
became rhe loweſt, Mat. 11. 29. Take my 


yoke _ 
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poke upon you, and learn; of me, for I am 
meek and lowly in heart; and ye ſhall find 
- reſt unto your Souls, Phil. 2. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
Let nothing be done through ſtrife or vain- 
glory, bur in lowlineſs of mind let each efteem 
other better than rhemſelves ; Look not eve 
man on his own things, but every man alſo 
on the things of others; Let this mind be in 
vou, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus: Who be. 
ing in the form of God, thought ir nor robbery 
to be equal with God. But made himſelf of 
no reputation, and took upon him the form of 
a ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs of 
men, John 13. 14, 15. If then your Lord and 
Maſter have waſhed your feet, ye oughr alſo 
to waſh one anothers feet: for I have given 
you an example, that ye ſhall do as I have 
done to you. Pride, ſaich a Reverend Di- 
vine, is part of the Devil's Image in Man, 
And fo filthy a Weed (ſaith another) that no- 
thing will thrive near it. r 

3. Imitate Chriſt in his univerſal Compli- 
ance with his Farher's Will, both in his active 
and paſſive Obedience, John 5. 30. I can of 
my” ſelf do nothing: as I hear, I judge, and 
my judgment is juſt, becauſe I ſeek not mine 
own will, but rhe will of the Father which 
. hath ſent me, Chap. 6. 38. For I came down 
from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the 
will of him that ſent me. Luke 22. 42. Saying, 
. Father if thou be willing, remove this Cup 

from me: nevertheleſs, not my will, bur rhine 

- be done, : £9. 


- 


4. Re- 
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Reſemble Chriſt in his Kindneſs vints 
ol Prayers for his Enemies, Luke 22. 


| 3, 51. 
And one of them ſmote the ſervant of the 


High. Prieſt, and cut off his 3 Ear. And 
Telus anſwered, and ſaid, Suffer ye thus fan 


ind he touched his Ear, and healed nim. 


uke 23. 34+ Then ſaid Jeſus, Father forgive 
hem, for they know nat what rhey do. 
5. Imitate Chriſt in his copformiry 70 and 
diligent Arrendance upon God's holy On 
ces, and Ipſtitutions, Luk? 4. 16. And he came 
to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, 
and as his cuſtom was, he went into the Syna- 
gogue on the Sabbath day, and ſtood fip ro 
read, Lyke, 12. 16. Now che firſt day of the 


feaſt of umeavened bread, the Diſciples came 


to Jeſus, ſaying unto him, Where wilt thou 
that we prepare for thee to eat che Paſſo- 
er x Fe rr 
6. Imitate Chriſt in his Tenderneſs of Sin, 
whoſe Innoeency, was attended 4. his Ene- 
mies, and he acquitted by his ] John 8. 


e 
40. Which of you conyinceth me fin And 


if I fay the truth, why do ye not believe me? 


with oe for te Prince of thus World com- 
and hath nothing in ide, Chap. 19. 4. Pi- 
late therefore went Peck agaſn 2 duch 


ä | , ad 
to them, Behold, I bring Lim forth to you, 


me ye may know that I find no fault in 

7. Imitate the Lord from Heayen in his con- 
tempt of the World, and the Hononrs of it, 
Met. 12. 15, 18. Bur when Jeſus. knew it, he 


nithdrew himfelf from thence : and great mnt-, 
5 G tudes 
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5 14. 30. Hereafter I will not talk much 
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yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly in heart; and ye ſhall find 
reſt unto your Souls, Phil. 2. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
Let nothing be done through ſtrife or vain- 
glory, but in lowlineſs of mind let each eſteem 
other better than themſelves 3 Look not eve 
man on his own things, but every man alſo 
on the things of others; Let this mind be in 
you, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus : Who be- 
ing in the form of God, thought ir nor robbery 
to be equal with God. But made himſelf of 
no reputation, and took upon him the form of 
a ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs of 
men, Fohn 13. 14, 15. If then your Lord and 
Maſter have waſhed your feet, ye ought alſo 
to waſh one anothers feer: for I have given 
you an example, that ye ſhall do as I have 
done to you. Pride, ſairh a Reverend Di- 
vine, is part of the Devil's Image in Man, 
And ſo filthy a Weed (ſaith another) that no- 
thing will thrive near it. g 

3. Imirare Chriſt in his univerſal Compli- 
ance with his Father's Will, both in his active 
and paſſive Obedience, Fohn 5. 30. I can of 
my {elf do nothing: as I hear, I judge, and 
my judgment is juſt, becauſe I ſeek not mine 
own will, but rhe will of the Father which 
hath ſent me, Chap. 6. 38. For I came down 
from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the 
will of him that ſent me. Luke 22. 42. Saying, 
Father if thou be willing, remove this Cup 
from me: nevertheleſs, not my will, bur thine 
be done, | A 


A 


4. Re- 
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Reſemble Chriſt in his Kindneſs vints 
— Prayers for his Enemies, Luke 22. 50, 51. 
and one of them ſmote the ſervant of the 
High. Prieſt, and cut off his right Ear. And 
Telus anſwered, and ſaid, Suffer ye thus fan 
ind he touched his Ear, and healed him. 
Luke 23- 34. Then ſaid Jeſus, Father forgive 
hem, for they know nat what they do. 
5. Imitate Chriſt in his conformity ro and 
diligent Attendance upon God's holy Ordinan- 
ces, and Inſtitutions, Lukz 4. 16. And he came 
to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, 
and as his cuſtom was, he went into the Syna- 
gogue on the Sabbath day, and ſtood flp to 
read, Luke 12. 16. Now the firft day of the 
feaſt of umeavened bread, the Diſciples came 
to Jeſus, ſaying unto him, Where wilt thou 
cone we prepare for thee to eat the Paſſo- 
yer e | 

6. Imitare Chrift in his Tenderneſs of Sin, 
whoſe Innoecency, was attended by his Ene- 
mies, and he acquitted by his Judge, John 8. 
40. Which of you convinceth me of fin? And 
if I fay the truth, why do ye nor believe me? 
Chap. 14. 30. Hereafter I will not talk much 
with you: for the Prince of this World com- 
eth, and hath nothing in rhe, Chap. 19. 4. Pi- 
late therefore went forth again, and faith un- 
to them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, 
"6h ye may know that I find no fault in 
mY | 

7. Imitate the Lord from Heaven in his con- 
tempt of the World, and the Hononrs of it, 
Met. 12. 15, 16, Bur when Jeſus. knew it, he 
withdrew himſelf from thence : and great mul- 


tudes 
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titudes followed him, and he healed: them all 

And * them that they ſhould not make 
N Kk * + 


8. Imitate your deareſt, and ſweereſ} Lo 
in heayenly-mindedneſs, whoſe heart was i 

eaven - while he was upon the Earth, Fe 
16. 28. I came forth from the Father, and an 
come into the world: again, I leaye th 
world, and go to the Father. Chap. 17, 
And now, O Father, glorifie thou me, with 
thine own ſelf, with the Glory which I had 
with thee before the world was. | 

9. Imitate your Lord and Maſter in his won. 
derful ſelf-denial, Mar. 16. 24. Then faid | 
ſus unto his Diſciples, If any Man will come 
after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his 
| Croſs and follow me. 

10. Imitate your bleſſed Redeemer in his 
burning Zeal for God's Glory, John 2. 17 
And his Diſciples remembred that it was weit 
ten, The 4] of thine houſe has eaten me 
up. 
| 2 1. Imitate your holy Lord, in his ſubje 
ction to, and care of his Parents, Luke 2. 51 
And he went down with them, and came te 
Nazareth, and was ſubject unto them: Jol 
19. 26, 27. When Jeſus therefore ſaw his Mc 
ther, and the Diſciple ſtanding by, whom h 
loved, he faith unto his Mother, Woman be 
hold thy Son. Then faith he to the Diſciple 
Behold thy Mother. And from that bars 
Diſciple took her unto his own home. Eph. 6 
1, 2,3. Children obey your Parents in t 
Lord : for this is right. Honour thy Fathe 
And Mother, (which is the firſt Commandme 

witl 
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with iſe.) That it may be well, wich thee, 
and thou mayeſt live long on the Earth. 

12. Imitate your compaſſionate Saviour in 
his ſympathizing with his diſconſolate and af- 
flicted Friends, and do what you can to re- 
lieve, and comfort them, Fohn 11. 33. When 
Jeſus therefore ſaw her weeping, and the Jews 
alſo weeping which came with her, he groan- 
ed in the Spirit, and was troubled. Col. 3. 12. 
Put on therefore (as the Elect of God, Hol 
and Beloved) bowels of mercies, Kindneſs, 
humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffer- 
ing. | 
* 3. Imitate Chriſt in his carefulneſs to 
maintain the Truth, witneſs his moſt ſtrict 
Expoſition of the Law, Mat. 5. his diſputing 
_ the Doctors, and his confuting of the 
Sadduces, Luke 2. 46. And it came to paſs, 
that after three days, they found him in the 
Temple, ſitting in the midſt of the Doctors, 
both hearing them, and atking them Queſti- 
ons. Mat. 22. 34, But when the Phariſees had 
heard, that he had put the Sadduces to ſilence, 
ay were ' 5 together. Contend earneſt- 
ly for the Faith. 3 

15. Imitate your Lord Jeſus in his Wiſdom 
and Prudence, to avoid the catching, entra 
ping, enſnaring Queſtions of his ſubtil, — 


cious Enemies, Luke 20. 26. And they could 


not take hold of his words before the people 
and they marvelled at his anſwers, and held 
their peace: John 8. 34, 5, 6. And the Scribes 
and Phariſees brought unto him a Woman ta- 
ken in Adultery, and when they had fer her in 
the ' midſt, they ſay umo him, Maſter, this 
8 G 2 Vonan 


- 
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Woman was taken in Adultery, in the yery 
act. Now Moſes in the Law commanded us, 
that ſuch in che Law ſhould be ſtoned: but 
what ſayeſt thou? This they ſaid, rempring 


him, that they might have. to accuſe him. But 


Jeſus ſtooped down, and with his Finger wrote 
on the ground, as though he heard them not. 
Pſalm 39. 1. T ſaid I will take heed to 
Ways, that I fin not with my tongue: 1 all 
Keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wick- 
ed is before me, Prov. 19. 3. He that keepeth 
his lips keepeth his life. to 

15. Imitate Chriſt in his Truth and Faith- 
Fulneſs ro God and Man; And ſee that you 
_ who ſeem religious be juſt and righregus, ſpeak 
every Man the Truth to his Neighbour. 1 Per, 
2. 22, *Who did no fin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth: Eph. 4. 25. Wherefore 
putring away lying, ſpeak every man truth 


with his neighbour, for we are members one 


of anorher. | 

16. Imitate your Lord in ſecrer Da * 
ticularly. in Cloſet- prayer, Mark 1. 35. in 

rhe morning riſing up a great while before day, 


he went out, and departed into a ſolitary place, 


and there prayed, He continued all night in 
prayer to Gad, Luke 6. 12. Mat. 6. 6. But 
when thou prayeft enter into thy Cloſer, and 


when thou haſt ſhut the door, pray to thy 


Father which is in ſeeret, and thy Father 
which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly. 

17. Imitate your Lord and Maſter in his 
religious care of his Family, his Diſciples, in 
praying with them, and for them, teach- 


1 ing chem to pray, inſtructing of them, and ex- 


pounding 
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pounding the Parables to them, Luke 11. 1. 
And it came to paſs, that as he was praying in 
a certain place, when he ceaſed, one of his 
Diſciples ſaid unto him, Lord, teach us to 
pray, as John alſo taught his Diſciples: Mark 
14. 38. Watch ye and pray, leſt ye enter into 
temptation: The ſpirit rruly is ready, but the 
fleſh is weak. Mark 4. 34. And when they 
were alone, he expounded all things unto his 
Diſciples. | 
x8. Imitare Chriſt in his Thankfulneſs to 
his Father for mercies of all kinds, Mat. 15. 
35, 36. And he commanded the multitude to 
fit down on the ground. And he took the ſe- 
ven Loaves and Fiſhes, and gave thanks, and 
brake them, and gave to his Diſciples, and the 
Diſciples to the multirude : 1 Thef. 5. 18. Ih- 
every thing give thanks: for this is the Will 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus coneerning you. 
19. Imitate your dear Lord in redeeming 
the golden opportunity of N 9. 4. 
muſt work the works of him that ſent me 
while ir is day: the night cometh when no 
man can work, Eph. 5. 16. Redeeming the 
time, becauſe rhe days are eri. 
20. Laſtly, Imitate Chriſt in his publick 
ſpiritedneſs in his whole courſe, who went 
about doing good to all with whom he had to 
do. Mar. 4. 23. And Jefus went about 
all Galilee, teachi N in their Magen 
and denn the Goſpel of the Kingdom, 
and ing all wander of fickneſs, and 
all manner of diſeaſes among the people, 4s 
10. 38. How God anointed Jeſus of Nazareth 
with rhe Holy Ghoſt, and with Power, Who 
i G went 
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went about doing good, and healing all that 
were oppreſſed of the Devil: for God waz 
with him, | 
O what rare and ſingular Saints ſhould we 
be, if we did every day write after this Copy, 
Chriſtians, is Chriſt your head, and you. his 
myſtical Body; how monſtrous and incongru- 
ous is it to ſee a deformed, leprous Body, 
joined to a moſt beautiful comely Head ? You 
hope to go in with Chriſt, therefore purifie 
your ſelves, even as he is pure. The Sons, of 
Conſtantine the Great, wholly put on their Fa- 
ther, whom they did exactly reſemble (ſaith 
Eyſebius.) Will you bewail your unlikeneſs 
ro Chritt, and now look often upon his Pi- 
Cure? 1 Cor. 11. 1. Be ye followers of me, 
even as I alſo am of Chriſt. * 

A certain Duke; of Bavaria, each morning 
uſed ro call his Servant to bring him water in 
a Baſon, in the bottom whereof was ſtamped 
in Gold the Picture of Cato Major, that ſo he 
might cauſe the Impreſſion of his Image to 
be fixed in his mind, the Imitation of whoſe 
Vertues he had prudently propoſed for his pra- 
ctiſe. Do you often look to the Image of 
* Chriſt, r in the Glaſs of the Scrip- 

tures, and lèt his Vertues, Graces, and exact 
Converſation be propoſed by you for your Imi- 
tation. O how apt are we to miſs the mark, 
to go down the ſtream, and over the hedge 
daily. It's no leſs a miracle to be kept from 
the Sins of the World whileſt we live in it, 
then for thoſe three Worthies nor to be burn- 
ed when in the fiery Furnace. We among the 

Tents of the Uncircumciſed, are as in an Th 


* 


Y | 
Piety : Methinks I hear the Lo 
Heaven, ſay ro every Chriltian Profeſſor 
in the World, as Gideon to his Soldiers, Look 
en me, and do likewiſe, Jude 9. 17. Go in 
Chriſt's Steps, and you ſhall certainly partake- p 
of his Grace and Glory, Jobn 13, 15. 7 


SECT. X. 


The fifth Uſe is of Comfort to thoſe who are Fre- | 
Fpared to go in with Chriſt. 


Chriſtian, why weepeſt thou? Why is thine, _ 
Heart grieved > Why is thy Countenance ſad?. © 
Thou art to go in with Chriſt, where is ful 
neſs of Joy, and Pleaſufes for evermore. Say, 

Why art thou caſt dawn, O my Soul? Go. 

thy way, cat thy bread, and drink thy wine 

with a. merry heart, Col. 9, 7. Eſal. 42. 5. : 
Here are four great grounds of Comfort: If 
we conſider, Mc | | 


1. What you ſhall go in from, and leave 
behind, © SUR 

2. Who you ſhall go in with. 

3. What you ſhall go in to. why ; 4 

4+ The Duration and Perpetuity of it. , 
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Firſt, In general, you ſhall go in from, and 
leave be every thing that is afflictive and 
grievous to you. When Elijah went to Hes. 
ven, he left his Mantle behind him. So when 
Chriſtians go in with Chriſt they Be -be per- 
feetly, ang''per lly * rom all fin. 

| l Evils both of Soul and Body, 
particular. 


3. You ſhall be Freed from all the Deſectz 
Deformities, and Superfluities of rhe Body. 
There will be no dim of ſore Eyes, no feeble 
Knees, trembling Hands, Bald-heads, Crook- 
ed-backs, Broken-bones; no Wens, Warts, 
Wounas, Cancers, Fiſtulaes, Scars, or any 
bodily Blemiſh. 


2. You ſhall be perfectly, and for ever free 
from all your bodily Toi), Pain, Labour, 
with which the lives of many of God's People 
have been made bitter. Some to get A little 
Bread have been labquring in che very Fire, 
others grinding at the Mill, ſome digging in 
the Mines, others caſting up of Dirches, ſome 
ſpinning at the Tourn, others weaving at the 

oom, and threſhing in the Barn, and tarry- 
ing heavy Burdens, and many of them have 
been Servants to cruel hard Maſters, like {{- 
rael under their Task-maſters : This will be 
or Jubilee and Year of the Lords Re- 

©, . | . 


3. vou mall be freed from all your anxious, 
vexing and rormenring Cares Perplexiries 
about your carnal bad Relations, * 4 

ands, 


47 ; 
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* Wives, P arents, Children, Fri B. 
. adde Feb . 


4. You' ſhall be freed from. all your Sight 


Complain, Groans,. riſing from within or 
from without. Abraham — more complain 
for the want of an Heir, nor Rachel. of her - 


nor -Rebeckah of the Da of. 
Heth, nor Jacob of his loft Foſeph ; David 
ſhall nor complain of his Treacherous Familiat | 
Friend, nor of his Rebellious Son A4b/alom, or 
of being ur the Tents of Kedar, the Song of- 
Drunkard. There ſhall be no r 
or prick ing. Bryar, as a Canaanite in t 
of the Lord, neither ſhall they be. ſenſible of 
Hunger, or Cold, or Nakedneſs, any more for: 


* 


1 You thall be-freed from all your weak- 0 
ſe ſickneſſes, md old Sian what «4 
There ſhall be no more. Ague, Feaver, Gout, . 
gn, Strangury —— Scurvy, Conſumti-. 

„Bropßees al £ ies; Sc. The cauſe - 
Or ted? There. will be. 
neither an aking head nor ſinful heart. 


6. Yow ſhall be freed from all your pain : 
* travel, through cold, dirt, winds, ſtorms, 
and other difficulties, to come at the Word 
and Ordinances of ' God, and from all your 
deadneſs and wearineſs in Duties, which. is Wo 
grief and ſorrow of · your Souls. 


Vou ſhall be perfect y freed frem all: * 
oe Fears, Corruptions, ng * 


„ * 


tions and Doubts, about your Souls and Hea- 
ven. The Spouſe will never ſay, Her Beloved 

is withdrawn and gone from her. Feb ſhall ne- 
ver feel the poiſoned Arrows within him more. 
David will never ſay, Save me O Lord, for the 
Waters are come inupon my Soul ; Mine Eyes fail, 
while I wait fer my God. The Believer fhallne're 
be heard to ſay or wiſh, O that I knew the 
work of Grace in me were true and ſaving, that 
God's Heart were towards me, and that my 
heart truly were fer on God. Then all their de- 
fires ſhall be ſatisfied, all their fears removed, 
all their doubts reſolved, all their Prayers fully 
anſwered, and all their Graces perfected: and 
each Saint ſhall come to the fuſneſs of the Sta- 
ture of the Gift of Chriſt. When Moſes was 
inthe Mount, he came ſhining down, Surely, 
the prepared Chriſtian ſhall go ſhining in, when 
clad with the Robe of Chriſt's glorious Righ- 
teonſneſs. The Bodies and Souls of Believers 


5 ſhall be as Adam, when the Crown of Origi- 


nal Righteou'neſs was ſer upon his head; "The 
Body will be in its — hoon, and (as 
ſome think) as it was between thirty and 
forry years; and the Colours ſo rare, freſh, 
bright, and tranſparent, that all the Veins and 
Neryes will be diſcerned, and full of ſtrength 
and agility, as it ſhall be able (ſaith Luther) 
to rols' the greateſt Mountain as a Ball. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaking of the Glory ef the Bodies of 
the Saints at the Reſurrection, ſaith, It & Sow'2 
in Corruption, it x Raiſed im Incorruption; it u 
Sown in Diſtenour, it is Raiſed in Gley; it s 
k.  *Sown in Weakneſs, it is Raiſed in Power, 1 Cor. 
135.4243. the {ame Apgſtie afirmerh, mM 
r N t hei 
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their vile Bodies ſhall be made like unto Chriſts * 


Glorious Body, Then ſhall each Saint ſhine 


er for ever and ever. 


* then the Sun in the Kingdom of their 
F N 2 


11. It is very comfortable to reflect upon the 


perſons that ſhall be Copartners with you of this 
Glory, who ſhall go in with Chrift ro the Mar- 
_ We read, P/al. 45. of the Queen in 
Gold of Ophir, the King's Daughters, and Ho- 
nourable Women, the Virgins thy Companions; 
which with gladneſs and rejoycing ſhall be 
brought, they ſhali enter the King's Palace? 
That numberleſs number of Sealed ones, Rev. 
7.9. and great Aſſembly, and Firſt- born, which 
are written in Heaven, many of which yow 
have known, ſhall go in with you. le 
that have gone to the Houſe of God with yon, 
Faſted, Mourned, Prayed with you, thoſe 


that have Suffered with you, and who have 


heard the Word, *and received the Lor ds Supper 
with you, and all that have died in the Lord, 


png, Foe to Heaven before you. 
the Holy Patriarchs, Prophets, 


Marryrs, Miniſters, (viz.) your godly Paſtors, 


godly Parents, godly Husbands, godly Wives, 


godly Children, godly Servants, god:y Neigh- | 


bours whom ye have fiet ſeen many years,ſhalt 
o in with you. * 15 

Is not this comfortable? Chriſtian, - thou 
ſnalt ſee Alam, the firſt Man that God made, 
and Abel the firſt Martyr, Enoch that walked 
with God and was tranſlated-: —T tou ſhalt ſee 
bah that was in the Ark, and ſaved from the 
Flood, and Let who lived in Sodom, whoſe 
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9 
. (148) 
13 1 Soul was vexed with their —_ 
n Thou ſhalt have the fight of Abraban, 
| who offered up his Son, and Feſeph who was 
old into Egypr : Thou ſhalt fee Jacob who 
wreſtled with the Angel, and got the Bleſſing, 
Thou ſhalr ſee Moſes the great Prophet that was 
in the Mount, and brought down the Law to 
the People, and Aaron the High Prieſt, and Jo 
ſhua who went wi h the People into Canaan, and 
Samuel who Miniftred to the Lord when he 
was but a Child, thou ſhalt ſee Sampſon who 
pulled down the Houſe upon the Philiſtins, and 
| David, the Man after God's own heart, who 
; flew Goliah ; and Solomon that Built the Tem- 
5 ple, and the reſt of the Godly Kings of Judah. 
| Thou ſhalr-allo ſee the three Children that 
were caſt into the Fiery Furnace, and Daniel 
that was caſt into the Den of Lions. Thou 
ſhalr' ſee John the Baptiſt that was the fore- 
runner of Chrift, and Raul that was beheaded 
for Chriſt, and Peter that was -Crucifed for 
Chrift, and the good Women that Miniftred 
to him, and ſtood by him in his 9 
and 2 of Arimathen, who begged his Sa- 
cred Body, and put it in his Sepulchre.“ Thou 
ſhalt ſee rhe Bleſſed Virgin in whoſe Womb be 
was conceived ; Thou ſhalt ſee Cranmer, Ridley, 
Latemer, and many faithful Miniſters and 
Chriftians, who were Burned and Died fer the 
Truth in the Marian days. Here is a:Blefſed 
time indeed, to go in with all thoſe, and who 
can tell how many more, who ſhall be caugit 
up to meer the Lord in the Air, 1 The,. 4. 
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(149). 
3. What they ſhall go into is unſpeakeabie 
oy to reflect upon. — 
Firſt, To the publick Conſummation of tſc. 
Marriage, chat is to be between the Kings Son 
and the King's Daughter, Chriſt and the 
Church, Rev. 19. What a comfort will this. 
be to the Daughters of ion, to behold King 
Solomon, i. e. Chriſt, in the day of his Eſpou- 
fals, and in the day of the gladneſs of his heart, 
Here we ſee but at a diſtance, and through 4. 
Glaſs -darkly, then face to face; we ſhall. 
fee him as he is, and- behold his Slay, | 
1 Cor. 19.8 11, 12. 1 Fohn. 3. 2. Fo 
17. 24. Queen of Sheba took a great 
Journey to behold the Glory of Salomon, Which 
id tronſport her with wonder, what will the Þ 
fghr of Chriſt's Perſon and Glory do? 
Secondly, They ſhall be openly owned and 
acknowledged by Chrift, when he is exalted I 
above all. For a King to manifeſt ſignal re- 
ſpect to ſome of his Subjects and Favourites 
on his Marriage or Coronation-day, is an high 
onour, en ee rao, __— 
Thidly, They Nall be Enthron'd and Crown's | 
with Chriſt, yea, fit down with him in his 
Throne, Rv. 3. 21. and if there were ſuch © 
Shots, Joy, Singing and Triumphs when Sal- 
mon was on the Throne, chat the very Earth 
| did rend with the ſound of them, 1 Kings 1. 
39, 40. O what will there be when the Saints 
ſhall be on rhe Throne-Royal, to Judge the 
World? and if there is joy among the Angels 
at the Coverſion of one Sinner, what Acclama- 
tions and Triumphs will be among the Angels, 3 


at the Coronation of ſo many Saints? There 
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"XI. 
Was great joy when Feſeph and his Brethren met 

in Pharaob's Court, what joy will there be 
when Jeſus and Believers ſhall meet above the 
Clouds, and in their Father's Houſe ? 
Fourthly, They ſhall go into the very Pre- 
ſence of God, and have the full Viſion of him, 
to ſee his Eternal Records, Counſels and De- 
crees that have been concealed ſo long. Then 
it will appear what they ſhall be. Believers, 
_ Chriſt's Spouſe will never fully underſtand her 
Digniry and greatneſs till ſhe come to God. 

Candala Queen of Panenia ſometime ſaid to 
the Venetians, for her Royal Entertainment. 
That ſhe never knew her ſelf to be a Queen, till 
ſhe * 8 es. * — par 
Saints ſay when come to u | 
ons and Manſions of Glory. * id 


Laſtly, Tis ſtrong conſolation to conſider 
the duration. of the Toys and Happineſs of the 
Saints in Heaven, which will be without any 
Intermiſſion, Succeſſion or Concluſion. To 
into the New Feruſalem, that needeth no light 
of the Sun, Moon nor State, and. ro be with 
- "Gcd, Chriſt, Angels apd Saints for ever, will 
be incomparable Joy, Sr. Paul affitmerh, That = 
Believers HT ever be with the Lord, 1 Thef. 4. 
17, 18. "Tis ſaid of that Holy Man Mr. rd, 
=: That being in the midſt of a Dinner, and the 

People wondring. what he was muſing about, 
he preſenty brake out, For ever, for ever, fer 
ever, for almoſt a quarter of an hour he could 
not be ſtill d, but cry'd out, For ever, for ever, 
d far euer. i . . 
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To Conclude, Chriſtian „ get an aſ- 
ſurance of Faith, that thou mayeſt come to a 
Victorious Concluſion againſt the ſtrength of 
Doubts, whereby thy pure Mind may be aſcer- 
tained, perſwaded, and upon good ground ſer- 
led in che belief of going in with Chrift, 


I ſhall ſhur up all in a few Queries. 


1. Q. Sinner, canſt thou believe that thoſe 
only who are prepared, ſhall be for ever with 
Chriſt, and nor one more? 

2. Q Haſt thou done as God commanded 
Hezekiah ar his Summons for Death? Ser thy 
Houſe in order, diſpoſed of thine Eſtate, and 
laid no Foundation for thy Wife, Children, 
Friends, Relations, to quarrel when thou arr 
dead, and laid in thy Grave? | The 

3. Q. Shalt thou leave a good favour behind 
thee whenever thou goeſt hence? and is there 
any juſt cauſe for Shimei to Cut̃ſe, or Dog to 
Bark ar thee ? „ | 

4. Q. Dareſt thou own. all that thou haſt 
gotten before the ggeat and dreadful Judge, 
and ſay as Samuel, 1 Sam. 12. 3, 5. hoſe 
Ox have I taken ? whoſe Aſs have I taken? 
or whom have I defranded, and he ſaid, the 
Lord is witnels that you have not found ought 
in my hand: Is there no Man, Orphan, or 
VVidow wronged, or debts contracted, and 
not paid ? 1% ; 

5. Q. Haſt thon carried thy ſelf like a Chri- 
{tian in thy Calling, Office, and Relating, and | 
entail'd a Blefling upon thy Eſtate and Family 

YVhere is the Man or VVomans Child 2 8 


(152) 
Servant that can riſe up and call thee Bleſſed 
or cordially Bleſs God for thy Example, Com- 
pany, Counſel? 5 
6. Q. VVhat haſt thou done for the Church 
of Chriſts Honour, Intereſt, Miniſters and 
afflicted Members ? have they been the better 
for thee or thine Eſtate? great Receipts will 
have a great Account. 
Laſtly, If the Cry at Midnight ſhould now 
N owl ty thine Ears, art thou ready forthe Mar- 
Ta -p_ 

Mr. Bolton, dying, told hls Children; That 
none of them ſhow! "dare 20 meet him at God's 
Tribunal in an unregenerate ſtate: The Reaſon 

is in the Text, Oh, let it never, never be. fot- 

- ©. gorren, thar thoſe thar were ready went in with 

ne Manage, and the. Door was flu. . 
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Books Printed and Sold by John Sprint, 
at the Bell in Little Britain. 


HE Hiſtory of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, with 240 Sculptures and 5 Maps. 
Price 3 /. 10 s, Folio. 

Index Villaies: Or, An exact Regiſter of all 
the Cities, N de ee Villages, 
the Hundred Lath-Rope, Wapentake, or other 
Diviſion of each County, the Biſhopricks, Dean» * 
ries, Churches, Chapels, Hoſpitais; with the 
Rectories and Vicarages in England and Wales, 
and their reſpective Valluarions in the King's 
Books; the Seats of the Nobility, Gentry ; 
the Number of Parliament Men, &c. Folio. 
Price 145. 1 33 

Hiſtory of the Old and New Teſtament, 
with 235 Cuts and 3 Maps, Quarto. Price 
ft | 
Cambridge Dictionary. Quarto. Price 11. 

Miro Archktare : Or, The Ground 
Rules of the Art of Building. By Vincent Scha-. 
mori, Maſter-Builder at Venice; with the De- 
ſcription of a Joint-Rule, fitted with Lines for © 
the teady finding out the Longitudes and Angles, } 
of Rafters and Hips, and Collar Beams, Ge. 
with 55 Cuts. To which is added, a Com- 

inm of the Art of Building ; 41 an 
Atcount of all the Names, Nature and Rates 
of all the Materials belonging to an Edifice. 
By WP. Leybouyn. 925 "RY 


= 
+4 


* 9 
8 „ 7 
1 — - a 
* i | * babes MN * 
1 * are 8 
5 4 4 U * 4 LY PU $ 4 \ 3 1 1 
4 \ _—_ & r = 1 * ny 1 \ 


Books ſold by J. Sprint. 
All the Works of the comical Scarroon ; 
containing his Romantick Novels, Letters. 
Tranſlated from the French, with Cuts. ' Oc- 
tavo. Price 6 d. | Rs 
The Tradeſman's Calling: Being a Dil- 
courſe conzeramg the Nature, Neceſſity, 
Choice, &c. of a Calling in General; and 
Directions for the righr managing of the 
Tradeſman's Calling in Particular. By Richard 
Steel. Octavo. | 
 _ The Compleat Chriſtian Monitor: Or, The 
Godly Man's Inſtructor about Hearr-work ; 
*ſhewing that holy Living and growing in Grace 
here, is the only way to have a comfortable 
Aſſurance of eternal Glory hereafter. By R 
Allein, Author df the Vindine Retatis. To 
which is added, a Companion for Prayer; 
with a Preface. By Dr. Anneſly. The Second 
Edition, Octavo. Price 2. 
The Life of the Lady Brooks, with her Fu- 
neral Sermon. Octa vo _ | 
Coales Latin Dictionary. Octavo. Price 
6 8, | : 
Allein's Treatiſe of Godly Fear. Octavo. 
Fidelis Achates: Or, An Account of the late 
Reigns: In Heroick Verſe, * "th 
Man's Sinfulneſs and Miſery by Nature: In 
= feveral Sermons, By Fobn England, Miniſter 
of the Goſpel. | 2 YE 
The Scripture Catechiſm : Or, The Whole 
Duty of Man, laid down in expreſs Words 
Þ of Scripture ; chiefly intended for the Benefit 
of the younger Sort, Ge. Recommended by 
the Right Reverend Father in God, Edmund 
Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter. Octavo. Price 6 d. 


Books ſold by J. Sprint. | 

William's Sermon of the Vanity of Man's 
Life. Octayo. i 

Baxter's Paraphraſe on the New Teſtament ; 
with Notes, Doctrinal and Practical, by plain- 
nels and brevity, fitted ro the ule of religious 
Families in their daily reading of the Scrip- 
tures, and of the younger and poorer Sort of 
Scholars and Miniſters, who want fuller he! 
with an Advertiſement of Difficulties in the 
Revelations. Third Edition. Octavo. To 
which is added, at the end, Mr. Baxter's Ac- 
count of his Notes on ſome particular 'Texts 
for which he was impriſoned. 28 
MNutcons large Copy Book. Price 25. 6 d. 

Smith of Clock Work. Octavo. 


Potter's Anviquities. Greek, 2 Vol. Oc- 


tavo. 0 | ; 

Orbis ſenſualium Dictus hoc eſt, omnium 
fundimentalium in Mundo Recum & in vita 
actionum Pictura & Nomenclatura. Written 
in Latin and High Dutch (being one of his 
laſt Eſſays, and the moſt ſutable to Childrens 


Capacities of any that he hath hitherto made) 


and Tranſlated into Engliſh” by Charles Hoole, 
M. A. Octavo. Price 25. 6 - _ 


Dr. Stanhope's Tranſlation. of St. Auſtin's | 


Meditations. - Octayo. . 


Dr. Nichollis Introduction to a Derout Life. | 
By Francis Sales, Biſhop and Prince of Geneva. 
Tranſlated and Reform'd from the Errors of; 


rhe Popiſh Edition. To which is prefix a 
Diſcourſe of the Riſe and Progreſs of rhe Spi- 


ritual Books in the Romiſh Church. Octavo.. . 
The Godly Man's Delight, . © 


Doolittle on the Sacrament. 
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| Books ſold by J. Sprint. 
Doon's glad Tidings of Peace, «+ +» 
Serious Reflections on Time and Eternity; 
and ſome other Subjects, Moral and Divine: 
Wich an Appendix concerning the firſt day of 
the Year, how obſery'd by the Jews, and may 
beſt be employ'd by a ſerious Chriſtian. By 
Fohn Showers. * 1, 
Heaven and Hell: Or, The unchangeable 
State of Happineſs or Miſery for .all Mankind 
in another World; occaſion d by the Repen- 
rance and Death of Mr. Shorterden Thomas, who 
2 this Life, April 7. 1700. Etat. 26. By 
John Showers, © | FOR 
Vincent on the Aſſembly's Carechiſſh. _ 
Time and end of Time. By Jehn Fox, 
F The Door of Heaven operfed and fhut : 
= Shut againſt the Unready and Unprepared, 
and opened to the Ready and Prepared, By 
John Fox. a | 
A Diſpute between rhe Anabapriſts and Preſ- 
byterians about Bapriſm, By Dr. Ruſſel. 
& The Bridewomans Counceller. A Sermon 
pireachd at a Wedding. By John Sprint. 
1 Bp S:illingfleer's Letter to a Deiſt. 
mitebcots Devotions. | 
Manuductio Gramaticalis. | 
Experienced Fowler; teaching how to take 
alt ſorrs of Birds ſevetal ways; how to make 
Birdlime, Shot, Lowbelling, Tunnelling, &c. 
« Fries 4 - SF — 
”  Feous Man's Directions: Shewing him how 
do walk with God all his days. BY a_Well- 
I wither of, "The pe- Buh of Man. Third 
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Books fold by J. Sprinn. 
Marchants Ware-Houſe laid open: Or, | 
The Plain-dealing Linnen-Draper; ſhewing 
how to buy all forts of Linnen and Indian 
Goods: Wherein is p! and plain Inftry- 
ctions for all ſorts of Perſons, that they may 
not be deceived in a ſort of Linney they want. 
Uſeful for 8 and their Country- 

hapmen, for Semſtriſſes; and in general, for 
all Perſons whatſoever: Whereunto is added, 
he Arr of cutting out Shifts, ſo that you may 
ſave a quarter of an Ell in cutting out one 
hift, and yet cut it as long and as large as 
thers ſhall out of a quarter more. A Work _ 7 
ever before attempted: Dedicated te her 
Royal en the Princeſs Ann of Denmark 
Price 6 d. gs | | 
Reform'd Devotions. Englift'd by a Per- 
ſon of Qualiry, and publiſh d by Dr. Hicks. 
welves. | | | 
The true Chriſtian Love of the unſeen Chrift, 
pen'd and apply d. In ſeveral Sermons. By | 
Thomas Vincent, Miniſter of Maudlins Milk- - | 
ſtreet. 3 Or, A-Ocinpendin g * 9 
Ars Chirurgica : Or, AC am of the 
heory a, Practice of 8 In Seven 
Books. Containing, I. The ents and 
Operations of rhe Art. II. The Removal f 
1 Defilements. III. The Cure of Tumor s. 
V. The Cure of Wounds. V. The Cure ß 
lcers. VI. The Cure of Tractures. VII. The x 
ure of Diſlocations. Shewing the 1 cl 
auſes, Signs, Differences, Prognoſticks, and 
arious Intertions of Curing all Kinds f 
hirurgick Diſeaſes from Head to Foot, hap- 
ing ro Humane Bodies. To which is —_ 3 
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„ . Bi Books" fold by J. Sprint. a \ 
: Pharmacopeia Chirargica : Or, The Medical 
Store. Latin and Engliſh. Which contains an 
-,- abſolute Ser of choice Preparations or Medi. 
©  caments; fitted for the compleat and univer. 
gſal Practice both of Phiſick and Surgery. The 
” whole Work Galenically and Chimi 
formed: The like yet never publiſhed in any 
Language whatſoever, By William Salmo, 
. 295 
* Architecture: Or, A Compendium of the 
Art of Building; giving a brief Account of 
the Names, Natures, Qualities, Quantities 
and Rates of all the Materials belonging to the 
Erection of any Edifice; and what quantiyf 
of each ſort will be needful for the Building 
— of any Honle, great or ſmall, Whereby Eſt» 
mates, Valluations, and Contracts may be 
| — * made between Builder and Workman, with 
cout any great damage to either: And alſo ho 
to meaſure the Works of the ſeveral Artificen 
belonging to g « what Methods anc 
Cuſtoms are obſerv'd therein, with the De 
ſcription and Uſe of a convenient five or te 
Foot Rod, in raking Dimenſions, and caſting 
up of the Contents of all Artificers Work: 
and in the meaſuring of Angles,” whereby thi 
true Ground-Plar of any Building, with Yard 
Gardens, Sc. may be made. * . Ley 


bourn. Quarto. Price 15 
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 Pharmacopeia 2 Or, The Medical 
Store. Latin and Engliſh. Which contains an 
aabſolute Ser of choice Preparations or Medi. 
caments; fitted for the compleat and uniyer- 


fal Practice both of Phiſick and Surgery. The 
2” whole Work Galenically and Chimically per. 
formed: The like yer never publiſhed in any 


= Language wharſoever. By William Salmon, 
. M. N 2 . 


3 Architecture: Or, A Compendium of the 
Art of Building; giving a brief Account of 
the Names, Natures, Qualities, Quantities 
and Rates of all the Materials belonging to the 
1 Erection of any Edifice; and what quantity 
of each ſort will be needful for the Building 
3 of any Houſe, great or ſmall, Whereby Eft 
mates, Valluations, and Contracts may be 
made between 2 and Workman, with 
codcut any great damage to either: And alſo ho 
. 75 to meaſure the Works of the ſeveral Artificen 
belonging to . what Methods and 
E Cuſtoms are obſerv'd therein, with the De 
= Afcription and Uſe of a convenient five or te 
= Foot Rod, in taking Dimenſions, and caſtin 
up of the Contents of all Artificers Works 
= and in the meaſuring of Angles, whereb 
true Ground-Plar of any Building, with Yard 
= Gardens, Sc. may be made. By Villiam Le 

bourn. Quarto. Price 19 a 
Arts Maſter-Piece: Or, A Companion fc 
we Ingenious of either Sex. Containing t 
Art of Lymning and Painting in Oyl, 1n 
* Particulars, vix. Drawing and Painting of F 
cee, Bodies, Garments, Landskips ; alſo co 
= taining Mecetincto Prints, gilding on k. 4 00 
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